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1.0 OVERVIEW 

 

1.1 This Basic Conditions Statement has been prepared in support of the Irchester, Knuston and Little 

Irchester Neighbourhood Plan 2011-2031 (the Plan) and intends to demonstrate that the Plan has been 

prepared observing: 

 

• All legal aspects of neighbourhood plan making; 

 

• All relevant national and local level planning policies relevant to the Neighbourhood Area; 

 

• An appropriate level of guidance, both statutory and non-statutory, on all aspects of plan making; 

and 

 

• Best practice in transparent and inclusive consultation and engagement. 

 

1.2 Principally, this statement demonstrates the way in which the Plan conforms to the basic conditions as 

identified in Paragraph 8 of Schedule 4B of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (TCPA 1990) and is 

legal in every other respect. 

 

1.3 The structure of this statement will be as follows: 

 

• Background to the Plan: providing a broad overview of the reasons for the Plan and the processes 

included in its production; 

 

• Statement of Legal Conformity: confirming that the plan proposal package comprises the appropriate 

level of information to be considered compliant with the Regulation 15 of the Neighbourhood 

Planning (General) Regulation 2012 (as amended) and that the Plan has been prepared in conformity 

with the further provisions of the TCPA 1990; and 

 

• Assessment against the basic conditions: demonstrating that compliance with the basic conditions 

has been at the heart of the Plan’s production. 
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2.0 BACKGROUND TO THE PLAN 
 

2.1 The proposed Irchester, Knuston and Little Irchester Neighbourhood Development Plan (the Plan) has 

been produced in response to the strategic requirements for the Neighbourhood Area set out in the North 

Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS), adopted July 2016, and Irchester Parish Council’s desire to 

ensure that any new development is delivered in a sustainable manner. It takes a positive approach to 

the delivery of new homes and facilities and has successfully engaged the local community to ensure that 

they are at the centre of helping shape its delivery. 

 

2.2 It has been researched and written by the Irchester, Knuston and Little Irchester Neighbourhood Plan 

Steering Group on behalf of Irchester Parish Council and with the benefit of close support from officers 

of the Borough Council of Wellingborough and the project’s planning consultants Armstrong Rigg 

Planning, who have assisted in the fields of evidence gathering and analysis, legal and policy conformity, 

plan writing and consultation / engagement.  

 

2.3 The decisions made within the Plan have been informed by significant community consultation, 

stakeholder engagement and discussions with local landowners and promoters. The process has been 

transparent and inclusive and has been matched stride-for-stride by regular updates on the Plan’s well-

resourced website at www.irchesterparishnhp.com/. The full programme of consultation and engagement 

is set out and explained in detail in the accompanying Consultation Statement.  

 

2.4 The Plan is also supported by a thorough and rigorous evidence base that comprises a mixture of 

previously published information that underpins the JCS and new original evidence that has been 

produced solely to inform the development of the plan and its policies. 

 

2.5 The basis of the Plan’s production has been a clear and succinct vision and an accompanying set of 

objectives that have ensured the direction of the Plan’s policies has remained consistent and their 

outcomes focussed. Whilst the objectives have been amended slightly over the course of the Plan’s 

production to ensure they remain relevant and up-to-date when assessed against emerging policy or the 

weight of consultation, the vision has remained constant.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.irchesterparishnhp.com/
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3.0 STATEMENT OF LEGAL CONFORMITY 
 

3.1 Asides from the Plan’s conformity with the basic conditions tests, it is important that its production has 

observed all of the relevant requirements included in the suite of primary and secondary legislation 

guiding the production of neighbourhood development plans (NDPs). The table below sets out a clear 

statement of the Plan’s conformity with the relevant sections and schedules of the TCPA 1990, the 

Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (PCPA) 2004 and the Neighbourhood Planning (General) 

Regulation 2012 (as amended). The following checklist has been informed by the Planning Advisory 

Service guidance issued to inform Local Planning Authorities of the legal requirements of NDPs. 

 

Act, section, 

schedule or 

regulation  

Test Comment Legally 

compliant? 

TCPA 1990 Schedule 4B 

para 5 

Is the proposal in question a 

repeat proposal? Has the local 

planning authority refused a 

previous similar proposal 

under para 12 or Section 61E 

or has it failed at referendum? 

No on both fronts. This is 

the first NDP prepared 

by Irchester Parish 

Council. 

