
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ecton Neighbourhood 

Development Plan 

Basic Conditions 
Statement 

Ecton Parish Council 
September 2019 



  1 

 

Basic Conditions Statement. 
Ecton Neighbourhood Development Plan.  
September 2019. 

 

Contents 
1.0 Introduction ............................................................................................................................... 2 

2.0 Legal Requirements ................................................................................................................... 2 

The Plan must have been developed and submitted for examination by a ‘qualifying 

body’. ......................................................................................................................................... 2 

The Plan does not relate to more than one neighbourhood area and there are no other 

neighbourhood development plans in place within the Neighbourhood Area. ............... 3 

The Plan states the period for which it is to have effect ...................................................... 3 

The policies do not relate to excluded development ........................................................... 3 

The policies must relate to the development and use of land for the designated 

neighbourhood area. ............................................................................................................... 3 

3.0 The Basic Conditions.................................................................................................................. 4 

Having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the 

Secretary of State it is appropriate to make the Plan. .......................................................... 4 

Table 1. Assessment of ENP policies against the relevant sections of the NPPF ............... 4 

The making of the Plan contributes to the achievement of sustainable development .... 6 

Table 2. Assessment of ENP policies against the sustainability objectives ........................ 7 

The making of the Plan is in general conformity with the strategic policies of the 

development plan for the area (or any part of that area). ................................................... 9 

Table 3. General conformity of the ENP with the strategic policies of the Development 

Plan ............................................................................................................................................ 9 

The making of the Plan does not breach, and is otherwise compatible with, EU 

obligations. ............................................................................................................................. 13 

4.0 Conclusion ................................................................................................................................ 13 

Appendix 1. The Neighbourhood Area Decision Notice .................................................... 14 

Appendix 2. The Neighbourhood Area ................................................................................ 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  2 

 

Basic Conditions Statement. 
Ecton Neighbourhood Development Plan.  
September 2019. 

 

1.0 Introduction 
 

1.1 This ‘Basic Conditions Statement’ (the Statement) has been prepared on behalf of 
Ecton Parish Council to accompany the submission of the Ecton Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (the ENP) as required under Regulation 15 of the 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (the Regulations).  

 
1.2 The ENP must meet certain ‘basic conditions’ and other legal requirements before 

it can come into force. The basic conditions, set out in paragraph 8(2) of schedule 
4B of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended), are met if:  

i. having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued 
by the Secretary of State it is appropriate to make the Plan; 

ii. the making of the Plan contributes to the achievement of sustainable 
development; 

iii. the making of the Plan is in general conformity with the strategic policies 
of the development plan for the area (or any part of that area); and 

iv. the making of the Plan does not breach, and is otherwise compatible with, 
EU obligations. 

 
1.3 The other legal requirements indicate that the ENP must: 

• Have been developed and submitted for examination by a ‘qualifying 
body’; 

• Not relate to more than one neighbourhood area;  

• Specify the period for which it is to have effect; 

• Not include provision relating to ‘excluded development’; 

• In addition, the policies must relate to the development and use of land 
for the designated neighbourhood area.  

 

1.4 Compliance with the basic conditions and legal requirements is tested through an 

examination undertaken by an independent examiner. The purpose of the Basic 

Conditions Statement is to explain how, in the opinion of Ecton Parish Council, 

the ENP meets the above requirements and basic conditions.  

2.0 Legal Requirements 
 

2.1 This section sets out how the ENP complies with the requirements listed in 
paragraph 1.3, above.  

 
The Plan must have been developed and submitted for examination by a 
‘qualifying body’. 

 

2.2 The ENP has been submitted by Ecton Parish Council, which is a ‘qualifying body’ 
as defined by the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended). The ENP 
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has been prepared by the Ecton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (the Steering 
Group) under the auspices of the Parish Council.  

 

The Plan does not relate to more than one neighbourhood area and there are no 
other neighbourhood development plans in place within the Neighbourhood Area. 

