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Other Local Plans Policy Review 

In order to understand how open space assessments contribute towards local plan policies, a 
number of green infrastructure and open space policies from various local plans were 
observed.  Initially, local plans that have been adopted post NPPF (March 2012) were 
identified and further narrowed down to a list of those plans which have been adopted by local 
planning authorities that are closely related to Wellingborough in terms of size, scale or 
geographic location.  The relevant local plans and policies are outlined in Table 1 and are 
detailed below.  

Table 1: Relevant plans and policies 

Local Plan Open Space/Relevant Policies 

Allerdale Borough Council Local Plan – 
July 2014 

S24 Green  Infrastructure 
S25 Sports, Leisure and Open Space 

Blaby District Local Plan (Core 
Strategy) - February 2013 

CS14 Green Infrastructure* 
CS15 Open Space, Sport and Recreation* 
CS16 Green Wedges 
CS17 Areas of Separation 

Broxtowe Borough Council Local Plan 
– September 2014 

Policy 16: Green infrastructure, Parks and Open 
Space* 

Cannock Chase Local Plan – June 
2014 

CP5: Social Inclusion and Healthy living* 
RTC9: Public Realm 

Chesterfield Borough Council Local 
Plan – July 2013 

CS1: Spatial Strategy 
CS9: Green Infrastructure and Biodiversity* 

West Northamptonshire Joint Core 
Strategy Local Plan – December 2014 
(Daventry District Council, 
Northampton Borough Council, South 
Northamptonshire Council) 

RC2: Community Needs 
S10: Sustainable Development Principles 
BN1: Green Infrastructure Connections 

Erewash Core Strategy – March 2014  Policy 16: Green Infrastructure, Parks and Open 
Space (identical to Broxtowe Policy 16) 

Lichfield District Council Local Plan – 
February 2015 

HSC1: Open Space Standards* 
HSC2: Playing Pitch & Sport Facility Standards* 
Core Policy 10: Healthy & Safe Lifestyles* 

 

Allerdale Borough Council Local Plan – July 2014 

Policy S24 Green Infrastructure 

The Council will promote the creation, enhancement, maintenance and protection of a range 

of green infrastructure assets that contribute to a diverse network of natural and man-made 

green and blue spaces, links, habitats and landscapes, which is accessible to all. The Council 

will work with partners and developers to: 

a) Promote high quality, attractive places which allow everyone to enjoy direct and regular 

contact with the natural environment;  

b) Seek to ensure green infrastructure is woven into new development wherever possible; 

c) Protect, manage, enhance and create key natural and semi-natural habitats and wildlife 

corridors, including watercourses, wetlands, woodlands (including ancient woodland and 

trees) and parklands; 
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d) Seek to alleviate open space deficiencies in existing communities whilst ensuring all new 

open space provision is high quality, attractive and safe; 

e) Promote design and management of parks and natural green spaces to increase 

biodiversity and maximise their function as nature reserves; 

f) Promote health and fitness through provision of open space and opportunities for community 

involvement in outdoor exercise, sport and active recreations; 

g) Encourage use of street trees, where appropriate, to define streets, improve the urban 

environment and provide linkages in habitat networks; 

h) Promote creation of multi-functional habitat networks, such as communal / private 

courtyards, pocket green spaces and green buildings, which are responsive to a range of 

microclimatic conditions and provide an experience of nature on people’s doorstep; 

i) Seek the creation of new and enhanced links and corridors between towns and settlements 

such as cycle ways and footpaths; 

j) Promote improvements in air, water and soil quality and more sustainable drainage and 

flood mitigation solutions; 

k) Seek the protection and rehabilitation of landscapes and habitats damaged or lost by 

development or land management practices; 

The main purpose of promoting green infrastructure is to maximise the multi-functional 

nature of assets improving the sustainability and attractiveness of the development, to 

the social, environmental and economic benefit of all. 

The Green Infrastructure Study identifies specific green infrastructure assets within the 

Plan Area and will be kept up to date in order to inform developers about the potential 

of existing green infrastructure assets within the local area. The study collates data 

from a series of partner sources including the Open Space, Sports and Recreation 

strategies, the Cumbria Rights of Way Improvement Plan, Cumbria Strategic Cycle 

Network Map, Cumbria Biodiversity Database, Solway Coast AONB Management Plan, 

Allerdale Strategic Flood Risk Assessment and the Cumbria Landscape Character 

Assessment. 

Clear priorities for the protection and enhancement of the green infrastructure network 

will be set out in an SPD to identify deficiencies, deliver new assets and ensure the 

optimum integration between green networks and development. 

 

Policy S25 Sports, Leisure and Open Space 

The Council will seek to maintain, enhance and protect the provision of formal and informal 

sports and recreation facilities and public open space throughout the Plan Area. 

The improvement of play, sports and other public open space provision will be delivered in the 

following ways: 

a) By identifying deficiencies in indoor and outdoor sports and leisure facilities/open spaces, 

as identified in adopted Open Space, Sport and Recreation strategies, and by ensuring that 
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new development makes quantitative or qualitative improvements to provision in line with 

these strategies; 

b) By requiring residential developments to make provision for well designed public open 

space, either through on site provision of new open space or by financial contribution to 

enhance or create off-site provision and management of public open space (based on 

standards set out in adopted Open Space, Sport and Recreation strategies) 

c) By securing, where appropriate, developer contributions towards the creation of new areas 

of open space, or sports facilities, in localities where a deficit has been identified within the 

Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study, or where development may lead to a deficit; 

d) By ensuring that new indoor sports and leisure facilities are located in the most sustainable 

locations in accordance with town centre policies; 

e) Through giving priority to addressing the deficiency in the provision of play and recreation 

spaces designed for children and young people; 

f) By ensuring the ongoing protection and improvement of both new and existing provision 

through appropriate management and maintenance arrangements; 

g) By encouraging and securing more community use agreements with schools and private 

sports facilities. 

For major employment and retail developments, the Council may seek the provision of open 

space, in addition to the landscaping and public realm requirements to provide amenity for 

users. 

Where open space is to be provided as part of a development, the amount, type and form will 
be determined having regard to the nature and size of the development proposed and the 
community needs likely to be generated by it as identified in adopted Open Space, Sport and 
Recreation strategies. 
 
