
Appendix G Quantity Standards Review

LA Name
Provision per 

1,000 pop

Local 

Standard 

Set

East 

Northants
0.58 0.6

Kettering

0.2 (Overall) / 

0.22 (Urban) - 

excluding 

Wicksteed 

Park

0.3

Corby
2.17 (Urban) / 

8.86 (Rural)

2 (Urban) / 1 

(Rural)

1.61 ha urban

0.06 ha rural

East 

Northants
1.3 (Urban) /

1.3 (urban) / 

8.79 (per 

1000 

population)

Kettering

4.07 (Including 

3 sites above 

50ha) / 0.79ha 

(excluding 

these 3 sites)

0.9

Corby 1.84
1.6 (Urban) / 

4.1 (Rural)

19.05 ha borough wide

3.79 ha urban

47.57 ha rural

3.32 ha borough wide*

1.81 ha urban

6.14 ha rural*

No national standards

Fields in Trust (FiT) are currently reviewing their 2008 

guidance, with a new publication due in 2015. The Survey 

Findings for the 2015 review have been published which 

states that:

'Where an overall standard for parks and amenity space 

was provided, the median level of provision was 1 ha per 

1000 population. The median level of provision for 

local parks and gardens was 0.8 ha per 1000 '. 

Para.4.2.14

Current Provision per 

1,000 population 

2015         

1.05 ha borough wide 

(These figures exclude 

Country Parks as these 

are classed as Natural 

and Semi-Natural)

Excuding 'more than 

locally significant sites'*

Comparison 2005/2015 

There has been an increase in the area (ha) of Parks & Gardens in the Urban area.

There has been a decrease in the area (ha) of Parks & Gardens in the Rural area.

Borough wide, there has been an increase in Ha per 1000 between 2005 (0.7ha) and 

2015 (1.05ha).

Consultation

People feel there is satisfactory provision in both the Urban (71%) and Rural (67%) 

areas. This is interesting as there is very little provision of Parks and Gardens in the 

Rural area, therefore people are likely to perceive other types of open space as Parks 

and Gardens.

Recommendation

In 2005 a Borough wide standard was set, but as the Urban and Rural difference is now 

more significant, this raises the question of whether different standards should be set for 

Urban and Rural. TEP recomend an Urban standard of 1.5 ha per 1000 based on the 

existing Urban provision, and a Rural standard of 1.0 ha per 1000, based on the 

Borough average of 1.05 ha per 1000. This should provide a sustainable Urban 

standard and an aspirational Rural standard.

Surplus/Deficiency

An above standard level of provision, or 'Surplus' in the Urban area should be seen as a 

benefit for the Urban area as it exceeds the Borough wide provision, and you would 

expect provision of more 'formal' open space in urban areas. This also allows provision 

to be sustained with future population increases.

A below standard provision, or 'Deficit' in the Rural area should be seen as an 

opportunity to enhance existing sites (such as Amenity or Natural & Semi-Natural) to 

provide for 'formal' provision in a manner appropriate to the character and setting of the 

sites, and where accessibility provision is taken into account. & Gardens in the Rural 

area.

Comparison 2005/2015 

There is very little difference in the area (ha) of Natural & Semi-Natural open space in 

the Urban area.

There has been a significant increase in the area (ha) of Natural & Semi-Natural open 

space in the Rural area. The Rural figure excludes 'more than locally significant sites' 

such as the Nene Valley, Summer Leys LNR and the Country Parks.

For the Urban area, the difference in Ha per 1000 between 2005 (1.77ha) and 2015 

(1.81ha) is not significant, however the Rural area is more significant between 2005 

(0.36ha) and 2015 (6.14ha).

Consultation

People feel there is satisfactory provision in both the Urban (63%) and Rural (57%) 

areas. This is interesting as there is significantly more provision of Natural and Semi-

natural in the Rural area, therefore other factors such as accessibility may be perceived 

by people. Having said this, the Rural figure is higher (13%) than the Urban (7%) for 

'more than enough'. 

Recommendation

TEP recommend retaining the Urban standard of 1.8 ha per 1000 based on the existing 

Urban provision and Wellingborough's existing standard.

