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Purpose and status of the document
This document has been prepared as a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) to
outline the process, purpose and methodology behind potential requirements and
developer contributions relating to sports and playing pitch provision resulting from
new residential development across the borough.
SPDs are intended to support policies in the local plan. They do not have
development plan status; however they are intended to expand on development plan
policy by providing additional further detail. SPDs are subject to statutory preparation
procedures under Regulations 11-16 of the Town and Country Planning (Local
Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. Guidance included within this document is a
material consideration in determining planning applications.
The SPD should be read alongside other SPDs for the area, in particular that
relating to open space contributions.
The draft SPD was subject to consultation from 2nd July to 30th August 2019. The final
SPD took account of the comments received and was adopted on 25 February 2020.
A Strategic Environmental Assessment screening, a Statement of Consultation and
the Adoption Statement are available on the website.
1.0

Background

1.1

Sports and playing pitches play a key role in promoting a healthy lifestyle and
in giving the residents of the borough opportunities for engagement and
participation in a wide variety of sports. The importance of sport as a way of
combating issues of obesity in particular and other types of physical and
mental health is well documented and it is in this context that the North
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS) and the Plan for the Borough of
Wellingborough (PBW) seek to promote the preservation, enhancement and
delivery of sports and playing pitch facilities across the borough.

1.2

Improving the health and wellbeing of residents and reducing health
inequalities is a key part of Northamptonshire’s Joint Health and Well-being
Strategy 2016-20201. This SPD seeks to ensure that new development in the
borough is supported by good quality and adequate provision of sports
facilities so that all existing and future residents can have opportunities to
participate in sports.

1.3

In 2017 the council commissioned Knight, Kavanagh and Page (KKP) to do a
Playing Pitch Strategy for the borough, assessing each existing site in terms of
quality, current capacity and the borough as a whole in terms of current and
future demand. The council also appointed Strategic Leisure Limited to
produce an indoor sports facilities report. Together these reports provide the
evidence for assessing future sporting needs across the borough.

1.4

This SPD provides detail and clarity on how new development will be
expected to contribute towards the enhancement of existing, or provision of
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new, playing pitches and indoor sports facilities. The SPD sets out when
contributions will be sought, what level of contribution a development could
reasonably expect to provide and determines what sites and projects
development could contribute towards.
1.5

The SPD uses data and calculations from the Playing Pitch Strategy to ensure
developer contributions meet locally identified needs. The Sport England
Developer Contributions Calculator2 will be used to determine contributions
required towards football, rugby, hockey and cricket. Contributions towards
other sports such as bowls, tennis, netball and other outdoor pitch provision
such as Multi-Use Games Areas (MUGAs) or Neighbourhood Equipped Areas
of Play (NEAPs) will be determined on a site by site basis depending on
location, and local need. The Sport England Sports Facilities Calculator3 will
be used to calculate the contribution towards indoor sports facilities.

1.6

The methodology of calculating contributions towards open space in this SPD
should form the starting point for discussions and negotiations to secure
playing pitch contributions. It is intended to give an indication of what may
reasonably be required. It is however recognised that actual contributions will
be determined through a process of negotiation between the applicant and
LPA on a site by site basis. It is important that required contributions towards
playing pitches do not detrimentally impact on scheme viability or lead to
unacceptable losses of other potential developer contributions.

1.7

This SPD has been produced alongside another SPD relating to the provision
of open space. The other SPD is entitled ‘Open Space: Developer
Contributions SPD’. Although the two SPDs are linked, they will produce two
separate contributions that could be required from new development using two
distinct methodologies.

2.0

Policy Context

2.1

There is strong national and local policy support for the protection, enhancement
and creation of playing pitches for sport.

National Policy
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
2.2

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), published in February
2019, includes strong support for the provision of new and enhanced open
spaces, emphasising their importance to the health and well-being of local
communities.

2.3

Paragraph 92 of the NPPF requires that local plans should positively encourage
the provision and use of a variety of shared spaces including open space and
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http://www.wellingborough.gov.uk/downloads/file/8540/wellingborough_playing_pitch_new_development_cal
culator
3
https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-and-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-guidance/sportsfacility-calculator/
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sports venues. Stating “To provide the social, recreational and cultural facilities
and services the community needs, planning policies and decisions should: a)
plan positively for the provision and use of shared spaces, community facilities
(such as …sports venues, open space…) and other local services to enhance
the sustainability of communities and residential environments;”.
2.4

Paragraph 96 of the NPPF emphasises the importance of open space and
sports facilities to the health and wellbeing of communities.
“Access to a network of high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport
and physical activity is important for the health and well-being of
communities. Planning policies should be based on robust and up-to-date
assessments of the need for open space, sport and recreation facilities
(including quantitative or qualitative deficits or surpluses) and opportunities
for new provision. Information gained from the assessments should be used
to determine what open space, sport and recreational provision is needed,
which plans should then seek to accommodate.”

2.5

It is in this context that local policies in the JCS and PBW seek to encourage
and protect existing and new sports facilities and pitches, and it is in this
context that developer contributions towards playing pitches are sought from
new major residential development in the borough.

2.6

The North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS), which sets out the
strategic level policies in the borough, and the Plan for the Borough of
Wellingborough (PBW), which sets out more locally specific policies as Part 2
of the Local Plan, were both examined against the old 2012 NPPF. The focus
of the July 2018 NPPF in relation to playing pitches and sports provision has
however not radically altered from the 2012 version and as such policies
within both the JCS and the PBW support and contribute to the practical
implementation of both the 2012 NPPF and the July 2018 NPPF.

Sport England: Planning for Sport Guidance (August 2019)
2.7

In August 2019 Sport England produced a document outlining how local
authorities should plan for sport both through the creation of planning policies
and through the development management process.

2.8

This document sets out 12 key principles that are intended to help the
planning system achieve sustainable development with regard to encouraging
healthy and active lifestyles. These 12 principles are divided into four
categories which are summarised below:
Overarching: Planning policies should give significant weight to the benefits of
sport and physical activity and councils should therefore keep up to date
assessments of the needs for sports facilities and should plan, design and
maintain developments in ways that enable active lifestyles.
Protect: Planning policies should protect and promote the increased use of
existing sports facilities, and should ensure that sites have long term
management and maintenance arrangements in place.
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Enhance: The planning system should support the improvement of existing
sports facilities, and should seek to increase the level of community use at
existing sites where community access is currently limited.
Provide: Planning policies should support new provision of sports facilities to
meet needs resulting from new development in a positive way. This new
provision should be well-designed and fit for purpose and should positively
respond to any issues of landscape or local amenity.
2.9

The policies in the JCS and PBW and the developer contribution process set
out in this SPD are considered to be in full accordance with these principles in
both the NPPF and the Sport England national guidance.

Local Policy
North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS)
2.10 The JCS supports the retention, enhancement and provision of existing and
new sports facilities through Policy 7 which encourages developer
contributions towards accessible, new or enhanced facilities to meet any needs
arising from a proposed development. Policy 7d also seeks to ensure that no
existing sports facilities are lost unless the space is deemed surplus to
requirements, or a site of equivalent quality and accessibility will be provided
elsewhere or where the development proposes alternative sports or recreation
provision which clearly outweighs the loss of the existing provision.
Plan for the Borough of Wellingborough (PBW)
2.11 The PBW forms part 2 of the local plan in Wellingborough and provides
additional detail to the strategic policies in the JCS.
2.12 Policy GI5 of the PBW supports the provision of new or enhanced sports and
recreation facilities through securing developer contributions, stating that a
network of good quality sports facilities will be supported through “Delivering
through developer contributions and other funding mechanisms new and
enhanced facilities identified in the most up to date evidence base. Facilities
should be designed to enable convenient public access and extended hours
of use.”
2.13 These national and local policies provide the basis and justification for the
collecting of developer contributions towards playing pitches and sports
provision, as well as securing the protection and enhancement of existing
sites.
Wellingborough Playing Pitch Strategy (Knight, Kavanagh and Page (KKP))
2.14 The council commissioned a report by KKP which assessed and audited all
sports pitches currently in the borough. This assessment focused on quality and
accessibility, as well as quantity.
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2.15 This study forms the basis for this SPD and for the process of requiring
developer contributions towards sports pitches in the borough. The report by
KKP included a spreadsheet based on the Sport England developer
contributions calculator which sets out the level of contribution required from
each development site towards football, cricket, rugby and hockey, based on
population estimates and team generation rates set out in the PPS.
2.16 This study by KKP was undertaken subsequent to the examination of the PBW,
and is intended as a way of implementing and clarifying PBW policies.
Local Football Facilities Plan (Knight, Kavanagh and Page (KKP)
2.17 KKP have been commissioned to produce a Local Football Facilities Plan
(LFFP) for every local authority in England. It is intended that this document will
set out specific requirements and specific projects required to meet the needs
for football facilities in the area.
2.18 Once published this document should be considered during any discussions on
what potential projects a development could provide contributions towards in
terms of football. It is anticipated that the document will set out the needs for
new facilities in the borough as well as projects for the enhancement of existing
facilities.
3.0

KKP Playing Pitch Strategy - Key Findings

3.1

The study concluded that generally the borough is reasonably well served for
playing pitch provision albeit many of the sites are of standard or poor quality
and could therefore be enhanced. The study did conclude that there is current
and future demand for additional cricket pitch provision and additional 3G
football pitch provision. Other pitch provision is largely found to require
capacity enhancements to existing sites rather than new provision to meet
current and future demand. This section summarises the key conclusions of the
Playing Pitch Strategy for each sport.