The Council will seek to safeguard existing areas of open space, land and buildings used for 
sports and recreational activities, having regard for deficits and surpluses identified in Open 
Space, Sport and Recreation strategies. 
 
Development proposals that will result in the loss of open space, sports and recreational 
facilities will not be permitted unless: 
 
h) An assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the open space, buildings 
or land to be surplus to requirements; or 
 
i) The loss resulting from the proposed development would be replaced by equivalent or better 
provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable location; or 
 
j) The development is for alternative sports and leisure provision, the needs for which clearly 
outweigh the loss.  
 
Development on land adjoining areas of public open space, sports and leisure facilities that 
would erode the quality and/or jeopardise its use and enjoyment by the public will be resisted.  
 
The Council will protect the structure, character, principal components and setting of Parks 
and Gardens of Special Historic Interest within the Plan Area. Proposals within or adjacent 
that are deemed to have a detrimental impact will not be permitted. The Council will support 
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proposals that involve the removal of inappropriate structures and/or uses that detract from 
their special historic interest. 
 
The Allerdale Open Space, Sports and Recreation strategies consist of integrated 
documents including the Open Space Study and the Playing Pitch strategy. These 
documents form up to date assessments of the need for open space, sports and 
recreation facilities within the Borough, identifying, mapping and cataloguing each 
asset by type, such as indoor sports, outdoor sports, amenity space, church 
yards/cemeteries, parks and gardens, allotments etc. Specific requirements in terms of 
the Borough’s quantitative and qualitative provision and future requirements are 
identified within these assessments, and will inform Council decisions on priorities for 
improvement of provision. 
 
The Allerdale Open Space, Sports and Recreation strategies and community 
engagement exercises have shown a significant deficiency in leisure and recreational 
facilities for children and, in particular, teenagers. The Council will seek to address 
these deficiencies as a priority in improving provision. 
 
In accordance with the spatial strategy and town centres policies, the first preference 
for location of intensive sports and leisure development will be within, or on the edge 
of, existing town centres to maximise the benefits for existing and new communities 
and reduce the need to travel. 
 
Existing outdoor sports and leisure facilities across Allerdale are valuable assets for 
the communities in which they are located and in some instance the wider area. This 
importance relates to not only their function, but also to the amenity value and their 
contribution to the green infrastructure network. Where appropriate, and especially as 
part of large scale residential developments, new formal and informal green spaces will 
form part of the comprehensive design proposal. When considering proposals, the 
Council will have regard to the changing needs or demands for such facilities. 
 
The Council will secure, where appropriate, developer contributions toward open 
space, sport and recreation provision, whilst being mindful of development viability, in 
accordance with Policy S21. The Council will produce an SPD to aid interpretation and 
guide developers in relation to the Open Space, Sports and Recreation strategies and 
requirements for provision. 
 
 

Blaby District Local Plan (Core Strategy) – February 2013 

Policy CS14 - Green Infrastructure (GI) 

Strategic objectives 

iii) To deliver the infrastructure, services and facilities required to meet the needs of the 

population of the District of Blaby, including those arising from growth, and to make services 

accessible to all; 

iv) To maximise sport and recreation opportunities;  

v) To improve the design quality of all new developments in the District including the need to 

design out crime; 
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vi) To protect the important areas of the District’s natural environment (species and habitats), 

landscape and geology and to improve biodiversity, wildlife habitats and corridors through the 

design of new developments and the management of existing areas by working with partners; 

vii) To preserve and enhance the cultural heritage of the District, recognising its contribution 

to local distinctiveness and to seek design solutions which preserve and enhance heritage 

assets where they are impacted by development. 

ix) To minimise the risk of flooding (and other hazards) to property, infrastructure and people; 

and 

xi) To deliver the transport needs of the District and to encourage and develop the use of more 

sustainable forms of transport (including walking, cycling, other forms of non-motorised 

transport and public transport). 

Blaby District Council and its partners will seek to protect existing, and provide new, ‘networks 

of multi-functional green spaces’. This network will comprise public and privately owned land. 

Green Infrastructure can include formal open spaces for sport and recreation, green areas 

that can be used for informal recreation, areas that are valuable for their biodiversity (flora and 

fauna and network links), areas that are of cultural importance (heritage assets and their 

settings), areas that maintain natural and ecological processes (such as floodplains) and other 

areas that contribute to the health and quality of life of communities. 

The Council will seek to improve and enhance the Green Infrastructure network throughout 

the District using opportunities identified in available evidence including, but not limited to, 

exploring with partners improved access to: 

· the River Soar and River Sence corridors and Grand Union Canal. 

· the Rothley Brook corridor. 

· the network of Green Wedges that adjoin the urban areas. 

In accordance with the Blaby Town Centre Masterplan opportunities will be explored with 

partners to improve Bouskell Park (Blaby) as a recreational resource. 

Opportunities to incorporate key landscape features such as woodlands, ponds, rivers and 

streams and the local topography should be used tocreate high quality design incorporating a 

wide range of high quality, functional and useful open spaces and links. 

It is important that the subsequent maintenance of GI is considered at the earliest opportunity 

and that the bodies and resources responsible for its long term management and maintenance 

liabilities are identified. 

Croft Hill, Fosse Meadows, Aston Firs / Burbage Common (adjacent to Hinckley and Bosworth 

administrative area), Fosse Way and disused railway lines (particularly around 

Countesthorpe) will be retained as important recreation resources and valuable wildlife 

habitats. 

In line with emerging national policy, this Council will explore the use of the emerging Local 

Green Space designation in identifying, for special protection, green areas of particular 

importance to local communities, and apply this where appropriate through the Allocations, 

Designations and Development Management DPD. 

Sustainable Urban Extension 
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The growth proposed as part of a Sustainable Urban Extension west of Leicester provides an 

opportunity to plan for a green infrastructure network, serving the needs of new and existing 

communities by providing green links (for people and wildlife) from the urban area to the wider 

countryside. 

Green Infrastructure is “a network of multi-functional green-spaces that contribute to 
the high quality natural and built environment”. GI encompasses a wide variety of 
‘green’ space areas including Green Wedges, formal sports pitches and play areas, 
footpaths, bridleways and cycle routes that link green-spaces, and open countryside 
(amongst others). 
 
