
Appendix I Accessibility Standards Review

LA Name Local Standard Set

East Northants 15 min (walk)

Kettering 10 min (walk)

Corby 10-15 min (walk)

East Northants 15 min (walk)

Kettering 15 min (walk)

Corby 15 min (walk)

15 minutes walk

                                                                                      

15-20 minutes walk (600 

metres straight line 

distance)

Existing Local 

Accessibility Standards                                            

2015

TEP Recommendation

2015

Other Local Authorities Standards 

2015National Standards and/or Benchmarks

2015

32% of people would be 
prepared to walk 11-15 

minutes to a natural or semi-
natural open space. 

Natural England - 'Nature Nearby' Accessible Natural 

Greenspace Guidance - March 2010.  Natural England 

Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard (ANGSt) 
recomends people live no more than:

300m from a site of 2ha
2km from a site of 20ha
10km from a site of 500ha    

Natural England have a commitment to champion 

preventative health solutions in the natural environment 
and have adopted an objective of providing accessible 
natural space within 300m (or 5 min walk) of every home in 
England for exercise, relaxation and wellbeing.

The Woodland Trust - Woodland Access Standard- no 

person should live more than 500m from an area of 
accessible woodland of no less than 2ha in size. There 
should be at least one area of accessible woodland of no 
less than 20ha within 4km.

'Planning and Design for Outdoor Sport and Play', 

Fields in Trust 2008 (formerly NPFA)

FiT are currently reviewing their 2008 guidance, with a new 
publication due in 2015. The Survey Findings for the 2015 
review have been published which states that:

'..the median radius distance was 720 metres'. Para.4.3.25
'..the median travel time was 15 minutes walk'. Para.4.3.29

Typology Consultation 2015

Natural & Semi-

Natural

TEP Justification

2015

Consultation
Consultation has demonstrated that 15 minutes walk is an 
appropriate walking time to Parks and Gardens.

The Fields in Trust 2015 review also indicates 15 mins as the 
median walking time to Parks and Gardens.

Recommendation

TEP recommend that the existing Borough wide standard 

of 15 minutes walk is retained.

15 minutes walk equates to 1000 metres walking distance, 
which becomes 600 metres straight line distance (or radius) 
when the 2008 'Planning and Design for Outdoor Sport and 
Play', Fields in Trust (formerly NPFA) standard is applied. This 
is based on a trial of 4 - 14 year olds and the distance 
travelled within 15 minutes.

Surplus/Deficiency
Applying this distance in Wellingborough indicates good 
accessibility to Parks and Gardens in the Urban area, apart 
from in the north-west area of the town (Redwell East and 
Redwell West Wards).

There is very little provision of Parks an Gardens in the Rural 
area therefore this indicates poor accessibility. As noted in the 
PMP Justification and in the Quantity Standards review, 
consideration should perhaps be given to providing more 
formal facilities within existing informal provision within rural 
areas.

The majority of people 
would be prepared to walk 

6-10 minutes or 11-15 
minutes (30%). 

15 minutes walk                                                                      

(600 metres straight line 

distance)

Planning and Design for Outdoor Sport and Play', 

Fields in Trust 2008 (formerly NPFA)

FiT are currently reviewing their 2008 guidance, with a new 
publication due in 2015. The Survey Findings for the 2015 

review have been published which states that:

'For those authorities who identified an accessibility 

standard for parks and gardens, the median accessibility 

standard was 710 metres...varying from 300 metres for 

local/pocket parks, to 4300 metres for major urban and 

country parks'. Para.4.3.18

'..the median travel time was identified to be 15 minutes 

walk from home'. Para.4.3.21

Parks & Gardens

15 minutes walk

Consultation
Consultation has demonstrated that 15 minutes walk is an 
appropriate walking time to Natural and Semi-natural open 
space.

The Fields in Trust 2015 review indicates a similar distance in 
time and distance  (720 metres would be 15-20 mins walk).

The Natural England and Woodland Trust standards require 
natural sites and woodlands to be within 300m and 500m 
respectively.

Recommendation

TEP recommend that the existing Borough wide standard 

of 15 minutes walk is retained.

15 minutes walk equates to 1000 metres walking distance, 
which becomes 600 metres straight line distance (or radius) 
when the 2008 'Planning and Design for Outdoor Sport and 
Play', Fields in Trust (formerly NPFA) standard is applied. This 
is based on a trial of 4 - 14 year olds and the distance 
travelled within 15 minutes.