Football
Current Demand
 Spare capacity on all adult, youth 9v9 and mini 7v7 pitches across the
borough
 Mini 5v5 pitches are currently at capacity
 Current shortfall of 0.5 match sessions on youth 11v11 pitches
Future Demand
 Future shortfall of 3.5 match sessions on youth 11v11 pitches, 0.5 match
sessions on mini 7v7 pitches and 1 match session on mini 5v5 pitches.
 Continuing spare capacity on both youth 9v9 pitches and adult pitches.
3G Football Pitches
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Current Demand
 Shortfall of 3 full size 3G pitches
Future Demand
 The planned provision of a full sized 3G pitch at Redwell Leisure Centre
will reduce future shortfall to 2 full sized 3G pitches.
Cricket
Current Demand
 Shortfall of 182 match sessions per season in peak periods for senior
cricket (Saturday afternoon).
 Shortfall of 144 match sessions per season outside peak periods (Sunday
and midweek) for senior cricket.
Future Demand
 Shortfall of 281 match sessions per season in peak periods for senior
cricket.
 Shortfall of 243 match sessions per season outside peak periods for
senior cricket.
Rugby Union
Current Demand
 Wellingborough RFC site is overplayed by 1.75 match sessions per week
 Old Grammarians site has spare capacity of 0.5 match sessions per
week
Future Demand
 Wellingborough RFC will remain overplayed by 1.75 match sessions per
week
 Old Grammarians site will retain spare capacity of 0.5 match sessions
per week
Hockey
Current Demand
 Current demand is being met
Future Demand
 Future demand is being met
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Tennis
Current Demand
 Current demand is being met
 Poor quality courts at Earls Barton Tennis club could be improved
Future Demand
 Future demand is being met
 Poor quality courts at Earls Barton Tennis club could be improved
Netball
Current Demand
 Current demand is being met
Future Demand
 Future demand is being met
Bowling Greens
Current Demand
 Overall current demand is being met however four sites are currently
overplayed.
Future Demand
 Likely to be a future shortfall if projected future demand is realised
Multi-Use Games Areas (MUGAs)
Current Demand
 Current provision adequate however quality improvements and floodlighting
at key sites is required.
Future Demand
 Likely to be a future demand for MUGA’s resulting from future housing
development in the borough
3.2

The Playing Pitch Strategy therefore concludes that the main demand for
current and future playing pitch demand is in football both grass and 3G pitches
and cricket with a small shortfall in rugby. For the majority of other sports supply
is broadly meeting current and future demand.

3.3

It should be recognised that the above conclusions are taken at a point in time
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by KKP. Trends of participation in different sports can change over time due to a
variety of factors such as local or national success and exposure of a particular
sport. These conclusions from the Playing Pitch Strategy will therefore form a
starting point for considering current and future demand for sports pitch
provision however the council will apply them flexibly to allow for unforeseen
changes in demand. This will ensure that provision and enhancement of playing
pitches in the borough is truly meeting demand.
3.4

When considering projects and sites for developer contributions regard should
be had to the conclusions of the playing pitch strategy and where possible
contributions should seek to use these conclusions to ensure that development
will not negatively impact on the current or future demand for playing pitches in
the borough.

3.5

Due to the current and future demand for hockey being met according to the
Playing Pitch Strategy, the council will not currently seek additional
contributions towards hockey from new development. If any evidence becomes
available in the future that suggests a current or future need for hockey in
particular then the council could request contributions from new development
on the basis of the Sport England Developer Contributions calculator.

3.6

There is also no current or future demand identified in the Playing Pitch
Strategy for netball or tennis. The council will therefore not currently seek
additional contributions towards either netball or tennis from new development.
If any evidence becomes available in the future that suggests a current or future
need for either sport then the council could request contributions from new
development.

4.0

Collecting and Spending Developer Contributions

4.1

The collecting and spending of developer contributions must be in accordance
with the legal tests of regulations 122 and 123 of the Community Infrastructure
Levy Regulations 2010 as amended. This requires contributions to be:
a) necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms;
b) directly related to the development; and
c) fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development.

4.2

The criteria for collecting developer contributions in this SPD are considered to
meet these tests.

Sport England Playing Pitch New Development Calculator
4.3

In order to meet the above criteria, the council is using a version of the Sport
England playing pitch calculator that will ensure that new development
contributes towards playing pitch provision in a way that responds to local
needs and that is fairly and reasonably related to the scale of development
proposed.

4.4

The calculator uses information gathered as part of the playing pitch strategy to
calculate the number of possible teams that would be generated by a new
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development, using team generation rates multiplied by the expected change in
demand resulting from new development.
4.5

The calculator then uses this number of teams estimate to determine the
number of additional match equivalent sessions that may result from the
additional population proposed. This is done to produce a weekly figure of
demand for sports other than cricket where match demand is assessed across a
whole season.

4.6

The calculator then uses this demand for new pitches multiplied by Sport
England’s latest ‘pitch capital costs’ for the region to give a figure required from
the development towards each sport.

4.7

The Playing pitch calculator only suggests contributions towards adult football,
youth football, mini soccer, rugby union, rugby league, hockey, and cricket.
Contributions towards other sports/pitches will be considered on a site by site
basis as to whether the development would have a direct impact on that type of
playing pitch or sport.

Using the calculator
4.8

In order to ensure that development contributes in the most appropriate way to
meet needs and demand, the results of the calculator will be considered against
the location of the proposed development to determine how best to spend any
contributions received. This will be a four stage process:
1. Look at the location of the new development alongside the results of the
playing pitch strategy.
2. Consider the nature of playing pitches within an appropriate catchment
area of the new population and what potential issues may be exacerbated
by new residential development.
3. From this assessment three different ways of meeting the estimated
demand from new development may be considered:
a) Enhance existing pitches to increase their capacity and ensure long
term maintenance.
b) Ensuring appropriate access and management arrangements to secure
new or increased community use of existing sites. These will largely be in
relation to school sites where public access to sports facilities may
currently be limited.
c) Provide new playing pitches on new sites- either natural or artificial.
4. When deciding which of these options is most appropriate, regard should be
had to the CIL tests referenced above to ensure compliance with these
regulations.

4.9

This process of securing developer contributions has been summarised in a
‘toolkit’ devised by KKP shown in Appendix A that offers a step by step guide
as to how developer contributions will be secured and how sites and projects for
these contributions will be identified.

4.10 Any future studies by the council or other external consultants on behalf of the
council or a national governing body of sport which lead to the identification of
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specific projects relating to sports facilities outside of the work done on the
Playing Pitch Strategy should also be factored into discussions on what specific
projects contributions should be directed towards.
5.0

Developer Contributions- Toolkit

5.1

Key elements and steps within the toolkit devised by KKP are summarised
below; the full toolkit is included as Appendix 2 of this document.

Step 1
Step
1

Determine the playing pitch requirement resulting
from the development
Using the Sport England PPS New Development
Calculator provided as part of the Playing Pitch
Assessment Report and that includes the current demand
data.

Navigation

Wellingborough SE
Playing Pitch New Development Calcul

5.2

This step uses the Sport England development calculator to suggest how much
extra demand a major development leading to an increase in population would
create and how many additional matches and teams the additional population
would generate. Based on this, suggested contributions are given for adult, youth
and mini football, rugby union and rugby league, hockey and cricket.
Step 2
Step
2

Determine the other pitch and non-pitch
requirements resulting from the development
Use the PPS to identify the level of need within the
development for outdoor sporting provision not
included in the PPS New Development Calculator.

Navigation
 Playing Pitch

Strategy (Part 4 &
6)

5.3

This step should assess the demand for other sports, not included within the
Sport England calculator, within a suitable catchment area of the proposed
development. If no shortfall in provision is established then contributions
towards enhancing the nearest pitch for that sport to the development site
should be considered. This should consider if the site could benefit from
enhancement to increase the capacity of the site to meet any likely increases in
demand resulting from the development.

5.4

Projects to increase capacity of a playing pitch could mean improving the quality
of the pitch, changing rooms, car parking, floodlighting or other ancillary facilities

Step 3
Step
3

Determine whether new provision is required and
whether this should be on or off site
Consider if the nearest site/s to the development
containing that type of provision could benefit from a
contribution towards increasing capacity to meet likely
need generated from the development.

Navigation
 PPS

Action
Plan (Part
6)
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If there are no potential options to improve existing, or
extend planned provision to create additional capacity then
new provision will be required.
Where the demand is for less than a whole pitch, a
contribution to increasing the capacity of an existing site
will be needed.
5.5

New provision on or off-site will usually only be required where it is not possible
or beneficial to contribute to increasing the capacity on existing sites. An
assessment should be made of all sports pitches within a suitable catchment of
the site to determine possible sites which could benefit from a contribution
towards their enhancement and capacity increases.

5.6

Often a development will not create the need for a whole playing pitch, and so
contributions towards enhancing existing sites are preferable on small to
medium sized developments.

Step 4
Step
4

5.7

Determine how best to satisfy demand through new
onsite provision
To further help determine how best to satisfy demand for
new onsite provision, use the Playing Pitch Strategy to
identify existing shortfalls and consult with local
clubs/groups to identify local issues.

Navigation
 Playing

Pitch
Strategy
(Part 1
Headline
Findings)

Conclusions in the Playing Pitch Strategy should be supplemented by
consultation with local clubs and groups to assess whether the situation on a site
has changed since the playing pitch assessment by KKP. This should be used to
ascertain any unmet demand on a local site that may not have been picked up
during the Playing Pitch Strategy.

Step 5
Step
5

5.8

Determine how best to satisfy demand through new
offsite provision
Identify potential sites for new offsite provision or for the
enhancement of existing sites using the Playing Pitch
Strategy Action Plan to help determine how best to meet
demand generated from the new development.

Navigation
 PPS

Action
Plan
(Part 6)

Through an analysis of any existing sites within a suitable catchment area of the
proposed development, projects should be identified resulting in the
enhancement of existing sites to increase capacity, secure greater community
access or in some cases the provision of new sports provision. Projects
identified should be based on the KKP Action Plan completed as part of the
Playing Pitch Strategy and included in this SPD at Appendix 1.
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5.9

This should be the starting point for identifying specific project priorities although
it does not stop other projects being discussed or contributed towards.

Step 6
Step
6

Consider design principles for new provision
If on site provision will be required, the exact
nature and location of provision should be fully
determined in partnership with each relevant
NGB. Further to this, each pitch sport NGB
provides national guidance in relation to provision
of new pitches.