There is a wide range of evidence to inform the quantitative and qualitative 
requirements for GI, including a Landscape Character Assessment and ‘a (PPG17) 
Open Space, Sport and Recreation facilities assessment and audit’. The GI potential of 
Green Wedges has been considered as part of the ‘Stepping Stones’ initiative whilst 
the recreation potential of Green Wedges has been considered as part of the Strategic 
Green Wedge review. 

 
Policy CS15 - Open Space, Sport and Recreation 

Strategic objectives 

iii) To deliver the infrastructure, services and facilities required to meet the needs of the 

population of the District of Blaby, including those arising 

from growth, and to make services accessible to all; and 

iv) To maximise sport and recreation opportunities. Blaby District Council will seek to ensure 

that all residents have access to sufficient, high quality, accessible open space, sport and 

recreation facilities. 

In order to achieve this, the following standards, which indicate the provision of open space 

sport and recreation per 1000 population in the District, will be used. For development likely 

to contain less than 1000 population, a pro-rata approach will be used. The figures in brackets 

indicate desirable access standards in distance (metres) or time (minutes): 

· Parks and Recreation Grounds    - 0.8 ha (800 m) 

· Outdoor Sports Space     - 1.0 ha (480 m) 

· Children & Young People’s Space    - 0.30 ha (Junior 450m /Youth 800m) 

· Informal Open Space     - 0.5 ha (480m) 

· Natural Greenspace     - 1.0 ha (960m) 

· Allotments       - 0.3 ha (480m) 

· Sports Halls  - 1 x 4-court hall per 13,984 Persons (10 

minutes drive) 

· Swimming Pools  - 1 x 4- lane (25 metres) per 20,720 

persons (10 minutes drive) 

· Small Halls/Community Venues    - 1 per 2,500 persons (10 minutes drive) 
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The above standards will be used to ensure that development proposals provide sufficient 

accessible open space, sport and recreation, taking into account any local deficiencies. New 

on-site provision or financial contributions to improve the quality of, or access to, existing open 

space, will be expected and commuted maintenance sums will be sought. 

Existing open space, sport and recreation facilities will be protected, and where possible 

enhanced. Where development is proposed on existing open space, sport and recreation 

facilities, land should not be released, either in total or in part unless it can be demonstrated 

that: 

(i) it is surplus to requirements for its current play and open space function; and, 

(ii) it is not needed for another type of open space, sport and recreation facility; or, 

(iii) alternative provision of equivalent quantity, quality and accessibility, or better, can be 

provided in the local area. 

Open space, sport and recreation facilities are an important part of the wider Green 
Infrastructure Network and make an important contribution the quality of life, health 
and wellbeing of communities. 
 
The Council commissioned an assessment of open space, sport and recreation 
facilities in the District (A PPG17 Study for Blaby District Council, June 2009). The 
information gained was used to set the locally derived standards, contained in Policy 
CS15 above, to ensure that existing and future communities have access to sufficient 
open space, sport and recreation. The standards represent the minimum level of 
provision required and will be used to assess whether existing provision is adequate 
to meet the future needs of new development. 

 

Policy CS16 - Green Wedges 

Strategic objectives 

iv) To maximise sport and recreation opportunities; 

vi) To protect the important areas of the District’s natural environment (species and habitats), 

landscape and geology and to improve biodiversity, wildlife habitats and corridors through 

the design of new developments and the management of existing areas by working with 

partners; 

vii) To preserve and enhance the cultural heritage of the District, recognising its contribution 

to local distinctiveness and to seek design solutions which preserve and enhance heritage 

assets where they are impacted by development. 

ix) To minimise the risk of flooding (and other hazards) to property, infrastructure and 

people; and 

xi) To deliver the transport needs of the District and to encourage and develop the use of 

more sustainable forms of transport (including walking, cycling, other forms of non-motorised 

transport and public transport). Green Wedges are important strategic areas. They will be 

designated in order to: 

· Prevent the merging of settlements; 

· Guide development form; 
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· Provide a green lung into the urban areas; and 

· Provide a recreation resource. 

Green Wedges will be maintained in the following general locations: 

(a) Between Blaby and Glen Parva (Sence Valley); 

(b) Between Whetstone, Blaby and Countesthorpe; 

(c) Between Whetstone, Enderby, Glen Parva, Braunstone, Blaby, Littlethorpe, Narborough 

and Cosby (Soar Valley South); 

(d) Between Glenfield, Kirby Muxloe, Kirby Fields and towards Ratby, Groby and Leicester; 

(e) Between Glenfield towards Beaumont Leys, Anstey and Groby; and 

(f) From Elmesthorpe towards Barwell and Earl Shilton. 

The need to retain Green Wedges will be balanced against the need to provide new 

development (including housing) in the most sustainable locations. The detailed boundaries 

of the existing Green Wedges will be formally reviewed through the Allocations, 

Designations and Development Management DPD. 

In addition, opportunities to create new Green Wedges will be explored particularly in areas 

around the proposed Sustainable Urban Extension to the west of Leicester. 

Along with its partners the Council will encourage the active management of land that 

promotes environmental improvements, recreational facilities (other than built development) 

and improved 

access within Green Wedges. 

Uses that are appropriately located in Green Wedges include: agriculture (including 

allotments and horticulture – not garden centres); outdoor recreation (where associated 

buildings are small in scale); forestry; footpaths, bridleways and cycleways; and, burial 

grounds. 

In circumstances where the development would not be harmful to the functions of Green 

Wedges, the following uses will be allowed: Wind turbines (and other renewable energy 

facilities that are not within buildings);  park and ride schemes;  transport infrastructure 

(including new roads); and mineral extraction. 

Land use or development in Green Wedges should: 

a) retain the open and undeveloped character of the GreenWedge; 

b) retain and create green networks between the countryside and open spaces within the 

urban areas; and 

c) retain and enhance public access to the Green Wedge, especially for recreation. 

Green Wedge is an important, long standing policy tool in Leicestershire that in some 
instances crosses Local Planning Authority (LPA) boundaries, so it is important that 
the policy approach taken to Green Wedges, where possible, is compatible with that of 
other LPAs in Leicestershire. 
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The purposes of Green Wedges are set out in the East Midlands Regional Plan. They 
are not a landscape designation, but seek to influence the form and direction of urban 
development. The primary functions are to prevent coalescence of distinct settlements 
and provide potential as an important recreation resource in areas that are often mainly 
‘built up’. 
 