Yes 

TCPA 1990 Schedule 4B 

para 6(2)(a) and Section 

61F 

Is the body who submitted the 

Plan a qualifying body for the 

purpose of neighbourhood 

plan making? 

Yes. As clarified under 

Section 61F a parish 

council can act as a 

qualifying body for 

neighbourhood planning 

purposes. The plan has 

been prepared and 

submitted by Irchester 

Parish Council. 

Yes 

TCPA 1990 Schedule 4B 

para 6(2)(b) and Section 

61F 

Does the plan proposal 

comply with the other relevant 

provisions made under 

Section 61F relating to 

neighbourhood area 

designation? 

Yes. The parish’s civil 

parish area was 

designated as the 

neighbourhood area by 

the Borough Council of 

Wellingborough 

following a 6-week 

period of consultation on 

16th November 2012. A 

map of the 

neighbourhood area can 

be found at Appendix 1 

of this statement and the 

Borough Council of 

Wellingborough’s 

Neighbourhood Area 

Decision Notice at 

Appendix 2. 

Yes 
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Act, section, 

schedule or 

regulation  

Test Comment Legally 

compliant? 

TCPA 1990 Schedule 4B 

para 1, para 6(2)(c) and 

NP (General) Regs 2012 

Regulation 15 

Have the qualifying body 

submitted the following in a 

satisfactory form to the 

Borough Council of 

Wellingborough: 

1. A map or statement 

identifying the area to 

which the plan relates; 

2. A consultation statement 

(which contains details of 

those consulted, how they 

were consulted, 

summarises the main 

issues and concerns raised 

and how these have been 

considered, and where 

relevant how they are 

addressed in the proposed 

NDP; 

3. The proposed NDP; 

4. A statement explaining 

how the NDP meets the 

basic conditions; and 

5. Either an environmental 

statement or a statement 

confirming why no SEA is 

required in support of the 

NDP. 

Yes. All of the 

documents (including 

this Basic Conditions 

Statement) have been 

submitted as a single 

package to the Borough 

Council of 

Wellingborough. 

Additionally, links to the 

key evidence documents 

prepared in support of 

the Plan will be made 

available to officers for 

publicity.  

Yes 

TCPA 1990 Schedule 4B 

para 4, para 6(2)(d) and 

NP (General) Regs 2012 

Regulations 14 and 

15(2)(a) 

Has the qualifying body 

complied with the 

requirements regarding the 

scope of pre-submission 

consultation? 

Yes. The Plan was made 

available for consultation 

for a period of 6 weeks 

between 16 September 

2016 and 28 October 

2016 inviting 

representations from all 

groups detailed under 

Regulation 14 of the NP 

(General) Regs 2012. 

This was done through 

advertising the Plan 

within the Parish Council 

area as described in the 

accompanying 

Consultation Statement. 

A copy of the Plan was 

also sent to the Borough 

Council of 

Yes 
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Act, section, 

schedule or 

regulation  

Test Comment Legally 

compliant? 

Wellingborough for 

comment with their 

feedback discussed as 

part of a series of NPSG 

meetings. 

TCPA 1990 Schedule 4B 

para 6(3), Section 61J 

(and also PCPA 2004 

Section 38B(1)(b)) 

Does the Plan seek to grant or 

support planning permission 

for any development 

categorised as ‘excluded 

development’ under Section 

61K of the TCPA 1990? 

No. Yes 

PCPA 2004 Section 

38A(2) 

Does the Plan meet the 

definition of ‘neighbourhood 

development plan’ in that it 

sets out policies in relation to 

the development and use of 

land in the neighbourhood 

area? 

Yes. Yes 

PCPA 2004 Section 

38B(1)(a) 

Does the ‘neighbourhood 

development plan’ specify the 

time period for which it is to 

have effect? 

Yes. The period is stated 

as 2011 to 2031 

mirroring that of the 

adopted JCS. 

Yes 

PCPA 2004 Section 

38B(1)(c) 

Does the ‘neighbourhood 

development plan’ relate to 

more than one neighbourhood 

area? 

No. Yes 

 

3.2 The table above demonstrates that the Plan has accurately observed the required procedures and 

exclusions and is legal in every respect. 
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4.0 ASSESSMENT AGAINST THE BASIC CONDITIONS 

 

4.1 The principal objective of this statement is to demonstrate the way in which the Plan complies with the 

basic conditions tests.  