 
2.3 The ENP relates to a Neighbourhood Area designated by the Borough Council of 

Wellingborough on 15th December 2014. The Area is identical to the Ecton parish 
boundary. The ENP does not relate to more than one neighbourhood area and 
there are no other neighbourhood plans in place within the Neighbourhood Area. 
Appendix 1 of this Statement includes the Ecton Neighbourhood Area designation 
notice while Appendix 2 includes a map of the Neighbourhood Area.  

 

The Plan states the period for which it is to have effect 
 

2.4 The ENP relates to the period from 2016 until 2031. This is clearly shown on the 
front cover of the ENP and is further stated at paragraph 1.6 of that document. 

 
The policies do not relate to excluded development 
 

2.5 The policies in the ENP do not relate to ‘excluded development’ (e.g. minerals 
extraction, waste development or nationally significant infrastructure) as defined 
in the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended).  

 

The policies must relate to the development and use of land for the designated 
neighbourhood area. 

 

2.6 The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) defines a “neighbourhood 
development plan” as a plan which sets out policies (however expressed) in 
relation to the development and use of land in the whole or any part of a particular 
neighbourhood area specified in the plan. Each land use policy of the ENP is 
contained within a box with a blue background.  

 
 2.7 Several ‘supporting actions’ are also included within the ENP and each is 

highlighted by a box with a pink background. The supporting actions are not 
directly related to the development and use of land but will be pursued by the 
Parish Council in order to help realise the vision and objectives of the ENP.  
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3.0 The Basic Conditions 
 

Having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the 
Secretary of State it is appropriate to make the Plan. 

 
3.1 The ENP must have regard to national policies and advice. Government policy is 

set out primarily in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) with 
guidance provided in National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG). The following 
table cross references each policy of the ENP Regulation 15 Submission Plan to 
relevant paragraphs of the NPPF and provides a summary of how each policy has 
had regard to national policy.  

 

Table 1. Assessment of ENP policies against the relevant sections of the NPPF  
ENP Policy NPPF key 

paragraph  
references 

How does the ENP have regard to the NPPF? 

1 Residential 
amenity 

125, 127, 
170, 180 

The NPPF promotes well-designed places 
which add to the overall quality of the area 
and provide a high standard of amenity. It 
further indicates that policies should 
mitigate and reduce to a minimum potential 
adverse impacts resulting from noise from 
new development. Policy 1 is in accordance 
with the NPPF; it includes specific measures 
to enhance the quality of development and 
minimise disturbance to neighbouring 
properties.  

2 Dwelling 
size 

61, 77  The NPPF indicates that policies should 
support housing developments that reflect 
the size, type and tenure of housing needed 
for different groups in the community. Policy 
2 emphasises the need for smaller dwellings 
and is based on evidence of local need set out 
in the supporting text.   

3 Rural 
exception 
sites 

77  The NPPF provides support for rural 
exception sites that provide affordable 
housing to meet identified local needs. Policy 
3 essentially focuses on defining ‘local 
connection’ and ensuring that people with 
such a connection are given priority.   

4 The 
protection of 
community 
facilities 

83, 92 Both the NPPF and Policy 4 guard against the 
unnecessary loss of valued facilities and 
services. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf
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5 The 
provision of 
new 
community 
facilities 

84, 92 The NPPF indicates that policies should plan 
positively for the provision of community 
facilities. Policy 4 provides support for such 
facilities where they are of an appropriate 
scale and conveniently located.    

6 Local Green 
Space 

99-101 The policy proposes 4 areas of Local Green 
Space. Paragraph 5.3.12 of the ENP explains 
how each area specifically meets the criteria 
in paragraph 100 of the NPPF.  

7 The 
Conservation 
Area 

124, 125, 
127, 131, 
184, 185, 
192,  

The NPPF recognises the important role that 
neighbourhood plans can play in identifying 
the special qualities of an area and how this 
should be reflected in development. It 
highlights the importance of ensuring that 
proposals make a positive contribution to 
local character and history. However, it 
indicates that appropriate innovation or 
change should not be prevented or 
discouraged. Policy 7 is in accordance with 
the NPPF; it identifies the positive and locally 
distinctive qualities of the Conservation Area 
which should be protected and, where 
possible, enhanced and it enables 
contemporary designs which are sympathetic 
to the form and scale of surrounding 
development.   