To consider a Green Wedge to be functioning effectively, it needs to be fulfilling one or 
more of the functions set out in the policy. 
 

 

Policy CS17 - Areas of Separation 

Strategic objectives 

iv) To maximise sport and recreation opportunities. 

vi) To protect the important areas of the District’s natural environment (species and habitats), 

landscape and geology and to improve biodiversity, wildlife habitats and corridors through 

the design of new developments and the management of existing areas by working with 

partners; 

Areas of Separation are areas of open land designated specifically to maintain the character 

and identity of individual settlements through preventing their coalescence. 

The detailed boundaries of the Areas of Separation will be formally reviewed through the 

Allocations, Designations and Development Management DPD. They will be in the following 

general locations: 

a) between Narborough and Huncote 

b) between Stoney Stanton and Sapcote 

c) between Whetstone and Cosby 

Development will only be allowed in Areas of Separation where it would not result in the 

reduction in the separation between the built-up areas of these settlements. 

The need to retain Areas of Separation will be balanced against the need to provide new 

development (including housing) in the most sustainable locations. 

In addition, opportunities to designate new Areas of Separation will be explored in 
association with development growth (including housing and employment) over the plan 
period. 
 
It is important to note that Areas of Separation are not landscape designations. 
However, they perform a very important function in ensuring that coalescence between 
settlements is prevented, and in doing so, they enable distinct communities to retain 
their identities. 
 
Areas of Separation function at a very localised scale, generally tending to provide a 
narrow gap between just two settlements. This characteristic clearly differentiates 
Areas of Separation from other designations which tend to operate over larger areas 
and can be multifunctional in nature. 
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Currently, about 0.9% of the District is subject to the Area of Separation policy. The 
boundaries of the Areas of Separation will be reviewed through the Allocations, 
Designations and Development Management DPD to ensure that they are still 
functioning effectively. If this is not considered to be the case in any location, the 
boundaries can be amended accordingly. 
 
 
Broxtowe Borough Council Local Plan – September 2014 

Policy 16: Green Infrastructure, Parks and Open Space 

1. A strategic approach to the delivery, protection and enhancement of Green Infrastructure 
will be taken, through the establishment of a network of regional and sub-regional Green 
Infrastructure corridors and assets (as shown on the Key Diagram), particularly focusing on 
links between Nottingham and Derby, together with corridors and assets of a more local level 
which will be defined through part 2 Local Plans. 
2. The approach will require that: 
 
a) existing and potential Green Infrastructure corridors and assets are protected and 
enhanced. Priority for the location of new or enhanced strategic Green Infrastructure will be 
given to locations for major residential development identified in Policy 2, the Strategic River 
Corridors of the Trent, Erewash and Leen rivers, canal corridors, Greenwood Community 
Forest, and Urban Fringe areas; 
 
b) where new development has an adverse impact on Green Infrastructure corridors or assets, 
alternative scheme designs that have no or little impact should be considered before mitigation 
is provided (either on site or off site as appropriate). The need for and benefit of the 
development will be weighed against the harm caused; 
 
c) developments proposed through the Core Strategies should enhance the Strategic Green 
Infrastructure network (either on site or off site or through contributions as appropriate). Non-
strategic sites will be assessed through part 2 Local Plans; 
 
d) links to and between the Green Infrastructure network will be promoted to increase access, 
especially in areas of identified deficit, for recreational and non-motorised commuting 
purposes, and to allow for the migration of species; and 
 
e) Landscape Character is protected, conserved or enhanced where appropriate in line with 
the recommendations of the Greater Nottingham Landscape Character Assessment. Criteria 
for the assessment of proposals and any areas of locally valued landscape requiring additional 
protection will be included in part 2 Local Plans. 
 
3. New or enhanced Green Infrastructure corridors and assets should be as inclusive as 
possible, multifunctional and look to make provision for more than one of the following: 
 
a) access to employment and leisure facilities and to Green Infrastructure corridors or assets 
and the countryside; 
b) physical activity and wellbeing opportunities for local residents such as formal sports 
provision; 
c) educational resource for local residents; 
d) biodiversity opportunities; 
e) tackling and adapting to climate change; 
f) enhancement of landscape character; 
g) protection or enhancement of heritage assets; and 
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h) opportunities for sustainable leisure and tourism. 
 
4. Parks and open space should be protected from development and deficiencies addressed 
in part 2 Local Plans. Exceptions may be made if the development is a small part of the Green 
Infrastructure network and will not be detrimental to its function, or the development is a use 
associated with parks and open spaces or if none of the above apply the park or open space 
is shown to be underused or undervalued. Alternative scheme designs that have no or little 
impact should be considered before mitigation is provided (either onsite or off site or through 
contributions as appropriate). Where parks or open spaces are under used or undervalued, 
the reasons for this should be explored and where possible addressed prior to alternative uses 
being permitted. 
 

Natural England defines Green Infrastructure as a strategically planned and delivered 

network of high quality green spaces and other environmental features. It should be 

designed and managed as a multifunctional resource capable of delivering a wide range 

of environmental and quality of life benefits for local communities. It includes parks, 

open spaces, playing fields, woodlands, allotments and private gardens. The nature of 

local authority boundaries in the plan area means that residents use Green 

Infrastructure assets such as parks, rights of way and water courses/bodies regardless 

of where they live. Adopting a common strategic approach between the Council areas 

will ensure that a joined up approach is taken and allows for provision in different 

authorities to be taken into account regardless of where people live.  

 

Green Infrastructure is a network of green spaces which perform a number of different 

functions. However, it is accepted that in some instances, such as sensitive 

biodiversity sites, it would not be appropriate to promote additional access as this 

could damage the resource. The Habitats Regulations Assessment screening of the  

Aligned Core Strategies found there could be potentially significant effects on parts of 

the prospective Sherwood Forest Special Protection Area, also included in the 

Greenwood Community Forest Green Infrastructure initiative. It concluded that a 

precautionary approach should be followed and that specifically this policy should not 

promote the enhancement of those parts of the Greenwood Community Forest, such 

that it would attract higher numbers of visitors to the prospective Special Protection 

Area. The supplementary Habitats Regulation Assessment Screening Record in 

reference to Calverton requires appropriate mitigation measures to be put in place in 

order to avoid significant effects. These are set out in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan 

and Appendix A and will be pursued with developers and partners, including the 

provision of Suitable Alternative Natural Green Spaces (SANGS) where appropriate. 