 

4.2 The basic conditions applicable to both Neighbourhood Development Plans and Neighbourhood 

Development Orders are identified at Paragraph 8 of Schedule 4B of the Town and Country Planning Act 

1990 (TCPA 1990). The basic conditions specifically relevant to Neighbourhood Development Plans, as 

clarified by paragraph 065 of the National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG), are as follows: 

 

• Having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the Secretary of State 

it is appropriate to make the plan.  

 

• The making of the plan contributes to the achievement of sustainable development.   

 

• The making of the plan is in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the 

development plan for the area of the authority (or any part of that area).  

 

• The making of the plan does not breach, and is otherwise compatible with, EU obligations. 

 

• Prescribed conditions are met in relation to the plan and prescribed matters have been complied 

with in connection with the proposal for the plan. For clarity, further conditions have been prescribed 

relating to the assessment of a Plan’s impact on European Habitats. 

 

4.3 This section will assess the direction and the 4 policies of the Plan against the clear tests set out above. 

It is recognised that there is no prescribed approach dictating how this assessment should take place. It 

has therefore been decided to undertake the assessment against both national and local strategic policy 

together on a neighbourhood plan policy by policy basis. The rationale is that provided the policies of the 

Plan avoid conflicting with any aspect of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) or the North 

Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS), and otherwise supports their intent, then they will inherently 

ensure their continued delivery. In addition, a short supporting section will then be provided that 

demonstrates how the process employed in the delivery of the Plan has observed the guidance included 

within the NPPG.  The consideration of whether the making of the Plan contributes to the achievement 

of sustainable development and is compatible with EU obligations (including those relating to the 

protection of Habitats) will similarly be done against the Plan as a whole. 
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Assessment against national policy and guidance and strategic local policy 

 

4.4 To ensure compliance with both of these basic conditions throughout the course of its production the 

Plan has been produced with constant sight of the following: 

 

• North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS), 

• The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) as a whole; and 

• The National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG). 

 

4.5 Officers at the Borough Council of Wellingborough have advised that the relevant strategic policies against 

which the Plan should demonstrate general conformity would include all of the strategic policies of the 

JCS (i.e. excluding site / area specific policies that are not relevant to Irchester). Their consideration 

during the course of the Plan’s preparation has been helped immeasurably by the assistance and support 

of officers representing all departments of the Borough Council of Wellingborough with particularly strong 

guidance from planning policy officers. Cross referencing of both the NPPF and JCS has been interwoven 

into the Plan. The analysis set out below will explain the direction of each policy and will explicitly set out 

how they have taken the JCS and NPPF into account. It will also set out the key documents of the evidence 

base that were considered when producing the policy and finalising its wording. 

 

Policy 1: Settlement Boundary Policy 

Relevant NPPF 

paragraphs / sections 

34, 47, 55, 111, 157 

 

NPPF conformity The Plan designates settlement boundaries for Irchester and Little Irchester 

for the purpose of defining where development plan policies relating to the 

open countryside apply. It designates Knuston as lying wholly within the 

open countryside. Policy 1 is in conformity with the NPPF which supports 

plans that: ensure developments are directed to sustainable locations 

(paragraph 34); enhance or maintain the vitality of rural communities and 

prevent isolated new homes in the countryside (paragraph 55); encourage 

the effective use of land (paragraph 111); and identify land where 

development would be inappropriate (paragraph 157). 

Relevant JCS policies 11, 13 

JCS conformity JCS Policies 11 and 13 set out the strategic approach to development in rural 

areas including the allowance for small scale infill development within 

villages, the requirement for Local and Neighbourhood Plans to identify 

housing sites to meet rural needs; and the restriction of residential 

development on sites outside of villages with the exception of agricultural 

workers dwellings and affordable housing exception sites.   

 

Policy 1 is in conformity with these policies in that it designates land that is 

considered within the villages of Irchester and Little Irchester and that within 

the open countryside (which includes Knuston). JCS Policy 11 states that 
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Neighbourhood Plans may designate sensitive areas where infill 

development will be resisted or subject to special control. The designation 

of a settlement boundary for Irchester and Little Irchester is clearly in 

accordance with this policy. In addition, the designation of Knuston as 

comprising open countryside is in accordance with JCS Table 1 which states 

that “Some small rural settlements with a dispersed built form may be 

designated as open countryside, where development will be limited”. 