TEP recommend revising the Rural standard to 6.0 ha per 1000 based on the existing 

Rural provision.

Surplus/Deficiency

An above standard level of provision, or 'Surplus' in the Rural areas should be seen as a 

benefit for the rural area as it exceeds the Borough wide provision, and you would 

expect provision of more 'informal' open space in rural areas. 

A future deficit in provision of Natural and Semi-natural open space in the Urban area 

creates an opportunity for additional provision through larger developments; and/or this 

provides an opportunity to change the use of other types of sites such as Amenity and 

Parks and Gardens.

URBAN: 1.5ha                                                                                                                                                                                                     

RURAL: 1.0ha

URBAN: 1.8ha                                                                                                                                                                                                     

RURAL: 6.0ha

Natural England Accessible Natural Greenspace 

Standard (ANGSt) recommends a minimum of 1 ha of 

LNR per 1,000 population

Fields in Trust (FiT) are currently reviewing their 2008 

guidance, with a new publication due in 2015. The Survey 

Findings for the 2015 review have been published which 

states that:

'For Natural and Semi-Natural open space (including 

Green Corridors) the median level of provision was 

1.78 ha per 1000'. Para.4.2.14

The majority of Ward Councillors and Parish 

Councils felt that there was a satisfactory 

provision of parks and gardens in their area.

BOROUGH-WIDE:

9% - more than enough

63% - satisfactory

25% not enough

3% no opinion

URBAN:

6% - more than enough

65% - satisfactory

25% not enough

3% no opinion

RURAL:

13% - more than 

enough

57% - satisfactory

27% not enough

2% no opinion

The majority of Ward Councillors and Parish 

Councils felt that there was a satisfactory 

provision of natural & semi- natural open 

spaces in their area.

Parks and 

Gardens

Typology

Natural & Semi-

Natural

Other Local Authorities Actuals and 

Standards 2015

Consultation                                                                                               

2015

Consultation                                                                                               

(other)

2015

BOROUGH-WIDE:

10% - more than 

enough

69% - satisfactory

19% not enough

2% no opinion

URBAN:

10% - more than 

enough

71% - satisfactory

19% not enough

1% no opinion

RURAL:

10% - more than 

enough

68% - satisfactory

20% not enough

2% no opinion

National Standards and/or Benchmarks

2015

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Urban 1.80ha                     

Rural 0.38ha                                                                                  

Existing Local Standards

2015

0.70ha

TEP Justification 2015

TEP Proposed Local Standard 

(per 1,000 population)

2015
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Appendix G Quantity Standards Review

LA Name
Provision per 

1,000 pop

Local 

Standard 

Set

Current Provision per 

1,000 population 

2015         

Typology

Other Local Authorities Actuals and 

Standards 2015

Consultation                                                                                               

2015

Consultation                                                                                               

(other)

2015

National Standards and/or Benchmarks

2015

Existing Local Standards

2015
TEP Justification 2015

TEP Proposed Local Standard 

(per 1,000 population)

2015

East 

Northants
0.72 0.8

Kettering 0.74 0.8

Corby

1.4 / 1.51 

(urban) / 0.37 

(rural)

1.51 (Urban) 

/ 0.37 (Rural)

0.78 ha borough wide

Urban 1.60ha                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Rural 0.50ha

0.96 ha urban

0.45 ha rural

293.67 ha borough wide

78.21 ha urban

215.46 ha rural

Comparison 2005/2015 

There has been a significant decrease in the Amenity Greenspace area (ha) in the 

Urban area. This may be due to a number of sites being classed as Amenity 

Greenspace in 2005 (e.g. the linear park system referred to in the PMP justification), but 

classed as Green Corridors in the 2010 database, and other typologies in the 2015 

database following the review of Green Corridors to become Linear Green Space.

For the Rural area, the difference in Ha per 1000 between 2005 (0.49ha) and 2015 

(0.45ha) is not significant, however the Urban area is more significant between 2005 

(1.58ha) and 2015 (0.96ha).

Consultation

People feel there is satisfactory provision in both the Urban (59%) and Rural (55%) 

areas.