 

The strategic approach set out in the policy is based on a framework of sub-regional 

Green Infrastructure corridors. These are broadly based on the strategic waterways of 

the Rivers Trent, Erewash and Leen as well as the Erewash and Nottingham Beeston 

Canals, and the initiative area of Greenwood Community Forest. These areas provide 

opportunities for countryside access and also allow for the migration of species. 

Additionally the river corridors provide the opportunity to help tackle climate change 

through energy production and flood attenuation where appropriate. All water courses 

in and adjacent to new developments provide opportunities to create enhanced green 
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corridors including the potential for opening up culverted water courses. The strategic 

corridors and areas are shown on Map 3.3 and the Policies Map.  

 

Proposals for a Sherwood Forest Regional Park are being progressed by a broad 

partnership including Gedling Borough Council and Nottingham City Council. Regional 

Parks are not planning designations but can help guide planning strategy to use 

environmental enhancements as a foundation for social and economic improvements. 

The objectives of the Regional Park include the increase in accessible Green 

Infrastructure and the provision of sustainable leisure and tourism opportunities. The 

proposals for a Sherwood Forest Regional Park will also link with policies in the Aligned 

Core Strategies related to economic growth, rural diversification, the protection of the 

landscape, historic environment and also tourism.  

 

Where appropriate, land surrounding the built up areas will be targeted to provide a 

significant resource for communities and provide a context for the landscape setting 

of the urban area. Ensuring that Green Infrastructure is protected, enhanced or 

provided in this area will address the issues of access to the countryside and ensure 

that Green Infrastructure is factored into the development of Sustainable Urban 

Extensions from the start.  

 

To ensure that existing areas maintain or enhance their provision of Green 

Infrastructure it is important to protect existing Green Infrastructure assets and seek to 

put in place active management of corridors and assets. One of the key issues that has 

been identified through the development of the Aligned Core Strategies is the poor 

access for many residents into the surrounding countryside. Improving access into the 

countryside and to other Green Infrastructure assets will encourage a healthy lifestyle 

and contribute to health improvement through increasing physical activity and 

improving mental wellbeing, and also allow commuting routes for non-motorised 

transport.  
 

Parks and open spaces are an important part of the Green Infrastructure network, 

especially within urban areas. However, there are some areas of open space that can 

be threatening to use, or undervalued by the local community. Where these sites are 

identified as surplus to requirements through Open Space Assessments or local 

studies, redevelopment can help to address these issues, for instance through 

appropriate design to allow overlooking. Equally some areas of open space may 

become available through rationalisation of other uses, for instance school closures. 

Where this is the case, other leisure and recreational uses to serve the community will 

be considered as a priority, however, there are likely to be cases where redevelopment 

or partial redevelopment is the most practical option, provided the loss can be replaced 

by equivalent or better provision in a suitable location. 
 

Landscapes and features within them form an important part of the Green Infrastructure 

network and Landscape Character Assessments have informed the preparation of the 

Aligned Core Strategies by providing details on how the different landscape types can 

be protected, conserved or enhanced. Criteria to assess the impact of development 
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proposals on the landscape will be included in part 2 Local Plans prepared by the 

Councils.  

A strategic approach will be used in the protection of Green Infrastructure. This will 

include assessments of existing and future need, quantitative and qualitative audits of 

existing provision, the establishment of local standards, and considering the use of 

local Green Infrastructure asset mapping. In addition, other approaches for the 

protection of Green Infrastructure can include identifying ways of improving them, for 

example working with Nottinghamshire County Council (and with Derbyshire County 

Council where relevant) to make best use of the rights of way network. This will include 

a minimum of 16 hectares of Green Infrastructure on land at the strategic location for 

growth in the vicinity of the proposed HS2 station in Broxtowe. At Teal Close around 

19 hectares of Green Infrastructure should be provided including about 10 hectares 

adjacent to the Netherfield Lagoons Local Nature Reserve.  

 

A number of issues will be addressed in part 2 Local Plans prepared by the Councils. 

These may include Green Infrastructure corridors and assets of a more local nature, 

locally valued landscapes which require additional protection, and embedding the 

Green Infrastructure network approach into the development of sites.  

Monitoring 
Arrangements Targets  

Indicators  Delivery  

Increase quality of open 
spaces  

• Number of Local Wildlife Sites 
under positive conservation 
management, using Single Data 
List indicator 160 • Number of 
Local Nature Reserves with a 
management plan in place • 
Green Flag Status of open space 
• Number of S106 contributions 
related to open space  

• Green/Open Space 
Strategies • Development 
Management decisions  

Increase the percentage 
of population with 
access to GI assets  

• To be set locally  

 

 

Cannock Chase Local Plan – June 2014 

Policy CP5 - Social Inclusion and Healthy Living 

The Council will work with public, private and third sector partners to ensure that appropriate 
levels of infrastructure are provided to support social inclusion and healthy living in the District. 
Subject to viability, development proposals will be required to have regard to the wider 
determinants of health and make a positive contribution to provision of infrastructure, design 
and layout which supports social inclusion and healthy living for sustainable communities. 
 
The key elements of this infrastructure include the items identified immediately below. The 
Council will work with applicants to identify and agree which of those elements of infrastructure 
are directly related to the proposed development (and are not already fully funded from other 
sources) and seek to agree an appropriate level of contribution. 
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• Health facilities 
• Education facilities 
• Parks, open spaces and woodlands, play areas and allotments facilities (see also Policy 
CP12) 
• Playing pitches, golf courses and facilities for athletics, tennis and bowling 
• Cemetery/crematorium 
• Cycling/pedestrian routes and pathways 
• Indoor sport and physical activity facilities including sports halls and swimming pools 
• Cultural and community facilities and leisure/activity opportunities 
• Other buildings for community use including places for worship and public houses 
• Local shopping facilities 
 
Informed by assessments of quantity, quality and accessibility of facilities (which will be 
reviewed at regular intervals), new developments will be required to support the provision of 
wholly new facilities and/or protect or make improvements to existing facilities, including 
improvements to their accessibility and supporting their future maintenance. This will be 
delivered through a combination of Community Infrastructure Levy monies as well as on and 
off site direct provision (via Section 106 agreements and good urban design). Land for 
provision of new facilities will be required to be made available in connection with major 
developments, which may also need to address existing local deficiencies in provision. All 
developments should incorporate appropriate open space features relative to their scale as 
part of a good urban design approach (see Policy CP3). Developments of 50 dwellings or 
more will be expected to provide an additional element of on-site open space recreation 
provision to serve them, assisting mitigation of impacts upon the Cannock Chase SAC. 
 