Surplus/Deficiency
Applying this distance in Wellingborough indicates good 
accessibility to Natural and Semi-natural open spaces in the 
north and west of the Urban area, less so in the south and 
east.

In the Rural area, provision is concentrated on the three large 
sites:
- Irchester Country Park Nature Reserve
- Sywell Reservoir and Country Park
- Summer Leys Local Nature Reserve

Accessibility to other Natural and Semi-natural sites should be 
considered by looking at the Access Categories other NSN 
sites may have closed access (physical or private).
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Appendix I Accessibility Standards Review

LA Name Local Standard Set

Existing Local 

Accessibility Standards                                            

2015

TEP Recommendation

2015

Other Local Authorities Standards 

2015National Standards and/or Benchmarks

2015
Typology Consultation 2015

TEP Justification

2015

East Northants 5 min (walk)

Kettering 10 min (walk)

Corby 5 min (walk)

East Northants 10 min (walk)

Kettering

10 min (walk) - 
Children   10 min 
(walk) (Urban) 
Young People - no 
standard for rural

Corby

8 min (walk) - 
Children      10 min 
(walk) - young 
people

15 minutes walk

10 minutes walk

No national standards No local standard.

Planning and Design for Outdoor Sport and Play', 

Fields in Trust 2008 (formerly NPFA)

FiT are currently reviewing their 2008 guidance, with a new 
publication due in 2015. The Survey Findings for the 2015 
review have been published which states that:

'Where a specific accessibility standard for amenity 

greenspace was ientified, the median accessibility 

standard was 480 metres...varying from 120 metres'. 

Para.4.3.19

'..the median travel time was 10 minutes walk'. Para.4.3.22

10 minutes walk (420 

metres straight line 

distance)

10 minutes walk (420 

metres straight line 

distance)

Provision for 

Children & Young 

People

Two quartiles of 
respondents would walk 
either up to 6-10 minutes 
(23%) or 11-15 minutes 

(28%).

Amenity 

Greenspace

Linear 

Greenspace

29% of respondents would 
walk 6-10 minutes to 

amenity green space and a 
further 28% would walk 11-

15 minutes. 

The majority of people 
(39%) would walk 6-10 
minutes to provision for 

children & young people.

Consultation
Consultation has demonstrated that 10 minutes walk is an 
appropriate walking time to Provision for Children and Young 
People.

The Fields in Trust 2015 review also indicates 10 mins as the 
median walking time to Provision for Children and Young 
People.

Recommendation

TEP recommend that the existing Borough wide standard 

of 10 minutes walk is retained.

10 minutes walk equates to 700 metres walking distance, 
which becomes 420 metres straight line distance (or radius) 
when the 2008 'Planning and Design for Outdoor Sport and 
Play', Fields in Trust (formerly NPFA) standard is applied. This 
is based on a trial of 4 - 14 year olds and the distance 
travelled within 10 minutes.

In 2005 PMP suggested that further work to review 
accessibility standards for different age groups could be 
carried through the development of the Play Strategy. A Play 
Strategy (2007-2012) was subsequently carried out but this 
doesn't appear to include developing such standards. Instead, 
an action was included (6.1) to 'Identify new local standards for 
play and recreation through the Site Specific Development 
Plan Documents'. There do not appear to be any DPD's for 
Play Provision - BCW planners to advise.

Surplus/Deficiency
There is reasonably good coverage of play areas in the Urban 
and Rural areas, although there are local variations to this.

Consultation
Consultation has demonstrated that 10-15 minutes walk is an 
appropriate walking time to Linear Greenspace.

Recommendation

TEP recommend that a new Borough wide standard of 15 

minutes walk is introduced.

15 minutes walk equates to 1000 metres walking distance, 
which becomes 600 metres straight line distance (or radius) 
when the 2008 'Planning and Design for Outdoor Sport and 
Play', Fields in Trust (formerly NPFA) standard is applied. This 
is based on a trial of 4 - 14 year olds and the distance 
travelled within 15 minutes.

This reflects the need to acknowledge the roleLinear 
Greenspace play in Green Infrastructure networks, due to their 
linear nature and connectivity properties.

Surplus/Deficiency
This is a new standard being proposed therefore no catchment 
areas have yet been applied, but based on the provision of 
Linear Greenspace in the Urban and Rural area, there should 
be a good level of accessibility, dependend on the Access 
Categories (Open/Restricted/Closed access).

Consultation
Consultation has demonstrated that 10 minutes walk is an 
appropriate walking time to Amenity Greenspace.

The Fields in Trust 2015 review also indicates 10 mins as the 
median walking time to Amenity Greenspace.