Recommendation

TEP recommend revising the Urban standard to 1.0 ha per 1000 based on the existing 

Urban provision, and retaining the Rural standard at 0.5 ha per 1000.

The reduction in the Urban standard needs to be read in conjunction with the 

recommendation to introduce a new standard for Linear Green Space (there are 

currently no standards).

Surplus/Deficiency

There are no significant surplus or defecits for Amentiy Greenspace as the 

recommended standard reflects the existing situation. There will be future deficits which 

should be addressed with future provision.

URBAN: 1.0ha                                                                                                                                                                                                     

RURAL: 0.5ha

Comparison 2005/2015 

Significant increase in Urban and Rural areas. Urban Linear Green Spaces (previously 

Green Corridors) were not mapped extensively in the 2005 database (and appear to 

have been classed as Amenity Greenspace instead), and no Rural Linear Green Spaces 

were mapped.

Consultation

People feel there is satisfactory provision in both the Urban (59%) and Rural (49%) 

areas.

Recommendation

TEP recommend introducing a new Urban standard of 1.6 ha per 1000 based on the 

existing Urban provision.

TEP recommend introducing a new Urban standard of 8.0 ha per 1000 based on the 

existing Rural provision.

Surplus/Deficiency

The standard creates a surplus based on the existing population and a deficit based on 

the future population, which shows that the existing Linear Green Spaces sustain the 

quantity provision in the short term, but will need to be considered, especially in terms of 

larger developments in the future. This should also be considered in terms of provision 

of open space along the Green Infrastructure Corridors.

URBAN: 1.6ha                                                                                                                                                                                                     

RURAL: 8.0ha

The majority of Ward Councillors and Parish 

Councils felt that there was a satisfactory 

provision of green corridors in their area.

Fields in Trust 2008 (FiT) (formerly NPFA) recommend 

benchmark standards as follows:

Children's Play

Formal - 0.25 ha per 1000

Informal - 0.55 ha per 1000

Overall - 0.8 ha per 1000

Fields in Trust (FiT) are currently reviewing their 2008 

guidance, with a new publication due in 2015. The Survey 

Findings for the 2015 review have been published which 

states that:

'The median level of provision for Amenity 

Greenspace was 0.55 ha per 1000'. Para.4.2.15

No national standards.

Fields in Trust (FiT) are currently reviewing their 2008 

guidance, with a new publication due in 2015. The Survey 

Findings for the 2015 review have been published which 

states that:

'For Natural and Semi-Natural open space (including 

Green Corridors) the median level of provision was 

1.78 ha per 1000'. Para.4.2.14

Linear Green 

Space

BOROUGH-WIDE:

7% - more than enough

59% - satisfactory

27% not enough

7% no opinion

URBAN:

7% - more than enough

64% - satisfactory

22% not enough

7% no opinion

RURAL:

7% - more than enough

56% - satisfactory

31% not enough

7% no opinion

BOROUGH-WIDE:

7% - more than enough

53% - satisfactory

31% not enough

9% no opinion

URBAN:

5% - more than enough

61% - satisfactory

28% not enough

7% no opinion

RURAL:

10% - more than 

enough

48% - satisfactory

33% not enough

8% no opinion

Amenity 

Greenspace

n/a n/aNo local standard. n/a

The majority of Ward Councillors and Parish 

Councils felt that there was a satisfactory 

provision of amenity green space in their 

area.
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Appendix G Quantity Standards Review

LA Name
Provision per 

1,000 pop

Local 

Standard 

Set

Current Provision per 

1,000 population 

2015         

Typology

Other Local Authorities Actuals and 

Standards 2015

Consultation                                                                                               

2015

Consultation                                                                                               

(other)

2015

National Standards and/or Benchmarks

2015

Existing Local Standards

2015
TEP Justification 2015

TEP Proposed Local Standard 

(per 1,000 population)

2015

East 

Northants

0.13 (rural) / 

0.07 urban

0.14 (rural) / 

0.1 (urban)

Kettering

0.41 (for 

children) / 0.20 

(for young 

people)

0.45 (for 

children) / 

0.25 (young 

people)