Navigation
http://www.thefa.com/getinvolved/player/facilities
FA 3G pitch guidance
RFU Facilities Guide
ECB guide to developing
pitches
England Hockey
Facilities Strategy

Step 7
Step 7

Calculate the financial contribution required
After using the PPS New Development Calculator as a
starting point, the local cost of provision would be
determined in order to calculate the financial contributions.

Navigation
N/A

5.10 The Playing Pitch calculator includes an estimate of local costs which will be
used to determine costs for football, cricket, hockey and rugby. Costs for other
sports should also seek to be specific to the local area and be realistic. Sport
England does outline indicative costs in the link below which could be used as a
guide.
https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/design-and-cost-guidance/costguidance/
5.11 Alongside agreed capital costs, obligations should also ensure an
appropriate level of contribution towards lifecycle cost is made towards
either enhanced or new sports pitches.
Step 8
Step
8

Identify potential management options for new provision
To further help determine the sustainability of establishing
new provision, consideration should be given to the
management arrangements.

Navigation
N/A

5.12 Consideration should be given towards the possible management of the sports
pitches when providing new provision onsite or off-site. The KKP toolkit outlines
several different management opportunities that could be considered:
•
•
•

Education Establishment.
Leisure Trust.
Community Interest Company or Charity.
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•
•

Local Authority.
Existing Sports club.

5.13 The management opportunities for each new site should be determined through
a dialogue with NGBs.
6.0

Determining Sites: Action Plan and Project Prioritisation

6.1

The Playing Pitch Strategy has included an Action Plan for the improvement of
all playing pitch sites in the borough. This is replicated in Appendix 1of this
document. This list of potential projects ranges in scope, length of time and level
of priority. All of which should be taken into consideration when securing
developer contributions towards each project.

Type of Site
6.2

The Action Plan divides sites into one of three categories based on their
significance in terms of overall local sport provision. Consideration should be
given to the type of site when determining appropriate sites that a development
could reasonably provide contributions towards. The greater the significance of
the site for sports in the borough then the greater the playing pitches
catchment area should be in terms of receiving developer contributions.
The three scales of playing pitch sites in the borough are detailed below.

Hub sites
6.3

These are sports pitch sites of a borough wide importance. They are sites that
residents of the borough will travel to in order to access them. These are often
multi-sport hubs and generally offer a range of high quality facilities.

6.4

Conceivably therefore, any development site in the borough, regardless of
location, could provide a contribution towards these hub sites. Retaining,
enhancing and maintaining these sites is a key priority for the council. If a
proposed development is not within an appropriate catchment of a local site or a
key centre for a particular sport then contributions should be sought towards
these Hub sites.
Hub sites in the borough are:
• Redwell Leisure Centre
• Wellingborough Old Grammarians Memorial Sports Field

Key centres
6.5

These are sites that are important local sites in the borough with a more local
focus than hub sites but still with some wider catchment.

6.6

These sites can have a catchment area wider than the immediate local area
which will be defined on a site by site basis when assessing whether
contributions from a development could reasonably be provided towards a key
centre.
15

6.7

Two of the key centres identified are school sites with varying levels of public
access which should also be factored into assessing whether contributions
could reasonably be required towards projects on these sites.
Key centres in the borough are:
• Finedon Recreation Ground
• Weavers Academy
• Wellingborough School

Local sites
6.8

These are small sites that generally only serve the local community around the
site and have limited value to the wider community. They are generally focused
on one sport, often supporting one local club.

6.9

The catchment area for these sites is smaller and as such developer
contributions will only be required towards local sites where they are considered
directly related to the proposed development.

6.10 Local sites also include some school sites which are not widely or commonly
used by the community.
6.11 When using the PPS Action Plan to determine which sites a development could
provide contributions towards, consideration should be given to its location in
relation to hub sites, key centres and local sites; the level of priority given to a
project in the PPS Action Plan on a relevant site and the timescale and cost of
the project.
6.12 Large developments may propose to provide playing pitches on-site instead of
providing off-site contributions. This will be considered on a site by site basis to
ensure that on-site provision is appropriate in scale and kind, to mean off site
contributions are not required.
7.0

Playing Pitch Provision on the two SUEs

7.1

Within Wellingborough there are two large Sustainable Urban Extension (SUEs)
being delivered, Wellingborough East (Stanton Cross) and Wellingborough
North (Glenvale Park). These are the main focus for growth in the borough up to
2031. These two developments will deliver 5,220 dwellings over the plan period
and 6,750 dwellings in total.

7.2

The two sites have outline planning permission in place with an approved
masterplan and section106 agreements are in place that requires playing
pitches to be delivered on site.

7.3

It is considered appropriate therefore to discuss the possible on-site sports pitch
provision on both sites in this SPD. This section of the SPD is intended to guide
what the mix of pitches could be on the site that could best meet the need
resulting from the significant growth proposed, based on the results of the Sport
England calculator. These results are also replicated in the Playing Pitch
16

Strategy prepared by KKP.
7.4

Results from the Sport England Playing Pitch Calculator for provision required
from the two SUEs is shown below, this is based on an average population
increase of (3,650 x 2.3= 8,395) for Wellingborough East and (3,100 x 2.3=
7,130) for Wellingborough North:

Wellingborough East:

Adult Football= 2 full sized adult pitches

Youth Football= 3 youth pitches (10-11 and 12-15 years could be
included)

Mini Soccer= 2 mini soccer pitches (6-7 and 8-9 years could be included)

Rugby Union= 1 full sized senior pitch

Cricket= 1 full sized adult pitch
Wellingborough North:

Adult Football= 1 full sized adult pitch

Youth Football= 2 youth pitches (10-11 and 12-15 years could be
included)

Mini Soccer= 2 mini soccer pitches (6-7 and 8-9 years could be included)

Rugby Union= 1 full sized pitch

Cricket= 1 full sized adult pitch
7.5

The above requirements are intended as a starting point for discussion as to
what mix of pitches could be provided on the pitches agreed through the
masterplans for each SUE.

8.0

Indoor Sports Provision

8.1

Alongside the requirements in this SPD for contributions towards playing
pitches it is also considered appropriate to set a framework for securing
contributions towards indoor sports facilities.

8.2

In 2017 the council appointed Strategic Leisure Ltd to produce an Indoor Sports
Facilities report4 setting out current and future demand for such facilities. The
conclusions of this report were that the borough would have demand for:
 a Sports Hall of 6-8 badminton courts (providing for day time pay and play
access) ; and
 a minimum 17m x 9m learner pool with a moveable floor or a 4 lane 25m
swimming pool.
Contributions towards indoor sports will therefore only be required towards
these two facilities.

8.3

Given the borough wide requirement for each of these facilities it is considered
appropriate for contributions towards them to be required from any major
residential development taking place in the borough.

8.4

Contributions towards these facilities will be based on the Sport England ‘Sports

4

http://www.wellingborough.gov.uk/downloads/file/7754/bcw-indoor_sports_facilities_2017-2031
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Facility Calculator’5. This requires an estimate of the new population resulting
from new development which is then used to calculate the facility requirements
for both sports halls and swimming pools, and the financial contribution that
should be required towards them from a development.
8.5

This calculation should form the starting point for determining contributions
towards indoor sports facilities. There may be other factors which arise during
the application and negotiation process that result in either higher or lower
contributions being sought.

8.6

Contributions towards indoor sports facilities will be sought in addition to the
other outdoor playing pitch requirements set out in this SPD.

9.0

Other Sports

9.1

The Sport England contributions calculator only gives a required contribution
towards the main pitch sports present in the borough, namely football, rugby,
hockey and cricket.

9.2

There are other sports which should also be considered in this SPD known as
non-pitch sports which can include; bowling greens, MUGA’s, tennis courts, and
netball/basketball courts. The potential current and future needs for these sports
facilities are set out in the Playing Pitch Strategy. As stated earlier, the PPS
does not identify a current or future unmet demand for tennis or netball.
Contributions towards these non-pitch sports will therefore not be sought unless
additional future evidence is provided which demonstrates a future need in the
borough.

9.3

Contributions towards the provision and enhancement of MUGA’s across the
borough are included as part of the methodology and calculations set out in the
Open Space: Developer Contributions SPD relating to Children and Young
People’s open space. Contributions towards MUGA’s will therefore not be
sought within this SPD.

9.4

It is therefore suggested that the only other non-pitch sport which this SPD
could require contributions towards is bowls, based on the identification of a
potential future need in the PPS. Whether a contribution is required towards
bowls will be considered on a case by case basis, and whether the
development would directly impact on the need for bowls in the borough.

9.5

There are also other facilities such as athletics which are not included in the
Playing Pitch Strategy. Given the required size and costs of athletics facilities,
they are considered to be of a strategic scale across North Northamptonshire,
and so will be planned for and funded on a more strategic scale across North
Northamptonshire as opportunities and demand arises.

9.6

On larger sites such as the two SUEs it would be expected that a variety of both
pitch and non-pitch provision would be provided on site which could include
facilities for the sports referenced above.