8 Non-
designated 
heritage 
assets 

197-199 The NPPF indicates that the effect on the 
significance of a non-designated heritage 
asset should be taken into account. However, 
where the loss of a heritage asset is 
permitted, its significance should be 
recorded and steps should be taken to ensure 
that the new development will proceed once 
the loss has occurred. Policy 8 is in 
accordance with the NPPF - it provides for 
the conservation, where possible, of the 
heritage asset and its setting and it outlines 
measures to be taken to ensure that, where 
the loss of a heritage asset is permitted, its 
significance is recorded and the new 
development is commenced prior to the loss 
of the asset.  

9 Maintaining 
the separate 

125, 127, 
170 

The NPPF indicates that policies should 
protect and enhance valued landscapes and 
recognise the intrinsic character and beauty 
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identity of 
Ecton village 

of the countryside. Proposals should be 
sympathetic to local character and history, 
including the surrounding built environment 
and landscape setting. The NPPF recognises 
the important role that neighbourhood plans 
can play in identifying the special qualities of 
an area. Policy 9 identifies the setting and 
distinct identity of Ecton as special qualities 
of the local landscape that must be protected.  

10 Important 
public views 
and vistas 

125 Policy 10 provides for the safeguarding and, 
where possible, enhancement of important 
views in order to retain local character. The 
policy is in accordance with the NPPF which 
recognises the important role that 
neighbourhood plans can play in identifying 
the special qualities of the area and 
explaining how this should be reflected in 
development. 

11 Natural 
features and 
landscape 
works 

127, 170, 
175 

Policy 11 recognises the importance of natural 
features and landscape works in maintaining 
and enhancing the landscape and nature 
conservation value of our environment. The 
policy is compatible with the NPPF which 
indicates that policies should provide net 
gains for biodiversity and ensure that 
developments are visually attractive as a 
result of appropriate and effective 
landscaping.   

12 Car parking 
and electric 
vehicle 
charging 

102, 110 Policy 12 includes measures to prevent the 
loss of off-street parking and is compatible 
with the NPPF which recognises that parking 
is integral to the design of schemes and 
contributes to making high quality places. In 
accordance with NPPF 110, the ENP promotes 
provision for the charging of electric vehicles.  

13 Fibre to the 
premises 

112 Both the NPPF and Policy 13 support the 
provision of full fibre broadband 
connections.  

 
 
The making of the Plan contributes to the achievement of sustainable 
development 

 
3.2 The section of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) titled ‘Achieving 

sustainable development’ explains, at paragraph 7, that the purpose of the 
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planning system is to contribute to the achievement of sustainable development. 
Paragraph 8 of the NPPF highlights the following three objectives of sustainable 
development and indicates that the objectives should be delivered through the 
preparation and implementation of plans and the application of the policies in the 
NPPF:  

 
● an economic objective –to help build a strong, responsive and competitive 

economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is available in the right 
places and at the right time to support growth, innovation and improved 
productivity; and by identifying and coordinating the provision of infrastructure;  

 
● a social objective – to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by 

ensuring that a sufficient number and range of homes can be provided to meet 
the needs of present and future generations; and by fostering a well-designed and 
safe environment with accessible services and open spaces that reflect current 
and future needs and support communities’ health, social and cultural well-
being; and  

 
● an environmental objective – to contribute to protecting and enhancing our 

natural, built and historic environment; including making effective use of land, 
helping to improve biodiversity, using natural resources prudently, minimising 
waste and pollution, and mitigating and adapting to climate change including 
moving to a low carbon economy. 

 
3.3  Other sections of this Statement demonstrate that the policies of the ENP have 

had regard to the NPPF (see paragraph 3.1) and are in general conformity with the 
strategic policies of the Development Plan (see paragraphs3.4 – 3.6). The policies 
of the NPPF have the achievement of sustainable development at their core while 
the adopted Development Plans are supported by comprehensive Sustainability 
Appraisals found sound at examination. The ENP has therefore been developed 
with close attention to two sets of policies that inherently set the framework for 
sustainable development. Table 2, below, explains how the policies in the ENP 
contribute towards the achievement of sustainable development.  