The standards of provision of open space, sport and recreation facilities will be identified in a 
Supplementary Planning Document linked to updated requirements for developer 
contributions. The standards of provision will also be used to identify whether existing land 
and/or buildings need to be retained for the benefit of the community, either in their existing 
use(s) or some alternative community use (or shared space). Existing open spaces across the 
whole range of formal and informal typologies are identified as ‘Green Space Network’ on the 
Policies Map which will be updated as part of Local Plan Part 2. Further allocations of formal 
and informal spaces will be addressed via Local Plan Part 2, including the former Cannock 
Stadium Site which will be allocated for use as public open space and sport and leisure 
purposes. All open spaces, sport and recreational facilities, both existing and proposed, are 
subject to the policies and requirements of national planning policy and with reference to Policy 
CP13 regardless of whether they are designated on the Policies Map. 
 
There will be a presumption against the loss of other green space network sites and 
community buildings (that are not subject to the above national policy requirements) unless 
they are surplus and clearly no longer required to meet demand for any of the identified 
purposes or: 
 
• the wider sustainability benefits or major community benefits delivered by the proposal 
outweigh the loss (taking into account the value of the site); 
• appropriate mitigation measures and/or replacement space/facilities, equivalent or better in 
terms of quantity, quality and accessibility, can be provided to compensate for loss of the site 
and its value. 
 
Policy RTC9 - Public Realm 
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The public realm will be enhanced in Rugeley Town Centre in the following ways, particularly 
in the key areas shown on the Policies Map: 
 
• Canal – improvements to paths with a focus on improving surface and gradient to the towpath 
access at Leathermill Lane bridge, provision of signage to local facilities on the Canal (and in 
the town centre reciprocal signage to the Canal), interpretation facilities, signage, fencing, 
seating, sanitary station facilities for boaters and additional mooring facilities in conjunction 
with the Canal and River Trust. A water point and sanitary station facilities could be provided 
in conjunction with a new canal basin or separately adjacent to the canal. The need to 
safeguard wildlife corridors as well as protected species will need to be considered. 
 
• Water feature - the desire to deculvert Rising Brook as it flows through the town centre in 
conjunction with the Environment Agency has attracted support for development of a water 
feature in Brook Square, which would form a distinctive focal point. 
 
• Bandstand – the Council has agreed to support the principle of a bandstand in Brook Square 
together with a mining memorial on Globe Island, Rugeley, A460. 
 
• Paving – opportunities taken to renew, relay and improve the paving throughout the town 
centre using sustainable, high quality, durable materials. 
 
• Street furniture – opportunities taken to replace and refurbish existing street furniture together 
with removal of ‘clutter’. 
 
• Environmental improvements in key locations including: 
- paving, signage, seating and soft landscaping along improved pedestrian/cycle links to town 
centre; 
- new planting to car park frontages to Forge Road; 
- enhancement of car park frontage to Market Street; 
- enhancement of open section of Rising Brook beside boardwalk; 
- continue programme of tree replacement/planting; 
- update design of Market Square; 
- enhance entrance to Park on Elmore Lane; 
- improve small areas of poor ‘left over’ open space around edge of town centre; 
- the use of natural vegetation in new planting schemes in view of the biodiversity benefit this 
provides. 
 
 

Chesterfield Borough Council Local Plan – July 2013 

Policy CS1: Spatial Strategy  

….Green Belt 
The existing Green Belt will be maintained and enhanced. 
 
Strategic Gaps and Green Wedges 
Strategic gaps give distinct identity to different areas, prevent neighbouring settlements from 
merging into one another, and maintain open space. Green Wedges provide access to the 
countryside from urban areas. The open character of Strategic Gaps will be protected from 
development between: 
• Brimington and Tapton 
• Ringwood and Hollingwood 
• Lowgates / Netherthorpe and Woodthorpe / Mastin Moor 
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• Woodthorpe and Markham Vale 
• Old Whittington and New Whittington 
• Brimington North 
 
Green Wedges provide access to the countryside from urban areas.  
 
Green Wedges will be protected from development at: 
• Walton River Hipper Corridor 
• Birdholme / Hasland River Rother Corridor 
• Hasland and Spital 
• Holme Hall and Newbold Green 
 
The broad locations of Strategic Gaps and Green Wedges are identified on the Key Diagram 
and will be defined in detail in the Local Plan: Sites and Boundaries. The boundaries will be 
based on an assessment of the character of the proposed Green Wedge or Strategic Gap and 
its contribution to: the setting and identity of the borough and its urban areas; landscape 
character, habitat and biodiversity; access to countryside and recreation; the ability to connect 
areas of green infrastructure; and the impact that development would have on the function of 
the Green Wedge or Strategic Gap. 
 
Should work on Regeneration Priority areas show the need, Strategic Gaps or Green 
Wedges will also be defined in the Local Plan: Sites and Boundaries.” 
 

 

Policy CS9: Green Infrastructure and Biodiversity 

Chesterfield borough’s green infrastructure network will be recognised at all levels of the 
planning and development process with the aim of protecting and enhancing the network. 
Development proposals will be expected to demonstrate that they will not adversely affect, or 
result in the loss of, features of recognised importance. 
 
Development proposals are required to meet the following criteria where appropriate, and 
should: 
 
a) not harm the character or function of the Green Belt, Green Wedges and Strategic Gaps, 
and Local Green Spaces 
 
b) enhance connectivity between, and public access to, green infrastructure 
 
c) increase the opportunities for cycling, walking and horse riding 
 
d) enhance the multi-functionality of the borough’s formal and informal parks and open spaces 
 
e) conserve or enhance the local distinctiveness and character of the landscape 
 
f) enhance the borough’s biodiversity and where possible link habitats 
 
g) Protect existing ancient and non-ancient woodland and increase tree cover in suitable 
locations in the borough 
 
h) in cases where loss of a green infrastructure asset is unavoidable, include provision of 
alternative green infrastructure, on site where possible, to ensure a net gain in quantity, quality 
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or function The council will require the submission with the planning application of ecological 
surveys and assessments of the biodiversity and geological value of sites as set out in a list 
of local requirements. 
 