Evidence base / 

Guidance documents 

Borough Council of Wellingborough, Village Boundaries - The Plan for the 

Borough of Wellingborough: Background Paper (April 2016) 

 

Policy 2: Heritage Policy 

Relevant NPPF 

paragraphs / sections 

126, 132, 135, 141 

NPPF conformity In seeking to protect and enhance the historic environment of Irchester, 

Policy 2 is in accordance with NPPF paragraph 126. It places great weight 

on the conservation of heritage assets and specifically refers to the most 

important assets in the village and is therefore in accordance with NPPF 

paragraph 132. It also sets a clear requirement for protecting non-

designated heritage assets in accordance with NPPF paragraph 132. 

Furthermore, in accordance with NPPF paragraph 141, information about the 

significance of the historic environment gathered as part of the plan-making 

is publicly accessible on the Plan website.  

Relevant JCS policies 2 

JCS conformity Policy 2 is in accordance with JCS Policy 2 in that it requires the historic 

environment to be protected, preserved and enhanced, it protects key views 

and vistas of heritage assets and protects archaeological remains.  

Evidence base / 

Guidance documents 

Environmental Assessment Report, ACD (March, 2014) 

Historic Landscape Assessment, MOLA (September 2015) (Updated, March 

2016) 

Irchester, Knuston and Little Irchester Character Appraisal, Hawkins Historic 

Ltd (April 2017) 

 

Policy 3: Land off Austin Close 

Relevant NPPF 

paragraphs / sections 

30, 34, 47, 50, 58, 118 

NPPF conformity Policy 3 allocates Land off Austin Close for housing development of 

approximately 75 dwellings. In developing the Plan, Irchester Parish Council 

have sought to ensure that the most sustainable sites are allocated for 

development to meet the housing requirement set by the JCS. The 

methodology used to assess the sustainability of potential development sites 

is set out in the Sustainability Assessment Report (February 2017). It 

comprised the preparation of a detailed evidence base and its assessment 

using set sustainability criteria to ascertain the least constrained and 

therefore most sustainable sites for development. This assessment showed 

Land off Austin Close to be one of two most sustainable sites for 
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development. In choosing to allocate the site for development and in setting 

policy criteria for Policy 3, consideration was given to a number of site 

specific matters including the need to: establish sufficient access (NPPF 

paragraph 30 and 34); replace and enhance the public open space and scout 

hut lost through providing access into the site (NPPF paragraph 70, 73-74); 

protect and enhance the public right of way running through the site 

(paragraph 118); avoid noise from the adjacent railway line from giving rise 

to significant adverse impacts on health and quality of life in the proposed 

development (NPPF paragraph 123); meet the full, objectively assessed 

needs for market and affordable housing and the size, type, tenure and 

range of housing that is required (NPPF paragraph 47 and 50); and conserve 

and enhance the natural and historic environment (NPPF paragraph 109 and 

126). 

Relevant JCS policies 3, 4, 7, 8, 11, 29, 30 

JCS conformity Principally Policy 3 seeks to allocate a deliverable development site in 

Irchester that will contribute half of the villages housing requirement of 150 

homes set by JCS Policy 29 and JCS Table 5. The allocation of land for 

development is in accordance with JCS Policy 11 which states that 

“Neighbourhood Plans will identify sites within or adjoining the villages to 

meet rural housing requirements identified in Table 5”.  

 

When developing the policy seeking to deliver the allocation the wider suite 

of policies of the JCS were referred to, including: 

• JCS Policy 3 regarding locating and designing housing development 

in in a way that is sensitive to its landscape setting;  

• JCS Policy 4 regarding mitigating cumulative impact on the Upper 

Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection Area; 

• JCS Policy 7 regarding safeguarding, enhancing and re-providing 

existing on-site open space, the skate park and the scout storage 

hut; 

• JCS Policy 8 regarding providing a mix of unit sizes and tenures to 

meet local need, ensuring good access, incorporating ecologically 

sensitive design, integrating the design with existing footpath 

connections and creating open green spaces; and 

• JCS Policy 30 regarding providing a mix of dwellings to meet local 

needs and setting a requirement for 40% affordable housing. 