Recommendation

TEP recommend that the existing Borough wide standard 

of 10 minutes walk is retained.

10 minutes walk equates to 700 metres walking distance, 
which becomes 420 metres straight line distance (or radius) 
when the 2008 'Planning and Design for Outdoor Sport and 
Play', Fields in Trust (formerly NPFA) standard is applied. This 
is based on a trial of 4 - 14 year olds and the distance 
travelled within 10 minutes.

Surplus/Deficiency
Applying this distance in Wellingborough indicates good 
accessibility to Amenity Greenspace in the Urban and Rural 
areas.

10 minutes walk

Fields in Trust 2008 (FiT) (formerly NPFA):

LAPs - aged 4-6 years; minimum area of 100sq/m within 1 

minute walking time or within 100m (60m straight line 

distance). LAPs typically have no play equipment and 

therefore could be considered as amenity greenspace.  

LEAPs - aged a minimum of 5 years; minimum area of 400 

sq/m or within 5 minutes walking time or within 400m 

(240m straight line distance).

NEAPs - aged a minimum of 8 years; minimum area of 

100 sq/m  within 15 minutes walking time or within 1000m 

(600m straight line distance).

FiT are currently reviewing their 2008 guidance, with a new 
publication due in 2015. The Survey Findings for the 2015 
review have been published which states that:

'The median overall accessibility standard was 480 

metres'. Para.4.3.11

'The median standard was 10 minutes walk'. Para.4.3.12'
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Appendix I Accessibility Standards Review

LA Name Local Standard Set

Existing Local 

Accessibility Standards                                            

2015

TEP Recommendation

2015

Other Local Authorities Standards 

2015National Standards and/or Benchmarks

2015
Typology Consultation 2015

TEP Justification

2015

East Northants 15 min (Drive)

Kettering

20 min (walk) 
(excluding golf 
courses / bowling 
greens)

Corby 15 min (walk)

10 minutes walk

15 minutes walk

15 minutes walk

10 minutes walk (420 

metres straight line 

distance)

Provision for 

Children & Young 

People

                                                                                                                                                           

20 minutes walk (780 

metres straight line 

distance)

Indoor Sports 

Facilities

Outdoor Sports 

Facilities

38% of respondents would 
be willing to walk 11-15 
minutes to an outdoor 

sports facility. 

The majority of people 
(39%) would walk 6-10 
minutes to provision for 

children & young people.

Consultation
Consultation has demonstrated that 15 minutes walk is an 
appropriate walking time to Outdoor Sports.

The Fields in Trust 2015 review also indicates 15 mins as the 
median walking time to Playing Pitches and Other Outdoor 
Sport.

Recommendation

TEP recommend revising the Borough wide standard to 

15 minutes walk.

15 minutes walk equates to 1000 metres walking distance, 
which becomes 600 metres straight line distance (or radius) 
when the 2008 'Planning and Design for Outdoor Sport and 
Play', Fields in Trust (formerly NPFA) standard is applied. This 
is based on a trial of 4 - 14 year olds and the distance 
travelled within 15 minutes.

There are many variables for Outdoor Sport - ranging from 
types of provision, to the location (urban/rural), to the use of 

motor transport (drive times). However the 'access to local 

facilities' should be the overiding factor for setting standards.

Surplus/Deficiency
There is a good coverage of Outdoor Sports Facilities in the 
Urban and Rural areas, although there are local variations to 
this.

Consultation
Consultation has demonstrated that 10 minutes walk is an 
appropriate walking time to Provision for Children and Young 
People.

The Fields in Trust 2015 review also indicates 10 mins as the 
median walking time to Provision for Children and Young 
People.

Recommendation

TEP recommend that the existing Borough wide standard 

of 10 minutes walk is retained.

10 minutes walk equates to 700 metres walking distance, 
which becomes 420 metres straight line distance (or radius) 
when the 2008 'Planning and Design for Outdoor Sport and 
Play', Fields in Trust (formerly NPFA) standard is applied. This 
is based on a trial of 4 - 14 year olds and the distance 
travelled within 10 minutes.

In 2005 PMP suggested that further work to review 
accessibility standards for different age groups could be 
carried through the development of the Play Strategy. A Play 
Strategy (2007-2012) was subsequently carried out but this 
doesn't appear to include developing such standards. Instead, 
an action was included (6.1) to 'Identify new local standards for 
play and recreation through the Site Specific Development 
Plan Documents'. There do not appear to be any DPD's for 
Play Provision - BCW planners to advise.