Where new green infrastructure is proposed, there must be clear funding and delivery 
mechanisms in place for its long term management and maintenance, prior to the development 
commencing. 
 
Open Space, Play Provision and Sports Facilities Where a need is identified, developments 
must contribute to sports and 
play provision in accordance with the standards set out in an adopted SPD. 
 
Planning permission will not be granted for development which would have a negative impact 
on or result in the loss of open space, play provision and sports facilities unless they are: 
 
i. identified as surplus to demand, based on evidence and locally defined standards, 
ii. The development would result in alternative or improved provision that better meets locally 
defined standards; and 
iii. The site is not needed for other open space, play provision or sports facilities identified in 
locally defined standards. 
 

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Local Plan – December 2014 

Policy RC2 – Community Needs 

New residential and commercial development will be required to make provision for community 
facilities and public open space in accordance with the standards set out in open space/ 
recreation studies and identified within the west northamptonshire sports facility strategy and 
the cultural investment plan. 
 
The loss of existing community facilities including built sport facilities and areas of open space 
will be resisted unless it can be demonstrated that: 
 

 There is evidence that improvements can be made through the provision of a 
replacement facility of equal or better quality taking into account accessibility; or 

 

 The proposal will bring about community benefits that outweigh the loss of the facility; 
or 

 

 Having regard to the relevant open space study, the space is surplus or is little used. 
 

Proposals for new facilities will need to be supported by a long term maintenance and 
management plan. 
 
Financial contributions towards the provision or enhancement of, existing community facilities 
will need to be provided by new development. The exact nature of the provision and timing 
will be set out within the daventry district settlements and countryside local plan, south 
northamptonshire settlements and development management policies local plan and 
northampton related development area allocations and development management policies 
local plan and supported by supplementary planning documents. 
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Each of the three Borough and District Councils in West Northamptonshire have 

produced Open Space, Sport and Recreation studies which are compliant with the 

former Planning Policy Guidance 17: Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation 

(PPG17). The studies provide detailed background information and recommendations 

for local standards of provision for both open space and recreation as well specific 

built facilities. The standards establish the minimum amount of space required together 

with the desired distance for accessing different types of facilities for all users. These 

standards should be incorporated into all new development. 

Northampton Borough Council has reviewed it's Playing Pitch Strategy and published 

the Northampton Playing Fields Key Issues and Recommendations Report which has 

updated the Northampton Open Space, Sport and Recreation Assessment, including 

the local standards for the provision of recreational open space. Additional local work 

may also be required to identify facilities required for young people, such as 

playgrounds and multi-use games areas. 

Local facilities are important community assets and play a key role in ensuring that the 

residents of the area can lead healthy and active lifestyles. The West Northamptonshire 

Sports Facilities Strategy provides details relating to the current provision of sports 

facilities, such as tennis courts, cricket pitches and swimming pools and identifies 

deficiencies in both existing and future levels of provision. 

The report highlights that there will need to be improvements to sports facilities over 

the plan period to meet the needs of both the existing and future population levels, and 

must be located where it is accessible to all, including by public transport, walking and 

cycling. 

The key improvements identified have been incorporated into the Infrastructure 

Delivery Plan as follows: 

 New swimming facilities within western and northern Northampton; 

 Rugby pitches and facilities across the plan area; 

 New sports hall with ancillary facilities such as netball courts in each of the 

 authority areas; and 

 Synthetic turf pitches in each of the towns. 

Mechanisms for achieving improvements in the provision of open space, sport, 

recreation and cultural facilities will be detailed in the Part 2 Local Plans and 

Supplementary Planning Documents, as necessary. 

Policy S10 – Sustainable Development Principles 

Development will: 
 
A) achieve the highest standards of sustainable design incorporating safety and security 
considerations and a strong sense of place; 
 
B) be designed to improve environmental performance, energy efficiency and adapt to 
changes of use and a changing climate over its lifetime; 
 
C) make use of sustainably sourced materials; 
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D) minimise resource demand and the generation of waste and maximise opportunities for 
reuse and recycling; 
 
E) be located where services and facilities can be easily accessed by walking, cycling or 
public transport; 
 
F) maximise use of solar gain, passive heating and cooling, natural light and ventilation 
using site layout and building design; 
 
G) maximise the generation of its energy needs from decentralised and renewable or low 
carbon sources; 
 
H) maximise water efficiency and promote sustainable drainage; 
 
I) protect, conserve and enhance the natural and built environment and heritage assets and 
their settings; 
 
J) promote the creation of green infrastructure networks, enhance biodiversity and reduce 
the fragmentation of habitats; and 
 
K) minimise pollution from noise, air and run off. 

 

Policy BN1 - Green Infrastructure Connections 

Green infrastructure corridors of sub-regional and local importance as set out in figure 6 of the 
joint core strategy will be recognised for their important contribution to sense of place and 
conserved, managed and enhanced by: 
 

1) Incorporating existing and identified future networks into new development proposals;  
2) Securing contributions from development or other sources for the creation of and future 

management of the green infrastructure networks;  
3) Delivering long term management strategies for the sub-regional and local network.  

 
Measures to enhance existing and provide new green infrastructure provision will: 
 
A) be designed and delivered sustainably with prudent use of natural resources; 
B) mitigate and adapt to the effects of climate change including through improved flood risk 
management and as a carbon store; 
C) be designed to the highest quality in terms of appearance, access provision and biodiversity 
enhancement and protection; 
D) reflect local character through the planting of native and other climate appropriate species 
and consideration of natural and cultural heritage features; 
E) be supported by a long-term management strategy. 