Evidence base / 

Guidance documents 

Community Event Day Consultation Responses (May 2013) 

Stage 1 Consultation Results (July 2014) 

Stage 2 Consultation Results (October 2015) 

Irchester Rural Housing Survey, Borough Council of Wellingborough 

(January 2013) 

Assessment of sites / broad zones put forward for development by NHP 

Steering Group by  

Northamptonshire County Council Highways (April 2014) 

Assessment of sites/ broad zones put forward for development by NHP 

Steering Group by  
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Northamptonshire County Council Highways (Addendum – August 2015) 

Environmental Assessment Report, ACD (March, 2014) 

Historic Landscape Assessment, MOLA (September 2015) (Updated, March 

2016) 

Irchester, Knuston and Little Irchester Character Appraisal, Hawkins Historic 

Ltd (April 2017) 

 

Policy 4: Land south of James Street 

Relevant NPPF 

paragraphs / sections 

30, 34, 47, 50, 58, 118 

NPPF conformity Policy 4 allocates Land south of James Street for housing development of 

approximately 75 dwellings. In developing the Plan, Irchester Parish Council 

have sought to ensure that the most sustainable sites are allocated for 

development to meet the housing requirement set by the JCS. The 

methodology used to assess the sustainability of potential development sites 

is set out in the Sustainability Assessment Report (February 2017). It 

comprised the preparation of a detailed evidence base and its assessment 

using set sustainability criteria to ascertain the least constrained and 

therefore most sustainable sites for development. This assessment showed 

that Land south of James Street one of two most sustainable sites for 

development. In choosing to allocate the site for development and in setting 

policy criteria for Policy 4, consideration was given to a number of site 

specific matters including the need to: establish sufficient access (NPPF 

paragraph 30 and 34); provide public open space and community facilities 

(NPPF paragraph 70 and 73); meet the full, objectively assessed needs for 

market and affordable housing and the size, type, tenure and range of 

housing that is required (NPPF paragraph 47 and 50); conserve and enhance 

the historic environment and in particular views towards the Grade 1 listed 

church (NPPF paragraph 126 and 132); and to conserve and enhance the 

natural environment (NPPF Paragraph 109). 

Relevant JCS policies 3, 4, 7, 8, 11, 29, 30 

JCS conformity Principally Policy 4 seeks to allocate a deliverable development site in 

Irchester that will contribute half of the villages housing requirement of 150 

homes set by JCS Policy 29 and JCS Table 5. The allocation of land for 

development is in accordance with JCS Policy 11 which states that 

“Neighbourhood Plans will identify sites within or adjoining the villages to 

meet rural housing requirements identified in Table 5”.  

 

When developing the policy seeking to deliver the allocation the wider suite 

of policies of the JCS were referred to, including:  

• JCS Policy 3 regarding locating and designing development in a way that 

is sensitive to its landscape setting and in particular the importance of 

providing appropriate landscape mitigation and safeguarding and 

enhancing important views towards the church spire; 

• JCS Policy 4 regarding mitigating cumulative impact on the Upper Nene 
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Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection Area; 

• JCS Policy 7 regarding safeguarding and enhancing the provision of 

public open space and providing an additional 0.3ha area to be reserved 

for a community facility; 

• JCS Policy 8 regarding providing a mix of unit sizes and tenures to meet 

local need, ensuring good access, incorporating ecologically sensitive 

design, responding to local topography and landscape setting and 

creating open green spaces; 

• JCS Policy 30 regarding providing a mix of dwellings to meet local needs 

and setting a requirement for 40% affordable housing. 

Evidence base / 

Guidance documents 

Community Event Day Consultation Responses (May 2013) 

Stage 1 Consultation Results (July 2014) 

Stage 2 Consultation Results (October 2015) 

Irchester Rural Housing Survey, Borough Council of Wellingborough 

(January 2013) 

Assessment of sites / broad zones put forward for development by NHP 

Steering Group by  

Northamptonshire County Council Highways (April 2014) 

Assessment of sites/ broad zones put forward for development by NHP 

Steering Group by  

Northamptonshire County Council Highways (Addendum – August 2015) 

Environmental Assessment Report, ACD (March, 2014) 

Historic Landscape Assessment, MOLA (September 2015) (Updated, March 

2016) 