 

Table 2. Assessment of ENP policies against the sustainability objectives 
ENP Policy Comment 

1 Residential amenity The policy is likely to have a positive 

environmental impact through the inclusion of 

measures to enhance the built environment and 

minimise disturbance.  
 

2 Dwelling size The policy should deliver positive social benefits 
through the provision of homes to meet the needs 
of present and future generations. 
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3 Rural exception sites Implementation of this policy is likely to have a 
positive social impact as it provides for housing for 
people with a need for affordable housing and a 
local connection to Ecton.    

4 The protection of 
community facilities 

The policy should have a positive social impact, 
providing support for local facilities which are 
valued by the local community. In some instances, 
the policy may a deliver a positive local economic 
benefit through the retention and development of 
employment opportunities. There will be a positive 
environmental benefit where local facilities reduce 
the need to travel. 

5 The provision of new 
community facilities 

The policy should have a positive social impact, 
encouraging the provision of new community 
assets which provide accessible local services. In 
some instances facilities could offer local 
employment opportunities, resulting in a positive 
economic benefit. There may also be a positive 
environmental benefit where local facilities reduce 
the need to travel.  

6 Local Green Space The policy should have positive social and 
environmental benefits in protecting open spaces 
which are important to the local community and 
thereby helping to support the health, social and 
cultural well-being of the local community. 

7 The Conservation 
Area 

Implementation of the policy is likely to have a 
positive environmental effect through the delivery 
of high quality development which preserves and 
enhances the positive and distinctive 
characteristics of the Conservation Area.  

8 Non-designated 
heritage assets 

The policy is likely to have a positive 
environmental effect through the conservation of 
non-designated heritage assets and their settings. 

9 Maintaining the 
separate identity of 
Ecton village 

The policy is likely to have a positive impact on the 
environment by safeguarding the separate identity 
and setting of Ecton village. 

10 Important public 
views and vistas 

The policy is likely to have a positive 
environmental impact through the protection of 
views of important landscape and heritage assets.  

11 Natural features and 
landscape works 

The policy is likely to have a positive 
environmental impact through the inclusion of 
measures to support biodiversity and incorporate 
landscape works.  
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12 Car parking and 
electric vehicle 
charging 

The provision of electric vehicle charging facilities 
would support ultra-low emission vehicles and 
would be likely to have a positive environmental 
impact.   

13 Fibre to the 
premises 

The provision of ducting will support the 
opportunity for development to be served by high 
quality broadband in the future which, in turn, 
would be likely to deliver social, economic and 
environmental benefits. Fibre to the premises 
would support businesses and opportunities to 
work from home and thereby reduce the need to 
travel. It would also provide residents with 
improved access to on-line applications and 
services provided by the public and private sector 
and could help to reduce social exclusion. 

 
 
The making of the Plan is in general conformity with the strategic policies of the 
development plan for the area (or any part of that area).  

 

3.4 The Development Plan for the Neighbourhood Area consists of the following: 

• The North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS).  

• The Plan for the Borough of Wellingborough (PBW).  

• The Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan.  
All of these plans cover the period 2011-2031.  

 
3.5 The strategic policies of the Development Plan include all policies in the JCS and 

a number of policies in the PBW.  A list of the strategic policies in the PBW is 
available on the Borough Council’s website. In respect of minerals and waste 
development it is explained in paragraph 2.5 (above) that the policies in the ENP 
do not relate to such development.  

 

3.6 The following table explains how each ENP policy is in general conformity with 
key, relevant policies of the Development Plan.  
 