5

https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-guidance/sportsfacility-calculator/
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10.0

The Design of Sport Facilities

10.1 New or enhanced sports facilities should seek to meet the highest standards of
design to ensure that they become well used and that they do not unacceptably
impact on the character of the local area or on local amenity for new or existing
residents. In designing the layout of the facility consideration should be had to
both the proposed function of the site and its appearance and location with
regard to other neighbouring uses.
10.2 In considering a facility’s design and layout particular attention should be made
to any proposed lighting and any proposed noise expected from the proposal.
This should be an important consideration in ensuring that facilities do not lead
to unacceptable amenity impacts on local residents.
10.3 Consideration should also be given to ensure sports provision does not have a
detrimental impact on the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection
Area (SPA)6. Appropriate survey work will be required to determine if there is
likely to be an impact to birds associated with the SPA. For any new sports
provision within 2km of the SPA outside of the existing settlements the advice of
Natural England should be sought.
10.4 A Place Shaping SPD is currently being produced across North
Northamptonshire by the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning and Delivery
Unit. This document could include specific design advice relating to open space
and sports facilities. Once adopted, this document will form the basis for
assessing whether a development would result in a high quality, well designed
facility.
10.5 Developers are also advised to use and refer to national and regional guidance
to ensure that the design and layout of sports facilities is appropriate. This
should include guidance from the relevant sports governing bodies, Sport
England and Northamptonshire Sport.
11.0

Exemptions

11.1 All development of 10 or more dwellings or 0.3ha or more site area will be
expected to provide developer contributions towards playing pitch provision in
accordance with Policy GI5 of the PBW. There are however, certain special
circumstances when these contributions will either be reduced or not be
required.
11.2 Any proposal specifically proposing to meet the housing needs of older people,
including Retirement housing, Supported Housing and Care Homes will require
reduced contribution towards playing pitches. Whether any contribution is
required in these cases will depend on the nature of older person’s provision
being proposed. Participation in sports by older persons should be encouraged
and the nationwide growth of participation in games such as walking football are
testament to the fact that older residents still require access to playing pitches
and so it is may be appropriate to require some contribution from certain types
6

Refer to the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection Area Supplementary Planning Document
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of older persons schemes towards playing pitch provision.
11.3 On older persons housing schemes, it would be unreasonable to require
contributions towards youth football or mini-soccer. Contributions towards these
sports facilities will therefore be removed from consideration
11.4 Where a development is proposing appropriate on-site provision of playing
pitches to reflect the needs generated from the development then a further off
site contribution would not be required. It should be noted that the provision of
one type of playing pitch on site may not necessarily preclude the need for an
off-site contribution towards another type of playing pitch.
11.5 In all other situations a residential development of 10 or more dwellings or 0.3ha
or above site area should make contributions towards playing pitches based on
this SPD.
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Appendices
Appendix 1: Action Plan (Extracted from Borough Council of Wellingborough Playing Pitch Strategy and Action Plan, January 2019, Knight, Kavanagh & Page)
Site
ID
2

Site

Bozeat Playing Field

Sport

Management

Current status

Recommended actions

Football

Community
Organisation

Two adult pitches and one youth 9v9 pitch
all rated poor quality. The adult pitches are
currently used for youth 11v11 matches
and are overplayed by 1.5 match
equivalent sessions. The youth 9v9 pitch
is played to capacity at peak time.

Improve pitch quality of pitches
to increase capacity and
alleviate overplay at the site.
Consider reconfiguring adult
pitches to youth 11v11 pitches to
better accommodate demand.

FA
Community
Organisation

One poor quality macadam court which is
available for community use but is not
floodlit.

Improve court quality and
explore installation of
floodlighting to improve
community offer should demand
exist.
Improve the quality of pitches to
further increase capacity at the
site.
Utilise actual spare capacity
through the transfer of demand
from overplayed sites or via
future demand.
Look at improving the quality of
the changing facilities.
Improve quality and retain as an
informal, free to use facility and
explore floodlighting options.
Sustain pitch quality through
continued appropriate
maintenance regimes.
Ensure facilities are suitable to
allow Wellingborough Town FC
to progress through the football
pyramid system.
Secure tenure of the site as the
current agreement is restricting
access to funding and may
prevent progression through the
football pyramid.
Subject to the above, improve
quality of the ancillary facilities,
in particular to meet necessary
requirements for Step 5 and
above. Look into accessing The
Football Stadia Improvement
Fund.
Improve pitch quality through
improved maintenance regimes
to further increase capacity at
the site.
Look at improving the quality of
the changing facilities.

LTA
Community
Organisation

Tennis

4

Croyland Park

Football

Wellingborough
Norse on behalf of
the Council

MUGA

5

6

Dog and Duck Stadium

Eastfield Park

December 2018

Football

Football

Two standard quality adult pitches which
have actual spare capacity of 1.5 match
equivalent sessions at peak time. The
changing facilities are rated as standard
quality.

One standard quality MUGA, with
macadam surface, which is not floodlit.
Club

Wellingborough
Norse on behalf of
the Council

One good quality adult pitch used by
Wellingborough Town FC which is suitable
for Step 5 football. Spare capacity of one
match equivalent session discounted due
to unsecure tenure and to ensure optimum
pitch quality. Wellingborough Town FC
highlight the need to improve the ancillary
facilities.

Two standard quality adult pitches which
each have one match equivalent session
of actual spare capacity at peak time.
There are issues concerning onsite
drainage. The changing facilities are rated
as standard quality.

Strategy: Knight Kavanagh & Page

Partners

BCW
FA

Site
hierarchy
tier
Local site

Local site

-

FA
Club

BCW
FA

Local site

Local site

Priority

Timescales

Cost

Aim

H

S

L

Protect
Enhance

H

S

L

L

L

M

M

M

L

L

M

L

L

L

M

L

L

L

H

L

L

H

M

M

H

S

L

M

M

M

M

M

M

L

L

M

Protect
Enhance

Protect
Enhance

Protect
Enhance
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Site
ID
8

9

Site

Sport

Management

Finedon Dolben Cricket
Club

Cricket

Club

Finedon Recreation Ground

Football

Club

Cricket

Bowls

MUGA

10

Friars Academy

Football

MUGA

December 2018

School

Current status

Recommended actions

One standard quality square with 20
wickets. No actual spare capacity at peak
time, however, could accommodate one
additional senior team on a Sunday or
midweek.
The Club also has two senior men’s teams
displaced to Colworth House CC in Milton
Keynes.
The Club aspires to develop a second site
and is exploring options at Finedon
Recreational Ground and the adjoining
field to its current home ground, both of
which would require a significant amount
of investment.
Ancillary facilities are rated good.
The Club plans to build an indoor cricket
net facility at the site.
One mini 5v5 pitch and one adult pitch,
both of which are rated poor quality. The
adult pitch is overplayed by 1 match
equivalent session at peak time. The mini
5v5 pitch has actual spare capacity of 1
match equivalent session at peak time but
this has been discounted due to poor pitch
quality.

Improve quality to bring the
square up to good quality.
Support the Club with its
aspirations to develop a second
site, which would provide
capacity for the two displaced
teams. At a minimum this site
would require four wickets.
Support the Club with aspirations
to create an indoor cricket net
facility, that would benefit other
clubs in the area.

ECB
Club

Improve pitch quality to increase
capacity of pitches and reduce
overplay.

FA
Club

No provision currently onsite but Finedon
Dolben CC aspire to develop a second
site. Finedon Recreation Ground has been
considered.
One standard quality green used by
Finedon Town BC and is overplayed by 41
members. The green is not floodlit and
there are quality issues concerning
gradient, evenness and drainage. The site
has good quality ancillary facilities.

Explore feasibility of site acting
as second site for Finedon
Dolben CC.
Improve quality of the green to
ensure sustainability, in
particular look at improving
drainage.
Support the Club to ensure
sustainability of the site.

One poor quality MUGA with macadam
surface, which is not floodlit.
One poor quality mini 7v7 pitch. Actual
spare capacity has been discounted as the
pitch is not available for community use.

Two MUGAs, one rated standard quality
with no community and one rated poor
quality with community use. Both
macadam surface. Neither MUGA is
floodlit.

Priority

Timescales

Cost

Aim

H

S

L

H

M

H

Protect
Enhance
Provide

L

L

M

M

M

L

ECB
Club

H

M

M

Bowls
England
Club

M

S

M

Improve quality and retain as an
informal, free to use facility and
explore floodlighting options.

-

L

L

L

Retain provision and improve
pitch quality to increase capacity
at the site. In particular for
curricular and extracurricular
demand.
Retain provision and improve
pitch quality to increase capacity
at the site. In particular for
curricular and extracurricular
demand.

FA
School

L

M

L

L

M

L

Strategy: Knight Kavanagh & Page

Partners

School

Site
hierarchy
tier
Local site

Key
centre

Local site

Protect
Enhance

Protect
Enhance
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Site
ID
11

12

14

15

Site

Great Doddington
Recreation Ground

Grendon Cricket Club

Grendon Sapphires Football
Club

Irchester Sports Association

Sport

Management

Football

Club

Cricket

Football

Football

Club

Club

Community
Organisation

Cricket

16

Isham Cricket Club

Football

Cricket

December 2018

Club

Current status

Recommended actions

One adult and one mini 7v7 pitch, both
rated as standard quality. Both pitches
have actual spare capacity of 0.5 match
equivalent session at peak time. Pitch
maintenance has declined leading to a
decrease in pitch quality.

Improve pitch quality through
appropriate maintenance
regimes to further increase pitch
capacity.
Utilise actual spare capacity
through the transfer of demand
from overplayed sites or via
future demand.
Seek quality improvements to
bring the square up to good
quality.
Pursue security of tenure to help
support replacement of the
clubhouse.
Improve quality of ancillary
facilities. Explore potential
funding streams.
Improve pitch quality to increase
capacity.
Utilise actual spare capacity
through the transfer of demand
from overplayed sites or via
future demand.
Improve pitch quality through
appropriate maintenance
regimes to increase capacity and
reduce overplay.

One standard quality square with seven
grass wickets used by Northampton Saints
Grendon CC. The ancillary facilities are
rated as standard quality. The Club
aspires to replace the clubhouse;
however, the site does not have security of
tenure.

One adult pitch, one youth 9v9 and one
youth 7v7 pitch, all rated poor quality. The
youth pitches are played to capacity at
peak time. Actual spare capacity of the
adult pitch has been discounted due to
poor quality.
Two adult, one youth 9v9 and one mini
7v7, all of which are of poor quality. The
adult pitch is currently used for youth
11v11 matches and is overplayed by 0.5
match equivalent sessions. The youth 9v9
is currently played to capacity at peak
time. The mini 7v7 pitch has no actual
spare capacity.
One standard quality square with nine
grass wickets used by Irchester CC. No
actual spare capacity at peak period,
however, could accommodate one
additional senior team on a Sunday or
midweek.
The ancillary facilities are rated standard
quality.
One standard quality adult pitch which has
actual spare capacity of 0.5 match
equivalent sessions at peak time.