Irchester, Knuston and Little Irchester Character Appraisal, Hawkins Historic 

Ltd (April 2017) 

Historical Assessment - Policy 4: Land South of James Street (July 2017) 

 

4.6 In addition to national policy the production of the Plan has also had regard to national guidance; 

principally that contained within the NPPG. Whilst the NPPG does not carry the same statutory weight in 

terms of required conformity it does present a combination of a clear synopsis of recognised best practice 

and additional explanation of how the statutory requirements of the neighbourhood planning process 

should be observed. In particular (but not exclusively) the production of the Plan has been informed by 

paragraphs 040 to 046 of the guidance on neighbourhood planning and 047 to 051 when observing the 

correct procedures around consultation.   

 

Assessing whether the plan contributes to the achievement of sustainable development 

 

4.7 Firstly, it is important to recognise that the preceding section has robustly demonstrated that the Plan is 

in conformity with both the NPPF and the adopted JCS in every respect. The policies of the former have 

the achievement of sustainable development at their core with the policies of the latter having been 

supported by a comprehensive Sustainability Appraisal that was tested and found sound, alongside the 
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JCS, at examination. To this end the Irchester, Knuston and Little Irchester Neighbourhood Plan has been 

developed with close attention to two sets of policies that inherently set the framework for sustainable 

development. What the Plan has done is built upon this firm base and has provided a suite of policies 

that both define and help achieve appropriate and sustainable development in the context of the parish 

of Irchester.  

 

4.8 Whilst it was determined that no statutory Strategic Environmental Assessment or Habitat Regulations 

Assessment was required in support of the Plan, the process was still supported by an extensive and 

comprehensive sustainability appraisal process. This approach has ensured that both the objectives and 

the policies of the Plan have been iteratively tested during the course of their production and refinement 

and that the final document is demonstrably sustainable in every respect. The final ‘Irchester, Knuston 

and Little Irchester Neighbourhood Plan 2011-2031 Sustainability Assessment Report’ forms part of the 

evidence base of the Plan. It demonstrates that the sites chosen for allocation in the Neighbourhood Plan 

represent the most sustainable options for development in the Parish. 

 

4.9 Due to the presence of the detailed Sustainability Assessment in support of the Plan, the table below 

takes a higher-level approach to the demonstration of how the Plan achieves sustainable development. 

It firstly identifies the core dimensions of delivering sustainability as defined by paragraph 7 of the NPPF, 

provides a summary of how the Plan has sought to define the key sustainability issues in the town under 

each heading through the development of their objectives and then shows how the policy suite 

contributes towards overcoming these issues. 

 

NPPF sustainability objective and synopsis – Economic Sustainability 

Planning Role 

The Plan should contribute to building a strong, responsive and competitive economy, by ensuring 

that sufficient land of the right type is available in the right places at the right time to support growth 

and innovation; and by identifying and coordinating development requirements, including the 

provision of infrastructure. 

Related Plan Objectives 

1. To meet the future housing needs of the parish in terms of:  

• Number of open market homes;  

• Number of affordable homes; and  

• Number of homes of required dwelling types (i.e. house, bungalow, flat) and sizes. 

 

3. To protect and support the development of local facilities and services through S106 agreements 

or  

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). 

 

4. To promote improved transport facilities and connectivity through S106 agreements or Community  

Infrastructure Levy (CIL). 
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Relevant Plan Policies 

Policy 3 – Land off Austin Close 

Policy 4 – Land south of James Street 

Commentary 

The Plan has responded positively to the requirements of the NPPF through ensuring sufficient 

deliverable residential land is available to support growth and by identifying and helping to deliver the 

provision of key infrastructure. It sets clear requirements to ensure that allocated development will 

meet the specific needs of the local area and provide required infrastructure improvements. In the 

separate non-statutory Section 5 of the Plan, it also sets out the community’s priorities in terms of 

wider infrastructure improvements.  

 

NPPF sustainability objective and synopsis – Social Sustainability 

Planning Role 

Support a strong, vibrant and healthy community, by providing the supply of housing required to 

meet the needs of present and future generations; and by creating a high quality built environment, 

with accessible local services that reflect the community’s needs and support its health, social and 

cultural well-being. 

Related Plan Objectives 

1. To meet the future housing needs of the parish in terms of:  

• Number of open market homes;  

• Number of affordable homes; and  

• Number of homes of required dwelling types (i.e. house, bungalow, flat) and sizes. 