Table 3. General conformity of the ENP with the strategic policies of the 
Development Plan 

ENP Policy Key 
Developme
nt Plan 
policies 

Comment 

1 Residential 
amenity 

JCS8 ENP Policy 1 includes specific measures to 
enhance the quality of development and 
minimise disturbance to neighbouring 

http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Joint%20Core%20Strategy%202011-2031%20High%20Res%20version%20for%20website.pdf
https://wellingborough-consult.objective.co.uk/portal/wellingboroughplan/pbw_adopted?pointId=5075788
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/environment-and-planning/planning/planning-policy/minerals-and-waste-planning-policy/Pages/update-of-the-adopted-minerals-and-waste-local-plan.aspx
http://www.wellingborough.gov.uk/info/1004/planning_policy/1428/borough_council_of_wellingborough_strategic_policies
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properties. It is in general conformity with 
JCS8   which supports measures to make safe 
streets and spaces and ensure quality of life 
and safer and healthier communities. 

2 Dwelling size JCS30 The JCS requires housing developments to 
provide a mix of dwelling sizes. The mix 
should reflect the need for 1-3 bedroom 
dwellings and any other gaps in provision 
within the settlement. ENP Policy 2 is in 
general conformity with the JCS; it has 
regard to evidence of local need set out in 
the supporting text to the policy but also 
recognises that such need may change over 
time. 

3 Rural 
exception 
sites 

JCS13 
PBW H6 

The JCS supports rural exception schemes 
subject to specified criteria, including a 
requirement that the housing remains 
available and affordable in perpetuity to 
meet local needs. Policy H6 of the PBW 
enables single plot exception sites for self-
build subject to specified criteria to ensure 
that the dwelling remains affordable and for 
local people in perpetuity. 
ENP Policy 3 is in general conformity with 
the JCS/PBW; it does not repeat the policies 
but complements them by defining ‘local 
needs’ and ‘local connection’.    

4 The 
protection of 
community 
facilities 

JCS7 
PBW R2 

The JCS provides for the safeguarding of 
community facilities while PBW R2 provides 
more specific protection for shops in villages 
with limited provision.  
ENP Policy 4 complements the JCS and PBW 
by providing greater clarity regarding the 
evidence required to demonstrate that there 
is no prospect of a continued community use 
and by indicating the preferred location 
where a replacement facility is proposed.     

5 The provision 
of new 
community 
facilities 

JCS7 The JCS requires development to support 
and enhance community services and 
facilities arising from the development. 
However, the policy is unlikely to be 
applicable to Ecton where development is 
essentially limited to infill development of 
insufficient scale to create a need for new 
facilities. ENP Policy 5 therefore 



  11 

 

Basic Conditions Statement. 
Ecton Neighbourhood Development Plan.  
September 2019. 

 

complements the JCS by supporting the 
provision of new facilities where required to 
meet a need arising from the population of 
Ecton as a whole (e.g. a village shop or a 
sports field) and subject to specified 
locational criteria.  

6 Local Green 
Space 

JCS Para 
3.89 

ENP Policy 6 proposes 4 areas of Local Green 
Space. The policy is in conformity with the 
JCS which indicates that green areas of 
particular importance to the community 
may be designated as Local Green Space.  

7 The 
Conservation 
Area 

JCS2 ENP Policy 7 identifies the positive and 
locally distinctive qualities of the 
Conservation Area which should be 
protected and enhanced and it enables 
contemporary designs which are 
sympathetic to the form and scale of 
surrounding development.  The policy is in 
general conformity with JCS2 which 
indicates that proposals should complement 
their surrounding historic environment 
through their form, scale, design and 
materials and should protect/enhance key 
views and vistas of heritage assets.  

8 Non-
designated 
heritage 
assets 

JCS2 The supporting text to JCS2 (para 3.15) 
recognises the importance of non-
designated heritage assets while JCS2 
indicates that proposals should conserve 
and, where possible, enhance such assets in 
a manner commensurate to their 
significance. Where loss is unavoidable and 
justified, provision should be made for 
recording and the production of a suitable 
archive and report. 
ENP Policy 8 is in general conformity with 
the JCS; it complements that policy by 
providing greater clarity, for example, in 
respect of: the evidence required to 
demonstrate that an asset and its setting will 
not be compromised; the evidence required 
to justify the loss of the significance of asset; 
and the steps to be taken to ensure that new 
development which will result in the loss of 
a non-designated heritage will proceed.  



  12 

 

Basic Conditions Statement. 
Ecton Neighbourhood Development Plan.  
September 2019. 