One standard quality square with eight
grass wickets used by Isham CC with
good quality training facilities. Islam CC is
overplayed by 20 sessions per season.
The Club is rated as having standard
quality ancillary facilities.

Consider reconfiguration of one
adult pitch to youth 11v11 to
better accommodate demand.
Seek quality improvements to
bring the square up to good
quality.
Improve quality of ancillary
facilities. Explore potential
funding streams.

Improve quality and maximise
use. utilise spare capacity
through the transfer of demand
from overplayed sites or via
future demand.
Seek quality improvements to
bring the square up to good
quality to help address overplay.
Potential to access new pitch at
Glenvale Park to accommodate
some overplay.
Explore potential funding
streams to improve quality of
ancillary facilities.
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Partners

FA
Club

ECB
Club

FA
Club

FA
Community
Organisation

Site
hierarchy
tier
Local site

Local site

Local site

Local site

ECB
Community
Organisation

FA
Club

ECB
Club

Local site

Priority

Timescales

Cost

Aim

M

M

L

Protect
Enhance

L

M

L

H

S

L

H

S

L

L

M

M

M

M

L

L

M

L

H

S

L

M

S

L

H

S

L

L

L

M

M

S

L

L

M

L

H

S

L

H

M

H

L

L

M

Protect
Enhance

Protect
Enhance

Protect
Enhance

Protect
Enhance
Provide
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Site
ID
17

18

Site

Sport

Management

Little Harrowden

Cricket

Club

Mears Ashby Playing Field

Football

Community
Organisation

Cricket

19

21

Oakway Academy

Overstone Park Cricket Club

December 2018

Football

Cricket

School

Club

Current status

Recommended actions

One poor quality square with four grass
wickets. Used by Little Harrowden CC and
Isham CC and is overplayed by three
sessions per season. Quality issues
concerning grass length, uneven wickets
and outfields. The site is protected
preventing it being levelled. Ancillary
facilities are considered to be of standard
quality.

Seek quality improvements to
bring the square up to good
quality.
Pursue security of tenure to
allow club to access funding
streams.
Improve quality of ancillary
facilities. Explore potential
funding streams.
Improve pitch quality to increase
capacity.

One poor quality adult pitch with actual
spare capacity of 0.5 match equivalent
session discounted due to poor quality
pitch.

One poor quality square with 10 grass
wickets used by Mears Ashby CC. No
actual spare capacity at peak period,
however, could accommodate one
additional senior team on a Sunday or
midweek if quality was improved.
Practice facilities assessed as being of
poor quality due to uneven NTP surface
and poor quality nets. Ancillary facilities
are considered to be of a standard quality.
Three standard quality youth 9v9 pitches
with actual spare capacity of 1.5 match
equivalent sessions at peak time
discounted due to unsecure tenure.

Two squares used by Overstone Park CC,
one rated good quality and one rated
standard quality. The good quality square
has 16 grass wickets and a non-turf
wicket. The standard quality square has
seven grass wickets. The site is the only
LMS venue in W ellingborough.
There is no actual spare capacity at peak
period on either square; however, could
accommodate one additional senior team
on a Sunday or midweek.
There are two ancillary facilities
(clubhouse and portacabins) rated as
standard quality. The portacabins require
refurbishment.

Utilise actual spare capacity
through the transfer of demand
from overplayed sites or via
future demand.
Improve square quality and
maximise use.
Improve quality of practice
facilities.
Explore potential funding
streams to improve quality of
ancillary facilities.

Retain provision and improve
pitch quality to increase capacity
at the site.
Utilise actual spare capacity
through the transfer of demand
from overplayed sites or via
future demand.
Pursue security of tenure for club
users via a community use
agreement.
Sustain quality of square rated
as good quality.
Seek quality improvements to
bring the standard quality square
up to good quality.
Explore funding streams to
improve quality of ancillary
facilities.
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Partners

ECB
Club

FA
Community
Organisation

Site
hierarchy
tier
Local site

Local site

ECB
Community
Organisation
Club

FA
School

ECB
Club

Local site

Local site

Priority

Timescales

Cost

Aim

H

S

L

Protect
Enhance

H

S

L

L

L

M

M

M

L

L

M

L

H

S

L

L

M

M

L

L

M

M

S

L

L

L

L

H

S

L

S

L

L

S

S

L

L

L

M

Protect
Enhance

Protect
Enhance

Protect
Enhance
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Site
ID
22

23

Site

Pioneer Sports Ground

Queensway Park

Sport

Management

Football

Council

Football

Wellingborough
Norse on behalf of
Council

Redwell Leisure Centre

Football

Bowls

Cricket

Tennis
(Disused)

December 2018

Recommended actions

Two standard quality adult pitches solely
used for youth 11v11 matches and one
standard quality youth 9v9 pitch. No spare
capacity on the adult or youth pitches at
peak time.

Improve pitch quality to increase
capacity.
Consider reconfiguration of adult
pitches to youth 11v11 to better
accommodate demand.
Improve pitch quality to increase
capacity.
Given that site is not currently
being used by adult teas,
consider reconfiguration of youth
11v11 pitches to accommodate
youth 11v11 teams playing on
adult size pitches.
Utilise actual spare capacity
through the transfer of demand
from youth 11v11 teams playing
on adult pitches.
Improve quality and retain as an
informal, free to use facility and
explore floodlighting options.

BCW
FA

Improve pitch quality to further
increase capacity at the site.
Following improvements to pitch
quality, utilise actual spare
capacity through the transfer of
demand from overplayed sites or
via future demand.
Support development of new full
sized 3G pitch at site.

BCW
FA
ECB

Two poor quality adult pitches. Actual
spare capacity of two match equivalent
sessions at peak time discounted due to
poor pitch quality.

Two MUGAs, one rated good quality and
one rated standard quality. Neither MUGA
is floodlit. Both have a macadam surface.

MUGA

24

Current status

Wellingborough
Norse on behalf of
Council

Two poor quality youth 11v11 pitches with
actual spare capacity of 1.5 match
sessions at peak time. The site also
supports walking football. Changing
facilities are rated as standard quality.
Planning permission has been granted for
a new full sized 3G pitch to be developed
at Redwell Leisure Centre. This
development is due to start January 2019,
with the view of it being complete by July
2019. This is; however, subject to a
successful application to the Football
Foundation for match funding.
One good quality green used by
Wellingborough Old Grammarians BC.
The green has capacity for 19 additional
members.
Ancillary facilities are rated as being of
good quality, however, the Club suggest
they are of standard quality, with a need
for the toilet facilities to be improved.
One cricket square with one non-turf
wicket, rated as standard quality. The
centre has the only standalone NTP in
Wellingborough. This is due to be taken
out of use by the end of 2018 due to
development of full sized 3G pitch.
Three disused macadam courts in poor
condition.

Sustain green quality through
continued appropriate
maintenance regimes.
Support the Club to ensure
sustainability of the site.
Explore funding streams for
improvements to ancillary
facilities.
Provide new cricket pitch via the
Glenvale Park housing
development to mitigate loss of
the NTP. This will also help to
address displaced demand and
overplay at other sites.
No identified demand to retain as
tennis courts. However, further
investigate potential demand for
outdoor netball courts and the
setup of a local league.
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Partners

Priority

Timescales

Cost

Aim

M

S

L

Protect
Enhance

M

S

L

H

S

L

M

S

L

H

S

L

L

L

L

H

S

L

M

S

L

H

S

H

H

L

L

M

L

L

L

M

L

BCW
ECB

H

M

H

BCW
LTA

M

M

M

BCW
FA

Site
hierarchy
tier
Local site

Local site

-

BCW
Bowls
England
Club

Hub site

Protect
Enhance
Provide

Protect
Enhance
Provide
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Site
ID
25

Site

Sir Christopher Hatton
Academy

Sport

Management

Football

School

Tennis

Netball

26

27

Sywell Playing Field

The Grange Sports Field

Football

Football

Council

Community
Organisation

Warwick Academy

December 2018

Football

Recommended actions

One standard quality adult pitch and two
standard quality youth 11v11 pitches. Both
the adult and youth pitches are played to
capacity at peak time.
Seven poor quality macadam courts, all
available for community use but are not
floodlit.

Retain provision and improve
pitch quality to increase capacity
at the site.

FA
School

Retain provision and improve
court quality to increase capacity
at the site. In particular for
curricular and extracurricular
demand.
Sustain provision and improve
court quality to increase capacity
at the site.

Six poor quality courts that are not floodlit.
Site supports the only High 5 session in
Wellingborough. Courts available for
team/club bookings rather than
informal/social use or pay and play.
One poor quality adult pitch. Actual spare
capacity of one match equivalent session
at peak time discounted due to poor pitch
quality.

One standard quality adult pitch with
actual spare capacity of 0.5 match
equivalent sessions at peak time.

One standard quality square with eight
grass wickets and one non-turf wicket
used by Earls Barton CC. No actual spare
capacity at peak period; however, could
accommodate one additional senior team
on a Sunday or midweek.
The NTP has been assessed as standard
quality and is available for community use.
The ancillary facilities have been rated as
standard quality. The Club has just
obtained some section 106 money to
improve its facilities.

Cricket

29

Current status

School

One standard quality mini 7v7 pitch. Actual
spare capacity of three match equivalent
sessions at peak time discounted due to
unsecure tenure.

Improve pitch quality to increase
capacity.
Utilise actual spare capacity
through the transfer of demand
from overplayed sites or via
future demand.
Improve pitch quality to further
increase capacity.
Utilise actual spare capacity
through the transfer of demand
from overplayed sites or via
future demand.
Improve quality to bring the
square up to good quality.
Ensure NTP quality remains
sufficient for competitive play
and resurface wicket when
required.
Utilise actual spare capacity
through the transfer of demand
from overplayed sites or via
future demand.
Support club with refurbish
changing pavilion with obtained
section 106 money.
Retain provision and improve
pitch quality to increase capacity
at the site. In particular for
curricular and extracurricular
demand.
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Partners

Priority

Timescales

Cost

Aim

H

S

L

Protect
Enhance

LTA
School

M

M

L

Netball
England
School

M

M

L

M

S

L

L

M

L

M

M

L

L

M

L

H

S

L

M

L

M

L

M

L

L

S

L

L

M

L

BCW
FA

FA
Community
Organisation

Site
hierarchy
tier
Local site

Local site

Local site

ECB
Community
Organisation
Club

FA
School

Local site

Protect
Enhance

Protect
Enhance

Protect
Enhance
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Site
ID
30

Site

Weavers Academy

Sport

Management

Football

School

Rugby union

31

Wellingborough Old
Grammarians Memorial
Sports Field

Recommended actions

Four standard quality adult pitches. Actual
space capacity of four match equivalent
sessions at peak time discounted as
pitches are not available for community
use.
One senior rugby pitch rated poor quality,
not floodlit and not available for community
use.