0.65 play areas                          

- borough wide

0.67 play areas                                                     

- urban

0.61 play areas                                                    

- rural

0.06 ha                                           

- borough wide

0.03ha                                                            

- urban

0.12ha                                                                       

- rural

East 

Northants
0.34 0.34

Kettering 0.4 0.4

Corby 0.16 0.15

0.58 ha borough wide

0.28 ha urban

1.16 ha rural

0.8 (Play 

areas for 

children) / 

0.35 (Play 

areas for 

young people

0.05 (children) 

/ 0.05 (young 

people)

Corby

National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners - 

20 allotment plots per 1,000 households (or 20 allotments 

per 2,200 people - 2.2 people per house) or 1 allotment 

plot per 200 people. With an average allotment plot of 

250 sq/m this equates to 0.125 ha per 1,000 population.

1969 Thorpe Report suggested 0.2 ha per 1,000 

population.   

Fields in Trust (FiT) are currently reviewing their 2008 

guidance, with a new publication due in 2015. The Survey 

Findings for the 2015 review have been published which 

states that:

'for Allotments, Community Gardens and Urban 

Farms, the median level of provision was 0.3 ha per 

1000'. Para 4.2.18

Urban 0.38ha                                                             

Rural 1.30

Comparison 2005/2015 

There has been a slight decrease in the area (ha) of Allotments in both the Urban and 

Rural areas.

Consultation

People feel there is satisfactory provision in the Rural area (52%). In the Urban area it is 

satifactory (38%), closely followed by not enough (36%).

Recommendation

TEP recommend retaining the existing Urban standard.

TEP recommend revising the Rural standard to reflect the current provision.

Surplus/Deficiency

Retaining the existing Urban standard, which is higher than current provision, will cause 

current and future deficits.

Revising the Rural standard will cause future, but not current, deficits.

Comparison 2005/2015 

There has been an increase in area (ha) (and no. of facilities) for Provision for Children 

and Young People across the Borough, and particularly in the Rural area.

The Urban provision in no. per 1000 has not changed significantly from 2005 (0.62no.) 

and 2015 (0.67no.), however the difference in the Rural area is greater from 2005 

(0.43no.) and 2015 (0.61no.).

Consultation

People feel there is satisfactory provision in the Urban area (46%) and not enough in the 

Rural area (46%). Due to an actual increase in the Rural area, it is likely that local 

deficiencies still exist and this will be picked up in the accessibility analysis.

Recommendation

TEP recommend setting a new Borough wide standard of 0.65 no. per 1000 based on 

the existing Borough wide provision. The Urban standard therefore remains at 0.65 no. 

per 1000, and the Rural is brought in line with the Urban standard creating a Borough 

wide standard.

Surplus/Deficiency

A future deficit in provision of Provision for Children and Young People in the Urban and 

Rural areas creates an opportunity for additional provision through larger developments; 

and/or this provides an opportunity to add play facilities to other types of sites such as 

Amenity, Natural and Semi-Natural and Green Corridors

BOROUGH WIDE: 0.65 no.

(0.065 ha, based on 0.1 ha sites)

Fields in Trust 2008 (FiT) (formerly NPFA) recommend 

benchmark standards as follows:

Children's Play

Formal - 0.25 ha per 1000

Informal - 0.55 ha per 1000

Overall - 0.8 ha per 1000

Fields in Trust (FiT) are currently reviewing their 2008 

guidance, with a new publication due in 2015. The Survey 

Findings for the 2015 review have been published which 

states that:

'The median level of provision for designated play 

was identified as 0.25 ha per 1000'. Para 4.2.8

BOROUGH-WIDE:

5% - more than enough

44% - satisfactory

44% not enough

7% no opinion

URBAN:

3% - more than enough

48% - satisfactory

42% not enough

8% no opinion

RURAL:

8% - more than enough

40% - satisfactory

48% not enough

5% no opinion

Allotments and 

Community 

Gardens

Provision for 

Children & 

Young People

The majority of Ward Councillors and Parish 

Councils felt that there was a satisfactory 

provision of allotments in their area.