Surplus/Deficiency
There is reasonably good coverage of play areas in the Urban 
and Rural areas, although there are local variations to this.

Fields in Trust 2008 (FiT) (formerly NPFA):

LAPs - aged 4-6 years; minimum area of 100sq/m within 1 

minute walking time or within 100m (60m straight line 

distance). LAPs typically have no play equipment and 

therefore could be considered as amenity greenspace.  

LEAPs - aged a minimum of 5 years; minimum area of 400 

sq/m or within 5 minutes walking time or within 400m 

(240m straight line distance).

NEAPs - aged a minimum of 8 years; minimum area of 

100 sq/m  within 15 minutes walking time or within 1000m 

(600m straight line distance).

FiT are currently reviewing their 2008 guidance, with a new 
publication due in 2015. The Survey Findings for the 2015 
review have been published which states that:

'The median overall accessibility standard was 480 

metres'. Para.4.3.11

'The median standard was 10 minutes walk'. Para.4.3.12'

Fields in Trust 2008 (FiT) (formerly NPFA):

Playing Pitches

Urban - 1.2km in major residential areas. 10-15 minute 

walk to more local facilities.

Rural - open space providing for sport/play needs of 
community and/or provision of specialist facilities serving 

neighbouring communities.

Other Outdoor Sports

Synthetic pitches/tracks - Urban 20-30 minutes drive. 
Rural 45 minutes drive.
Tennis - Urban 20 minutes walk. Rural 20 minutes drive.
Bowls - Urban 20 minutes walk. Rural 20 minutes drive.

'FiT are currently reviewing their 2008 guidance, with a 
new publication due in 2015. The Survey Findings for the 
2015 review have been published which states that:

Playing Pitches

'The median overall accessibility standard was 1200 
metres'. Para.4.3.2
'The median standard was 15 minutes walk'. Para.4.3.4

Other Outdoor Sports

'The median overall accessibility standard was 900 
metres'. Para.4.3.6
'The median standard was 15 minutes walk'. Para.4.3.7

TEP recommend introducing a Borough wide standard of 

15 minutes walk.

See above for Outdoor Sports.

No national standards

No local standard.

Local Strategic

North Northamptonshire 
Strategic Sports Facilities 
Framework (September 

2014).

This provides Quantity 

standards only.

The majority of 
respondents (38%) would 
walk 11-15 minutes to an 

indoor sports facility. 
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Appendix I Accessibility Standards Review

LA Name Local Standard Set

Existing Local 

Accessibility Standards                                            

2015

TEP Recommendation

2015

Other Local Authorities Standards 

2015National Standards and/or Benchmarks

2015
Typology Consultation 2015

TEP Justification

2015

East Northants 15 min (walk)

Kettering 15 min (walk)

Corby 15 min (walk)

Cemeteries / 

Churchyards
No national standards No local standard.

30% of people would walk 
11-15 minutes to 

cemeteries/ churchyard and 
a further 27% would walk 

for over 20 minutes. 

n/a Typology not suitable for accessibility standard.

Civic Spaces No national standards No local standard.
33% of people would walk 
11-15 minutes to a civic 

space. 
n/a Typology not suitable for accessibility standard.

15 minutes walk

                                                                             

15 minutes walk (600 

metres straight line 

distance)

The majority of people 
(31%) would walk 11-15 

minutes to allotments, with 
a further 28% willing to walk 

6-10 minutes. 

Allotments

Consultation
Consultation has demonstrated that 15 minutes walk is an 
appropriate walking time to Allotments.

The Fields in Trust 2015 review also indicates 15 mins as the 
median walking time to Allotments.

Recommendation

TEP recommend that the existing Borough wide standard 

of 15 minutes walk is retained.

15 minutes walk equates to 1000 metres walking distance, 
which becomes 600 metres straight line distance (or radius) 
when the 2008 'Planning and Design for Outdoor Sport and 
Play', Fields in Trust (formerly NPFA) standard is applied. This 
is based on a trial of 4 - 14 year olds and the distance 
travelled within 15 minutes.

Surplus/Deficiency
There is na oticeably higher level of accessibility in the Rural 
areas compared with the Urban area, with local variations to 
this.

Planning and Design for Outdoor Sport and Play', 

Fields in Trust 2008 (formerly NPFA)

FiT are currently reviewing their 2008 guidance, with a new 
publication due in 2015. The Survey Findings for the 2015 

review have been published which states that:

'..the median travel time was 15 minutes'. Para.4.3.30
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