Retain provision and improve
pitch quality to increase capacity
at the site. In particular for
curricular and extracurricular
demand.
Retain provision and improve
pitch quality to increase capacity
at the site. In particular for
curricular and extracurricular
demand.
Retain provision and improve
court quality to increase capacity
at the site. In particular for
curricular and extracurricular
demand.
Retain provision and improve
court quality to increase capacity
at the site. In particular for
curricular and extracurricular
demand.
Improve pitch quality by
improved maintenance regimes
to capacity at the site and reduce
overplay.
Given the size and use of the
site, it could be considered for a
3G installation. This would
reduce shortfalls in 3G provision
for training demand and could
help elevate shortfalls, in
particular future shortfalls in mini
7v7 and mini 5v5 provision.
Improve pitch quality and
consider floodlighting. Maximise
use.
Consider extending current
changing facilities to increase
capacity.

Tennis

Eight poor quality macadam courts. No
courts are available for community use,
five are floodlit and three courts are not.

Netball

Six poor quality courts which are not
floodlit.

Football

Rugby union

Cricket

December 2018

Current status

Community
Organisation

Three adult pitches (two standard quality
and one poor quality), four standard
quality mini 7v7 pitches and two standard
quality youth 9v9 pitches. The standard
quality adult pitch is currently overplayed
by 0.5 match equivalent sessions and the
poor quality adult pitch is current being
played to capacity. The mini 7v7 pitches
have no spare capacity at peak time, and
the 9v9 pitches have actual spare capacity
of two match equivalent sessions. Issues
with poorly drained pitches.
Two standard quality senior pitches which
are not floodlit. The site has actual spare
capacity of 0.5 sessions per week, which
could potentially accommodate one
additional senior team per week. The
ancillary facilities are rated good quality,
however, there are issues concerning
accessibility given high levels of demand
on the site.
Two standard quality squares, one has 10
grass wickets and one standard quality
non-turf wicket, the other square has four
grass wickets. The site is overplayed by
17 sessions per season.
Ancillary facilities servicing
Wellingborough Indians CC are rated as
poor quality (dated portacabin and
changing rooms are poor quality). The
Club feels this impacting on member
retention and attracting new players, in
particular young players.

Seek quality improvements to
bring the standard quality square
up to good quality.
Ensure NTP is being utilised to
alleviate pressure on grass
wickets. In particular consider
use for junior play.
Explore funding streams for
refurbishment of the ancillary
facilities accessed by
Wellingborough Indians CC.
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Partners

Priority

Timescales

Cost

Aim

L

M

L

Protect
Enhance

RFU
School

M

M

L

LTA
School

M

M

L

Netball
England
School

M

M

L

H

S

L

M

M/L

H

H

S

L

M

M

M

H

S

L

M

S

L

H

M

M

FA
School

FA
Community
Organisation

RFU
Community
Organisation

ECB
Community
Organisation

Site
hierarchy
tier
Key
centre

Hub site

Protect
Enhance
Provide

24

Site
ID

Site

Sport

Management

Tennis

32

33

Wellingborough Rugby
Football Club

Wellingborough School

Rugby union

Football

Rugby union

Cricket

Netball

Tennis

AGP
(Sand)

December 2018

Club

School

Current status

Recommended actions

Three poor quality macadam courts which
are available for community use but are
not floodlit. Courts are no longer being
used since the tennis section of
Wellingborough Old Grammarians folded.
Three senior pitches, one rated standard
quality and two rated poor quality. The
standard quality pitch is the first team pitch
and is floodlight. The poor quality pitches
are due to inadequate natural drainage
resulting in lower levels of grass coverage.
Overplay at totals 1.75 match equivalent
sessions per week.

No identified demand to bring
back into use for tennis.
Consider area for alternative
sporting uses.

Six standard quality adult pitches with six
match equivalent sessions discounted as
the pitches are not available for
community use.
12 senior rugby pitches, 11 rated standard
quality and one rated good quality. The
good quality rated pitch is the only pitch
that is floodlit.
Three cricket squares, one with 10 grass
wickets, one with eight grass wickets and
one with five grass wickets and one good
quality NTP. None of the wickets, including
the NTP is available for community use.
Five good quality courts, two are floodlit
and three are not. It is the only site in
Wellingborough which provides floodlit
courts. Site is also used for indoor netball
leagues.
Five good quality macadam courts which
are not available for community use. Two
of the five courts are floodlit.
Two good quality full size sand dressed
pitches not available for community use.
The surfaces of the pitches were provided
in 2012. An England Hockey Development
Centre is currently operating from the site.

Priority

Timescales

Cost

L

M

M

H

S

M

H

S

H

L

M

L

RFU
School

M

S

L

ECB
School

M

L

L

Retain and sustain court quality
for curricular and extracurricular
use.

Netball
England
School

M

L

L

Retain and sustain court quality
for curricular and extracurricular
use.
Protect as a hockey suitable
surface. If desire to resurface to
3G arises, ensure consultation
with England Hockey takes place
to understand impact on hockey
participation.
Ensure a sinking fund is in place
for long-term sustainability.

LTA
School

M

L

L

School

M

L

L

M

M

H

Improve quality of all pitches on
site to increase capacity and
reduce overplay. In particular
look at options to improve
drainage.
Explore feasibility of a W RC 3G
pitch at this site. Alternatively, if
installing provision at
Wellingborough RFC is not
possible, consideration should
be made to the RFU working in
partnership with the FA so that a
new 3G pitch at an alternative
site is compliant for rugby usage,
whilst also alleviating football
shortfalls.
Retain and improve quality of
standard quality pitches to meet
curricular and extracurricular
demand.
Retain and improve quality of
standard quality pitches to meet
curricular and extracurricular
demand.
Retain and sustain quality for
curricular and extracurricular
demand.
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Partners

Site
hierarchy
tier

LTA
Community
Organisation

RFU
Club

FA
School

Local site

Key
centre

Aim

Protect
Enhance
Provide

Protect
Enhance

25

Site
ID
34

Site

Sport

Management

Wellingborough Town
Cricket Club

Cricket

Club

35

Wilby Playing Field

Football

Community
Organisation

36

Wollaston Playing Field

Football

Community
Organisation

Tennis

Wollaston School

Football

Rugby union

December 2018

Recommended actions

One good quality square with 17 grass
wickets. No actual spare capacity at peak
period; however, due to site having spare
capacity, it could accommodate one
additional senior team on a Sunday or
midweek.
Good quality facilities including changing
rooms and disabled toilets. Practice net
and NTP strips are reaching the end of
their lifespan.
The Club has aspiration to bring displaced
teams back to play in Wellingborough.
One poor quality adult pitch which is also
used for youth 11v11 matches which is
currently played to capacity.

Sustain square quality through
appropriate maintenance
regimes.

One poor quality adult pitch currently
overplayed by 0.5 match equivalent
sessions. One poor quality youth 11v11
pitch overplayed by two match equivalent
sessions.

Improve pitch quality to increase
capacity and reduce overplay at
the site. Additionally, pitch
quality needs to be at suitable
level to accommodate W ollaston
Victoria FC playing at Step 7.
Improve square quality by
resolving drainage issues to
increase capacity at the site.
Potential to access new pitch at
Glenvale Park to accommodate
displaced demand.

One standard quality square with six grass
wickets used by Wollaston CC. Issues with
waterlogging onsite. Ancillary facilities
rated as good quality. The Club has
access to training nets of good quality. It
has one team playing outside of
Wellingborough.
Two good quality macadam courts which
are available for community use and are
floodlit. The courts are accompanied by
changing provision/social space. Potential
park hub site.

Cricket

37

Current status

School

Two adult and two youth 9v9 pitches, all
standard quality. There is actual spare
capacity on the youth pitches of 1.5 match
equivalent sessions at peak time
discounted due to poor pitch quality. No
spare capacity at peak time on the adult
pitches. Wollaston Victoria Youth FC (Step
7) have no access to changing facilities at
the weekend resulting in the team
incurring fines. Clubs access the smaller
sized sand AGP for training.
Two standard quality senior pitches. Both
pitches are available for community use
but are unused. Neither pitch is floodlit.
Pitches are used for curricular and
extracurricular activity. Site has potential
to accommodate one match equivalent
session per week however, this does not
transfer to actual spare capacity due to
lack of tenure security on site.

Partners

ECB
Club

Site
hierarchy
tier
Local site

Priority

Timescales

Cost

Aim

H

L

L

Protect
Enhance
Provide

H

S

L

L

M

M

Local site

M

M

L

Protect
Enhance

Local site

M

M

L

Protect
Enhance

H

S

L

M

S

L

H

L

L

L

M

L

H

S

L

H

S

L

H

S

L

M

M

Club is a priority to access new
pitch at Glenvale Park which
could accommodate displaced
demand.
Replace practice nets and
resurface NTP strips that are
reaching the end of their
lifespan.
Improve pitch quality to increase
capacity.

FA
Community
Organisation
FA
Community
Organisation

ECB
Community
Organisation

Sustain court quality through
appropriate maintenance
regimes.
Explore potential of making this
site a Tennis Park Hub site.
Improve pitch quality to utilise
actual spare capacity on youth
pitches.
Explore options of a community
use agreement to create security
for club accessing site.
Explore options of opening up
changing facilities for Wollaston
Victoria Youth FC to prevent club
incurring fines.