The majority of Ward Councillors and Parish 

Councils felt that there was a satisfactory 

provision for children & young people in their 

area. Further feedback suggests that there is 

not enough provision in Irchester, 

Queensway, Isham, Wollaston and Mears 

Ashby.

                                                                                                                                             

Urban 0.625 play areas                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Rural 0.5 play areas                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

(Equivalent to 0.025ha Urban and 

0.02ha Rural) 

URBAN: 0.38 ha                                                                                                                                                                                                     

RURAL: 1.2 ha

BOROUGH-WIDE:

5% - more than enough

45% - satisfactory

33% not enough

17% no opinion

URBAN:

3% - more than enough

39% - satisfactory

35% not enough

24% no opinion

RURAL:

6% - more than enough

53% - satisfactory

32% not enough

9% no opinion
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Appendix G Quantity Standards Review

LA Name
Provision per 

1,000 pop

Local 

Standard 

Set

Current Provision per 

1,000 population 

2015         

Typology

Other Local Authorities Actuals and 

Standards 2015

Consultation                                                                                               

2015

Consultation                                                                                               

(other)

2015

National Standards and/or Benchmarks

2015

Existing Local Standards

2015
TEP Justification 2015

TEP Proposed Local Standard 

(per 1,000 population)

2015

0.34 ha borough wide

0.24 ha urban n/a

0.53 ha rural

n/aCivic Spaces No national standards

Cemeteries / 

Churchyards
No national standards No local standard.

No local standard.n/a

BOROUGH-WIDE:

6% - more than enough

56% - satisfactory

18% not enough

21% no opinion

URBAN:

5% - more than enough

55% - satisfactory

19% not enough

21% no opinion

RURAL:

6% - more than enough

56% - satisfactory

18% not enough

The majority of Ward Councillors and Parish 

Councils felt that there was a satisfactory 

provision of cemetries and churchyards in 

their area.

The majority of Ward Councillors and Parish 

Councils felt that there was a satisfactory 

provision of civic spaces in their area.

BOROUGH-WIDE:

6% - more than enough

60% - satisfactory

17% not enough

17% no opinion

URBAN:

6% - more than enough

54% - satisfactory

19% not enough

22% no opinion

RURAL:

8% - more than enough

65% - satisfactory

15% not enough

12% no opinion

Typology not suitable for Ha per 1000 standard.

Typology not suitable for Ha per 1000 standard.

Borough Council of Wellingborough
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Appendix G Quantity Standards Review

LA Name
Provision per 

1,000 pop

Local 

Standard 

Set

Current Provision per 

1,000 population 

2015         

Typology

Other Local Authorities Actuals and 

Standards 2015

Consultation                                                                                               

2015

Consultation                                                                                               

(other)

2015

National Standards and/or Benchmarks

2015

Existing Local Standards

2015
TEP Justification 2015

TEP Proposed Local Standard 

(per 1,000 population)

2015

East 

Northants

2.72 (including 

golf courses) / 

1.69 

(excluding golf 

courses)

1.69 

(excluding 

golf courses)

Kettering

1.72 

(Excluding golf 

courses)

1.8

Corby

2.66 (including 

golf courses) / 

2.03 

(excluding golf 

courses) / 0.83 

(excluding golf 

courses and 

sports pitches

1.6 

(Excluding 

golf courses)

No overall standard. Standard 

broken down for individual 

facilities in report.

2.27 ha rural (exc. Golf 

courses)

Including Golf Courses*

2.95 borough wide*

1.99 urban 

4.74 rural*

No overall standard. Standard 

broken down for individual 

facilities in report.

 2.08 ha borough wide 

(exc. Golf course)

Fields in Trust 2008 (FiT) (formerly NPFA) recommend 

benchmark standards as follows:

Playing Pitches

Urban - 1.15 ha per 1000

Rural - 1.72 ha per 1000

Overall - 1.2 ha per 1000

All Outdoor Sports

Urban - 1.60 ha per 1000

Rural - 1.76 ha per 1000

Overall - 1.60 ha per 1000

Fields in Trust (FiT) are currently reviewing their 2008 

guidance, with a new publication due in 2015. The Survey 

Findings for the 2015 review have been published which 

states that:

'for Playing Pitches, the median level of provision 

was 1.21 ha per 1000. Para 4.2.2

1.99 ha urban

Comparison 2005/2015 

There has been a decrease in the area (ha) of Outdoor Sports in both the Urban and 

Rural areas.