 

3. To protect and support the development of local facilities and services through S106 agreements 

or Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). 

 

4. To promote improved transport facilities and connectivity through S106 agreements or Community  

Infrastructure Levy (CIL). 

 

Relevant Plan policies 

Policy 1 – Settlement Boundary Policy 

Policy 3 – Land off Austin Close 

Policy 4 – Land south of James Street 

Commentary 

The Plan has responded positively to the requirements of the NPPF to provide the supply of housing 

needed to meet the needs of present and future generations through including requirements at 

Policies 3 and 4 for the mix of housing provided to be reflective of the most up to date assessment 

of housing needs arising in the Parish and to provide a 40% affordable housing contribution. Policy 1 

seeks to ensure that windfall development can come forward in sustainable and accessible locations 

within the village, while site allocation policies 3 and 4 seek to ensure a high quality built environment 

and the provision of community facilities. In the separate non-statutory Section 5 of the Plan, it also 

sets out the community’s priorities in terms of wider community infrastructure improvements. 
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NPPF sustainability objective and synopsis – Environmental Sustainability 

Planning Role 

Contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic environment; and, as part of 

this, helping to improve biodiversity, use natural resources prudently, minimise waste and pollution, 

and mitigate and adapt to climate change including moving to a low carbon economy. 

Related Plan objectives 

1. To meet the future housing needs of the parish in terms of:  

• Number of open market homes;  

• Number of affordable homes; and  

• Number of homes of required dwelling types (i.e. house, bungalow, flat) and sizes. 

 

2. To conserve the special historic character of the village including the protection and enhancement 

of key heritage assets and important views. 

 

3. To protect and support the development of local facilities and services through S106 agreements 

or  

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). 

 

4. To promote improved transport facilities and connectivity through S106 agreements or Community  

Infrastructure Levy (CIL). 

 

Relevant Plan policies 

Policy 1 – Settlement Boundary Policy 

Policy 2 – Heritage Policy 

Policy 3 – Land off Austin Close 

Policy 4 – Land south of James Street 

Commentary 

The protection of the natural, built and historic environment has been a key consideration in the 

formulation of the plan. The presence of the grade I listed church was highlighted as a constraint to 

development to the north of the village early on in the development of the Plan, which was 

subsequently confirmed through evidence base studies, appeal decisions on two sites to the north 

and north-east of Irchester and by advice received from Historic England both directly to the Steering 

Group and indirectly through their comments on appeals in the village. In order to ensure the plan 

protects and enhances the historic environment, a specific heritage policy has been included in the 

plan. In addition, Policy 4 includes specific requirements for the development of land south of James 

street to ensure it does not impact on the setting of the grade 1 listed church. 

 

With regards to the protection of the natural environment, the site allocation policies require financial 

contributions towards mitigating impacts on the Upper Nene Gravel Pits Special Protection Area (SPA), 

require development to protect and where possible enhance on-site biodiversity, to provide open 

space and to enhance the local landscape. Furthermore, Policy 1 ensures that windfall development 

will come forward in sustainable locations that will minimise the need for travel by private car. 

 

 

 

 



 

17 

 

Compatibility with EU obligations 

 

4.10 Consideration has been given as to whether the plan should be subject of either a Strategic Environmental 

Assessment (SEA), as required by the Environmental Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (EAPP), 

or Appropriate Assessment, as required by the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2012.  

 

4.11 A Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitat Regulations Assessment Screening Report forms part 

of the evidence base for the Plan. This report details the screening process undertaken and the 

consultation responses received from statutory consultees. It presents the determination of Irchester 

Parish Council that: 

 

• There is no requirement for a full SEA to be undertaken as it is unlikely that there will be any 

significant environmental effects arising from the Neighbourhood Plan; and 

 

• There is no need for further Appropriate Assessment under the Habitat Regulations as the proposed 

allocations conform with the policies of the JCS and do not propose any greater level of development 

than that required by JCS Policy 29. In this context, the impact of the proposed allocations on the 

SPA has already been assessed in the Habitat Regulations Assessment for the JCS and will be 

appropriately mitigated for by contributions to the SPA mitigation strategy.  



 

 

 

APPENDIX 1 – THE NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Appendix 2 – Neighbourhood Area Decision Notice 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