LTA
Community
Organisation

Retain provision and improve
pitch quality to increase capacity
at the site. In particular for
curricular and extracurricular
demand.

RFU
School
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FA
School
Club

Local site

Protect
Enhance

26

Site
ID

38

39

41

Site

Wrenn Academy
(Doddington Road Site)

Wrenn Academy (London
Road Site)

The Victoria Mill Ground

Sport

Current status

Recommended actions

Tennis

Eight standard quality artificial turf courts
which are available for community use
(bookings rather than informal play) and
are floodlit.

Netball

Three standard quality macadam surface
courts which are not floodlit.

Retain provision and improve
court quality to increase capacity
at the site. In particular for
curricular and extracurricular
demand.
Improve court quality and retain
for curricular and extra-curricular
demand.

Football

Management

School

Three poor quality adult pitches. All three
pitches are played to capacity at peak
time.

Netball

Three poor quality courts which are not
floodlit.

Rugby

One standard quality senior pitch which is
not floodlit. The pitch has spare capacity of
one session per week. Pitch used for
curricular and extracurricular activity.
A full size, good quality sand based AGP
available for community use and is floodlit.
The surface of the pitch was provided in
2013. Football clubs are accessing the
AGP for training, however, are likely to
transfer to the new 3G pitch at Redwell
Leisure Centre. The site is serviced by
good ancillary facilities.
Three standard quality adult pitches and
one standard quality youth 9v9 pitch used
by Wellingborough Whitworth FC, which
plays at Step 5 of the football pyramid.
The adult pitch has actual spare capacity
of two match sessions at peak time and
the youth 9v9 pitch has actual spare
capacity of one match equivalent session
at peak time. Pitches are poorly drained
and exacerbated by its proximity to the
river. The changing facilities are
insufficient to meet the demand of multiple
fixtures at one time.

AGP
(Sand)

Club

Priority

Timescales

Cost

LTA
School

L

M

L

Netball
England
School
FA
School

L

M

L

M

M

L

Netball
England
School

M

M

L

RFU
School

L

M

L

H

L

L

H

L

L

H

S

L

H

M

M

H

M

M

Protect as a hockey suitable
surface and sustain quality.
Maximise use for hockey training
and informal sports use.
Ensure a sinking fund is in place
for long-term sustainability.

School
FA
Club

FA
Club

42

Guillemot Lane NEAP

NEAP

Council

One standard quality NEAP which is not
floodlit.

Improve pitch quality through
improved maintenance regimes
to increase actual spare capacity
and provide pitches of good
enough quality for Step 5
football.
Consider developing the
changing facilities to
accommodate demand.
Ensure facilities are suitable to
allow Wellingborough Whitworth
FC to progress through the
football pyramid system.
Improve quality and retain as an
informal, free to use facility.

43

Kilborn Road MUGA

MUGA

Council

One poor quality MUGA with macadam
surface, which is not floodlit.

44

Little Harrowden Play Park

MUGA

Council

45

Nest Farm Crescent MUGA
and youth shelter

MUGA

Council

December 2018

Football

School

Retain provision and improve
pitch quality to increase capacity
at the site. In particular for
curricular and extracurricular
demand.
Retain provision and improve
court quality to increase capacity
at the site. In particular for
curricular and extracurricular
demand.
Retain provision and improve
pitch quality for curricular and
extracurricular demand.

Partners

Site
hierarchy
tier

Local site

Local site

Local site

BCW

Local site

L

L

L

Improve quality and retain as an
informal, free to use facility.

BCW

Local site

L

L

L

One standard quality MUGA with
macadam surface, which is not floodlit.

Improve quality and retain as an
informal, free to use facility.

BCW

Local site

L

L

L

One standard quality MUGA with
macadam surface, which is not floodlit.

Improve quality and retain as an
informal, free to use facility.

BCW

Local site

L

L

L
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Aim

Protect

Protect
Enhance

Protect
Enhance

Protect
Enhance
Protect
Enhance
Protect
Enhance
Protect
Enhance
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Site
ID

Site

Sport

Management

Current status

Recommended actions

47

Stanwell Way LEAP 2

MUGA

Council

One standard MUGA with macadam
surface, which is not floodlit.

Improve quality and retain as an
informal, free to use facility.

48

Webbs Lane MUGA

MUGA

Council

One poor quality MUGA with macadam
surface, which is not floodlit.

52

Little Harrowden play park

MUGA

Council

53

Swanspool gardens

Tennis

Council

Bowls

56

Castle Field NEAP

NEAP

Council

58

Banks Park

Tennis

Club

59

Earls Barton Tennis Club

Tennis

Bowls

December 2018

Club

Priority

Timescales

Cost

Aim

BCW

Site
hierarchy
tier
Local site

L

L

L

Improve quality and retain as an
informal, free to use facility.

BCW

Local site

L

L

L

One standard quality MUGA with
macadam surface, which is not floodlit.

Improve quality and retain as an
informal, free to use facility.

BCW

Local site

L

L

L

Two good quality artificial turf courts. Both
are available for community use but are
not floodlit. The site has minimal evidence
of wear and tear; however, the posts and
nets require refurbishment. There is on
site changing provision.

Sustain court quality through
appropriate maintenance
regimes and explore installation
of floodlighting to improve
community offer and ensure
informal use is maintained.
Undertake refurbishment to
posts and nets.
Explore potential of making this
site a Tennis Park Hub site.
Improve green quality through
appropriate maintenance
regimes and refurbishment to the
ditches and boards.
Improve quality of the ancillary
facilities.

BCW
LTA

Local site

H

L

L

Protect
Enhance
Protect
Enhance
Protect
Enhance
Protect
Enhance

M

M

L

M

M

L

M

M

L

L

L

L

Two standard quality greens used by
Mears Ashby RBL BC and rented by
Swanspool BC for home fixtures. Some
signs of wear and tear and the ditches and
boards need refurbishment. Ancillary
facilities rated as standard quality. Mears
Ashby RBL BC has access only to the
toilets.
One poor quality NEAP which is not
floodlit.
Two good quality macadam courts used
by Finedon TC which are available for
community use but are not floodlit. The
courts are accompanied by changing
provision and Finedon TC has access to
portacabins.
Three artificial grass courts; two rated poor
quality and one rated good quality. All
courts are available for community use
and are floodlit. The Club is in the process
of developing three mini macadam tennis
courts which will not have floodlighting.
The Club highlights the need for car
parking provision and two potential
locations have been identified. The
ancillary facilities are rated as standard
quality. However, there are no disabled
toilets and disabled access to the site is
limited.
One standard quality green used by Earls
Barton BC. The site has space for seven
rinks but has reduced this to six due to
quality. The green has potential to
accommodate nine additional members.
As for tennis, the ancillary facilities are

Partners

BCW
Bowls
England
Club

Improve quality and retain as an
informal, free to use facility.
Ensure quality of the tennis court
are sustained.
Consider installation of
floodlights to increase
community offer.
Explore potential of making this
site a Tennis Park Hub site.

BCW

Local site

L

L

L

Protect

LTA
Club

Local site

H

L

L

Protect

L

M

M

L

M

L

Court quality needs improving in
order to be able to continue to
accommodate current demand
as well as remain usable for
future demand.
Explore funding options to
refurbish the changing facilities
including addressing disability
access/toilets to service both
tennis and bowls.
Progress discussions with the
land owners in relation to
improving car parking provision.
Improve green quality to
increase capacity through use of
the seventh rink.
Improve ancillary facilities by
refurbishing the toilets and
changing facilities

LTA
Club

H

S

M

M

M

M

L

S

L

H

S

L

M

M

L
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Bowls
England
Club

Local Site

Protect
Enhance
Provide
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Site
ID

60

61

62

Site

Wellingborough Bowls Club

Irchester Bowls Club

Irchester NEAP

Sport

Bowls

Bowls

NEAP

Management

Club

Club

Council

Current status

Recommended actions

rated as standard quality. However, there
are no disabled toilets and disabled
access to the site is limited.

Explore funding options to
refurbish the changing facilities
including addressing disability
access/toilets to service both
tennis and bowls.
Ensure quality of the bowling
green is sustained through
appropriate maintenance
regimes.
Further investigate the need for
new provision at Wellingborough
Bowls Club given high levels of
overplay expressed.
Sustain green quality through
continued appropriate
maintenance regimes.
Consider installation of
floodlights to increase the
capacity to accommodate
overplay and future demand.
Taking the above into account,
further investigate the need for
access to new provision given
high levels of overplay
expressed and potential future
demand identified.
Improve quality and retain as an
informal, free to use facility.

One good quality green which is not
floodlit and used by Wellingborough BC
and Northants Retired Police Bowls
Association. Significantly overplayed by
112 members.

One good quality green which is not
floodlit. The green is overused by 48
members and the Club aspires to grow by
an additional 30 members. The ancillary
facilities are rated as standard quality.

One standard quality NEAP which is not
floodlit.

Partners

Bowls
England
Club

Bowls
England
Club

BCW

Site
hierarchy
tier

Local site

Local site

Local site

Priority

Timescales

Cost

M

M

M

H

L

L

H

S

H

M

L

L

H

S

M

H

S

M

L

L

L

Aim

Protect
Enhance

Project
Enhance

Protect
Enhance

29

Appendix 2: PLAYING PITCH STRATEGY DEVELOPER
CONTRIBUTIONS TOOLKIT
(extracted from Borough Council of Wellingborough Playing Pitch Strategy and Action
Plan, January 2019, Knight, Kavanagh & Page)
Introduction
This is a step by step guide to securing developer contributions for playing pitch and outdoor
sports facilities in Wellingborough and using the Wellingborough Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS).
For any application warranting a developer contribution the following processes should be
followed in order to help inform the potential needs a new housing development may require
and/or should look to consider.
In accordance with National Planning Policy Guidance, contributions should not be sought from
developments of 10 units or less, and which have a maximum combined gross floor space of no
more than 1,000 square metres (gross internal area).
Any obligations sought should be based on a tailored approach to each development, using the
robust evidence base provided as part of the Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) to help with clearly
justifying the needs arising and how they are to be met.
Step by step guide
Step 1

Determine the playing pitch requirement resulting from the
development
The main tool for determining this is the PPS New Development
Calculator which is a Sport England tool provided on completion of the
Strategy. This has been populated with the current demand data from
the Playing Pitch Assessment Report.