For the Urban area, the difference in Ha per 1000 is 2005 (2.23ha) and 2015 

(1.99ha).

For the Rural area, the difference in Ha per 1000 is 2005 (2.62ha) and 2015 

(2.27ha).

Consultation

People feel there is satisfactory provision in the Urban area (52%). In the Rural area 

people feel there is not enough (51%).

Recommendation

TEP recommend retaining the existing Borough wide standard.

Surplus/Deficiency

Retaining the existing standards, will cause current and future deficits.

Comparison 2005/2015 

n/a

Consultation

People feel there is satisfactory provision in the Urban area (53%). In the Rural area 

people feel there is not enough (50%).

Recommendation

Typology not suitable for Ha per 1000 standard.

To be broken down for 

individual facilities 

based on 2015 

provision.

Local Strategic

North Northamptonshire 

Strategic Sports Facilities 

Framework (September 2014)

Sport England has given 

parameters for all Boroughs’ sport 

provision and the calculations for 

Wellingborough are based on the 

assumption that the area should 

have the same level of provision 

per thousand head of population as 

the average for the East Midlands. 

The East Midlands average figure 

is provided yearly by Sport England, 

the standards figures are based on 

2013 data.

East Midlands Average

Facility Type Quantity (per 1000 

Population)

Sports Halls (0.37 badminton 

Courts)

Swimming Pools (13 m² water 

space)

Synthetic Turf Pitches (0.04 

pitches)

Indoor Bowls (0.06 rinks)

Indoor Tennis (0.02 courts)

Athletics Tracks (0.04 lanes)

Health and Fitness Stations (2.85 

stations)

Gold Driving Ranges (0.24 bays)

Athletics Training Facility (0.0023 

facilities)

Closed Road Cycle Track (0.0023 

facilities)

Gymnastics Centre (0.0023 

facilities)

2.40ha

(excluding golf courses)

Indoor Sports 

Facilities

Outdoor Sports 

Facilities

No national standards.

BOROUGH-WIDE:

6% - more than enough

46% - satisfactory

43% not enough

5% no opinion

URBAN:

6% - more than enough

50% - satisfactory

40% not enough

5% no opinion

RURAL:

6% - more than enough

40% - satisfactory

49% not enough

5% no opinion

The majority of Ward Councillors and Parish 

Councils felt that there was not enough 

provision of indoor sports and recreational 

facilities in their area.

North Northamptonshire Strategic Sports 

Facilities Framework (September 2014)

Participation in sport once a week by adults 

and over has fluctuated in Wellingborough 

and levels are currently decreasing. The 

vakues have generally been lower than the 

East Midlands and England average. This 

implies there is a need to provide sporting 

facilities in Wellingborough to increase this 

value and to continue to encourage those 

already participating in sport once a week.

The top 5 participation sports in 

Wellingborough are:

1. Gym

2. Swimming

3. Football

4. Cycling

5. Athletics

There needs to be sufficient facility provision 

for these sports to meet the demand of the 

population.

Over 50% of adults would like to do more 

sports, therefore demand needs to be met in 

sports facilities. The Local Sports Profile Tool 

shows that in Wellingborough swimming is 

the sport that adults would like to do the 

most.

The majority of Ward Councillors and Parish 

Councils felt that there was a satisfactory 

provision or not enough provision of outdoor 

sports and recreational facilities in their area. 

Further feedback suggested that there was a 

lack of sports land in Wollaston, Orlingbury 

and Irchester.

The sports club consultation highlighted a 

lack of athletic facilities in Wellingborough.

BOROUGH-WIDE:

6% - more than enough

45% - satisfactory

44% not enough

4% no opinion

URBAN:

6% - more than enough

50% - satisfactory

40% not enough

4% no opinion

RURAL:

6% - more than enough

39% - satisfactory

50% not enough

5% no opinion
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