 

9 Maintaining 
the separate 
identity of 
Ecton village 

JCS3 ENP Policy 9 identifies the setting and 
distinct identity of Ecton as special qualities 
of the local landscape that must be 
protected. The policy is in general 
conformity with JCS3 (d) which requires 
development to protect the landscape 
setting and contribute to maintaining the 
individual and distinct character and 
separate identities of settlements by 
preventing coalescence.   

10 Important 
public views 
and vistas 

JCS 2 and 3 ENP Policy 10 provides for the safeguarding 
and enhancement of important views. The 
policy is in general conformity with JCS2(c) 
which provides for the protection and, 
where possible, enhancement of key views 
and vistas of heritage assets, including of the 
church spires along the Nene Valley and 
across North Northamptonshire. Similarly, 
JCS3(c) indicates that development should 
safeguard and, where possible, enhance 
important views and vistas within the 
landscape.   

11 Natural 
features and 
landscape 
works 

JCS3, 4, 8 The JCS supports the retention and, 
enhancement of features of landscape 
importance and the provision of appropriate 
landscape mitigation measures; it promotes 
the inclusion of ecologically sensitive design 
and features for biodiversity; and it indicates 
that development should contribute towards 
enhancements to the existing public realm 
such as tree planting.  
Development in Ecton is expected to be 
relatively minor in scale and ENP Policy 11 
therefore complements the more strategic 
policies of the JCS, focusing on landscape 
and biodiversity issues which are likely to be 
of particular relevance when considering 
proposals for a dwelling or house extension.   

12 Car parking 
and electric 
vehicle 
charging 

JCS8,9, 10 JCS8 (b) (ii) requires provision for parking. 
ENP Policy 12 supports that policy by 
preventing the loss of provision in 
circumstances outlined in the policy.  
JCS10 requires the timely delivery of 
infrastructure. More specifically, JCS9 
indicates that buildings should incorporate 
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measures to reduce carbon emissions and 
JCS para 2.10 highlights measures to support 
the use of electric vehicles as being 
fundamental to support the delivery of 
sustainable growth. ENP Policy 12 
complements the JCS through the 
requirement for the charging of electric 
vehicles.  

13 Fibre to the 
premises 

JCS10, 25 JCS10 (e) requires development to be directly 
served by ‘Next Generation Access’ (NGA) 
broadband. This is defined in the supporting 
text as broadband which consists wholly or 
partially of optical fibre elements with a 
maximum download speed greater than 
24Mbps. JCS25 provides further support for 
broadband provision to facilitate economic 
development within rural areas. Policy 13 of 
the ENP is in general conformity with the 
JCS; it requires ducting to be provided to 
support future provision of fibre to the 
premises delivering higher speeds of up to 
1Gbps.    

 

The making of the Plan does not breach, and is otherwise compatible with, EU 
obligations. 

 

3.7 A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitat Regulations Assessment 
(HRA) Screening Determination forms a separate report forwarded to the Borough 
Council with the ENP. The Determination has concluded that no significant likely 
effects on either the environment or on a European Site would be likely to result 
from the implementation of the ENP and that neither a full SEA nor a full HRA is 
required. 

 

3.8 The ENP has been positively prepared to ensure that it is compliant with the 

European Convention on Human Rights. There is no discrimination stated or 

implied, or threat to the fundamental rights and freedoms guaranteed under the 

Convention. 

 

4.0 Conclusion  
 
4.1 The Basic Conditions Statement demonstrates that the ENP meets the 

requirements of each of the basic conditions and other legal requirements listed 
in paragraphs 1.2 and 1.3 of this Statement. 



  14 

 

Basic Conditions Statement. 
Ecton Neighbourhood Development Plan.  
September 2019. 

 

Appendix 1. The Neighbourhood Area Decision Notice 

 



  15 

 

Basic Conditions Statement. 
Ecton Neighbourhood Development Plan.  
September 2019. 

 

Appendix 2. The Neighbourhood Area 
 

 



  16 

 

Basic Conditions Statement. 
Ecton Neighbourhood Development Plan.  
September 2019. 

 

 

 



 
 

 