Navigation

Wellingborough SE
Playing Pitch New D

The PPS Assessment Report provides an estimate of future demand for key pitch sports
(football, rugby, hockey and cricket) based on population forecasts and club consultation. This
demand is translated into teams likely to be generated, rather than actual pitch provision
required.
The PPS New Development Calculator adds to this, updating the likely demand generated for
pitch sports based on housing increases and converts the demand into match equivalent
sessions and the number of pitches required. This is achieved by taking the current
demand/team generation rates (TGRs) and population in the PPS Assessment Report to
determine how many new teams would be generated from an increase in population derived
from hosing growth. This also gives the associated costs of supplying the increased pitch
provision.
Part 5 of PPS New Development Calculator provides an estimation of the number of new
pitches that would be required to meet the match equivalent sessions presented in Part 3. Part
5 also presents an estimate of the associated costs for providing these new pitches. Please
note that these are indicative costs only and appropriate local work should be undertaken to
determine the true costs of any new pitches.
As identified within the Strategy, the longer term aim is to move towards increasing use of 3G
pitches to accommodate competitive football fixtures. Therefore, there is a case to suggest that
contributions towards football provision (and in some cases rugby union) could be made. Such
December 2018
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provision would, however, require a business plan for the facility which aligned to FA
programming and pricing and to encourage use of the facility on weekday evenings for training
and for fixtures at weekends.
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DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS TOOLKIT

Step 2

Determine the other pitch and non-pitch requirements
resulting from the development
Use the Playing Pitch Strategy to identify level of need that may
be generated from new development(s) for outdoor sporting
provision not included within the PPS New Development
Calculator.

Navigation

Playing Pitch Strategy
(Part 4 & 6)

The PPS New Development Calculator does not calculate demand for other types of pitches or
non-pitch provision which may be played in the Area. However, the PPS identifies (where
relevant) current and future demand for the following additional types of outdoor sporting
provision; bowling greens, tennis courts, netball.
Where there is no identified shortfall in provision or future demand for new provision within an
area relevant to the development (e.g. an analysis area or settlement), consideration should be
given to the nearest site to the development containing that type of pitch provision. This should
consider if the site could benefit from a contribution towards increasing capacity to meet likely
need generated from the development. For example, this could include increasing quality,
addition of ancillary facilities such as floodlighting, changing rooms or car parking. Use the PPS
action plan to identify site by site recommendations.
Step 3

Determine whether new provision is required and whether this
should be on or off site
Consider if the nearest site/s to the development containing that type
of provision could benefit from a contribution towards increasing
capacity to meet likely need generated from the development. If there
are no potential options to improve existing, or extend planned
provision to create additional capacity then new provision will be
required.
Where the calculator does not create demand for a whole pitch, which
is often the case for smaller size developments, it is recommended to
make a contribution to increasing the capacity of an existing site to
meet demand generated from the development.

Navigation

PPS Action Plan
(Part 6)

When identifying a site for off site contributions, consider the proximity and location of existing
playing pitch sites and whether it could help serve the new development. Identify the analysis
area in which the development sits and identify if there are any Hub sites or Key centres within
the Area.
If there are no analysis areas or the development site is close to the local authority boundary,
apply an initial one mile radius around the site in order to help identify the nearest priority sites.
This may require consultation with neighbouring authorities.
Hub sites are of Borough wide importance where users are willing to travel further to access the
range and high quality of facilities offered. Hub sites are likely to be multi-sport facilities. These
have been identified on the basis of high impact on addressing the issues identified in the
assessment.
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Key centres although these sites are more community focused, some are still likely to service a
wider analysis area (or slightly wider). However, there may be more of a focus on a specific
sport i.e. a dedicated site.
Step 4

Determine how best to satisfy demand through new onsite
provision
To further help determine how best to satisfy demand for new onsite
provision, use the Playing Pitch Strategy to identify existing shortfalls
and consult with local clubs/groups to identify local issues.

Navigation

Playing Pitch
Strategy (Part 1
Headline
Findings)

Although the Playing Pitch Strategy will help to identify existing shortfalls (and in doing so
provide a guide as to how best to meet demand generated from the new development), local
clubs/groups should be consulted to further update the most recent local situation. Useful
questions to answer may include, for example:
 Are there any teams/clubs playing outside of the local area (displaced demand) which could
utilise provision at the site?
 Do any local clubs identify existing plans/demand for access to new provision?
 Are there any overplayed sites in the local area where existing demand could be transferred
to a new site?
 Do any local clubs identify any latent demand (i.e. if they had access to more pitches they
could they field more teams?)
Step 5

Determine how best to satisfy demand through new offsite
provision
Identify the potential sites for investment within the Playing Pitch
Strategy Action Plan to help determine how best to meet demand
generated from the new development.

Navigation

PPS Action Plan
(Part 6)

Consider the location of the new population (e.g. the location of the development site) alongside
the results of the PPS assessment work. This will enable you to understand the nature of the
current playing pitch sites within an appropriate catchment of the new population and the issues
in the area. This may lead to suggestions of one or more ways of meeting the estimated
demand, such as:
 Enhancing existing pitches to increase their capacity and ensure adequate maintenance to
maintain the higher level of use
 Securing greater community access to currently restricted provision and undertaking
necessary works to allow such use to occur (e.g. enhanced changing provision)
 Providing new playing pitches on existing sites.
This decision should be based on the potential to improve existing facilities within an
appropriate catchment of a development to create additional capacity, and how realistic it is
given the nature of the local area to provide new provision. For example, there may be some
poor quality playing fields that could potentially be improved with additional drainage and longterm maintenance works, along with enhanced changing provision, to enable their use to be
increased, thereby creating additional capacity to meet the increased demand generated from
the development.
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Discussions should be held with relevant parties (e.g. landowners, facility operators and user
groups), and any further necessary evidence gathered (e.g. a feasibility study), to help identify
the specific works that are required, and to ensure they will provide the necessary additional
capacity to meet the needs. It will also be important to demonstrate that the specific works can
be delivered within an appropriate timescale in relation to the occupation of the development
site.
Step 6

Consider design principles for new provision
The exact nature and location of provision associated with onsite
developments should be fully determined in partnership with each
relevant NGB. Further to this, each pitch sport NGB provides
national guidance in relation to provision of new pitches.

Navigation
http://www.thefa.com/getinvolved/player/facilities
FA 3G pitch guidance
RFU Facilities Guide
ECB guide to developing
pitches
England Hockey
Facilities Strategy

There is also a need to ensure that the location of outdoor sports pitches and ancillary facilities
are appropriately located in the context of indoor sports provision (if also being provided onsite)
to ensure a cohesive approach to the whole sporting offer.
Step 7

Calculate the financial contribution required
After using the PPS New Development Calculator as a starting point for
cost, the local cost of provision should be fully determined in order to
calculate the financial contributions.

Navigation
N/A

A clear and transparent methodology for calculating up to date costs for the specific works,
including appropriate ancillary provision, should be presented. Where appropriate, depending
on how the needs are to be met, the cost of any required land purchase should be included in
the financial contribution. If an obligation will be directed to an off site project it should be
ensured the costs are limited to meet the needs of the individual development.
Along with any capital costs for the works, an obligation should ensure an appropriate level of
lifecycle costs towards the new or enhanced provision. This is required to cover the day to day
maintenance for an agreed long term period and to help ensure a sinking fund exists for any
major replacement work, e.g. the future resurfacing of an artificial grass pitch.
Wherever possible, specific local costs should be used, especially if the works are to improve
the existing quality of a site to increase capacity as there may be a number of site specifics to
take into account. Sport England does provide indicative costs for new provision:
https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/design-and-cost-guidance/cost-guidance/
For all developments community use agreements between providers and users would ensure
that such demand continues to be provided for in the long-term.
Step 8

Identify potential management options for new provision
To further help determine the sustainability of establishing new provision,
consideration should be given to the potential management opportunities
which may be available.
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To further help determine the sustainability of establishing new provision, consideration should
be given to the potential management opportunities which may be available onsite:
 Is the local authority (or town/parish council) in a position to take on further outdoor sports
facilities from a financial point of view?
 Is an education establishment to be provided as part of the development which offers a
potential management option of outdoor sports facilities?
 Is there a leisure trust in place which has the capacity to take on the management of
outdoor sports facilities?
 Is there an opportunity for a trust based model of management, for example, by formation of
a Community Interest Company (CIC) or Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO)?
 Is there an existing sports club that has the capacity to take on the management of another
site?
At this point, further dialogue with the relevant NGB may be required to help determine options
available.
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Checklist summary (to be completed for each development)
Prompt
Step 1: Determine the
playing pitch
requirement resulting
from the development
Use PPS New
Development Calculator
Step 2: Determine the
other pitch and nonpitch requirements
resulting from the
development
Use the Playing Pitch
Strategy
Step 3: Determine
whether new provision
is required and whether
this should be on or off
site
Consider the nearest
site/s
Step 4: Determine how
best to satisfy demand
through new onsite
provision
Identify existing
shortfalls and consult
with local clubs/groups
to identify local issues.
Step 5: Determine how
best to satisfy demand
through new offsite
provision
Identify existing
shortfalls and consult
with local clubs/groups
to identify local issues.
Step 6: Consider design
principles for new
provision
Consult with NGBs
Step 7: Calculate the
financial contribution
required
Establish local costs to
assist in calculation
Step 8: Identify potential
management options for
new provision
Consult with NGBs

December 2018

Evidence

Navigation

PPS New
Development
Calculator

PPS (Part 4 & 6)

PPS Action Plan (Part
6)

Playing Pitch Strategy
(1.3 Headline Findings)

PPS (Part 1: Headline
Findings)

See NGB technical
guidance

N/A

N/A
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