 
Erewash Core Strategy – March 2014 

Policy 16: Green Infrastructure, Parks and Open Space 

1. A strategic approach to the delivery, protection and enhancement of Green Infrastructure 
will be taken, through the establishment of a network of regional and sub-regional Green 
Infrastructure corridors and assets (as shown on the Key Diagram), particularly focusing on 
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links between Nottingham and Derby, together with corridors and assets of a more local level 
which will be defined through part 2 Local Plans. 
2. The approach will require that: 
 
a) existing and potential Green Infrastructure corridors and assets are protected and 
enhanced. Priority for the location of new or enhanced strategic Green Infrastructure will be 
given to locations for major residential development identified in Policy 2, the Strategic River 
Corridors of the Trent, Erewash and Leen rivers, canal corridors, Greenwood Community 
Forest, and Urban Fringe areas; 
 
b) where new development has an adverse impact on Green Infrastructure corridors or assets, 
alternative scheme designs that have no or little impact should be considered before mitigation 
is provided (either on site or off site as appropriate). The need for and benefit of the 
development will be weighed against the harm caused; 
 
c) developments proposed through the Core Strategies should enhance the Strategic Green 
Infrastructure network (either on site or off site or through contributions as appropriate). Non-
strategic sites will be assessed through part 2 Local Plans; 
 
d) links to and between the Green Infrastructure network will be promoted to increase access, 
especially in areas of identified deficit, for recreational and non-motorised commuting 
purposes, and to allow for the migration of species; and 
 
e) Landscape Character is protected, conserved or enhanced where appropriate in line with 
the recommendations of the Greater Nottingham Landscape Character Assessment. Criteria 
for the assessment of proposals and any areas of locally valued landscape requiring additional 
protection will be included in part 2 Local Plans. 
 
3. New or enhanced Green Infrastructure corridors and assets should be as inclusive as 
possible, multifunctional and look to make provision for more than one of the following: 
 
a) access to employment and leisure facilities and to Green Infrastructure corridors or assets 
and the countryside; 
b) physical activity and wellbeing opportunities for local residents such as formal sports 
provision; 
c) educational resource for local residents; 
d) biodiversity opportunities; 
e) tackling and adapting to climate change; 
f) enhancement of landscape character; 
g) protection or enhancement of heritage assets; and 
h) opportunities for sustainable leisure and tourism. 
 
4. Parks and open space should be protected from development and deficiencies addressed 
in part 2 Local Plans. Exceptions may be made if the development is a small part of the Green 
Infrastructure network and will not be detrimental to its function, or the development is a use 
associated with parks and open spaces or if none of the above apply the park or open space 
is shown to be underused or undervalued. Alternative scheme designs that have no or little 
impact should be considered before mitigation is provided (either onsite or off site or through 
contributions as appropriate). Where parks or open spaces are under used or undervalued, 
the reasons for this should be explored and where possible addressed prior to alternative uses 
being permitted. 
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Natural England defines Green Infrastructure as a strategically planned and delivered 

network of high quality green spaces and other environmental features. It should be 

designed and managed as a multifunctional resource capable of delivering a wide range 

of environmental and quality of life benefits for local communities. It includes parks, 

open spaces, playing fields, woodlands, allotments and private gardens. The nature of 

local authority boundaries in the plan area means that residents use Green 

Infrastructure assets such as parks, rights of way and water courses/bodies regardless 

of where they live. Adopting a common strategic approach between the Council areas 

will ensure that a joined up approach is taken and allows for provision in different 

authorities to be taken into account regardless of where people live.  

 

Green Infrastructure is a network of green spaces which perform a number of different 

functions. However, it is accepted that in some instances, such as sensitive 

biodiversity sites, it would not be appropriate to promote additional access as this 

could damage the resource. The Habitats Regulations Assessment screening of the  

Aligned Core Strategies found there could be potentially significant effects on parts of 

the prospective Sherwood Forest Special Protection Area, also included in the 

Greenwood Community Forest Green Infrastructure initiative. It concluded that a 

precautionary approach should be followed and that specifically this policy should not 

promote the enhancement of those parts of the Greenwood Community Forest, such 

that it would attract higher numbers of visitors to the prospective Special Protection 

Area. The supplementary Habitats Regulation Assessment Screening Record in 

reference to Calverton requires appropriate mitigation measures to be put in place in 

order to avoid significant effects. These are set out in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan 

and Appendix A and will be pursued with developers and partners, including the 

provision of Suitable Alternative Natural Green Spaces (SANGS) where appropriate. 

 

The strategic approach set out in the policy is based on a framework of sub-regional 

Green Infrastructure corridors. These are broadly based on the strategic waterways of 

the Rivers Trent, Erewash and Leen as well as the Erewash and Nottingham Beeston 

Canals, and the initiative area of Greenwood Community Forest. These areas provide 

opportunities for countryside access and also allow for the migration of species. 

Additionally the river corridors provide the opportunity to help tackle climate change 

through energy production and flood attenuation where appropriate. All water courses 

in and adjacent to new developments provide opportunities to create enhanced green 

corridors including the potential for opening up culverted water courses. The strategic 

corridors and areas are shown on Map 3.3 and the Policies Map.  

 

Proposals for a Sherwood Forest Regional Park are being progressed by a broad 

partnership including Gedling Borough Council and Nottingham City Council. Regional 

Parks are not planning designations but can help guide planning strategy to use 

environmental enhancements as a foundation for social and economic improvements. 

The objectives of the Regional Park include the increase in accessible Green 

Infrastructure and the provision of sustainable leisure and tourism opportunities. The 

proposals for a Sherwood Forest Regional Park will also link with policies in the Aligned 

Core Strategies related to economic growth, rural diversification, the protection of the 

landscape, historic environment and also tourism.  
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Where appropriate, land surrounding the built up areas will be targeted to provide a 

significant resource for communities and provide a context for the landscape setting 

of the urban area. Ensuring that Green Infrastructure is protected, enhanced or 

provided in this area will address the issues of access to the countryside and ensure 

that Green Infrastructure is factored into the development of Sustainable Urban 

Extensions from the start.  

 

To ensure that existing areas maintain or enhance their provision of Green 

Infrastructure it is important to protect existing Green Infrastructure assets and seek to 

put in place active management of corridors and assets. One of the key issues that has 

been identified through the development of the Aligned Core Strategies is the poor 

access for many residents into the surrounding countryside. Improving access into the 

countryside and to other Green Infrastructure assets will encourage a healthy lifestyle 

and contribute to health improvement through increasing physical activity and 

improving mental wellbeing, and also allow commuting routes for non-motorised 

transport.  
 

Parks and open spaces are an important part of the Green Infrastructure network, 

especially within urban areas. However, there are some areas of open space that can 

be threatening to use, or undervalued by the local community. Where these sites are 

identified as surplus to requirements through Open Space Assessments or local 

studies, redevelopment can help to address these issues, for instance through 

appropriate design to allow overlooking. Equally some areas of open space may 

become available through rationalisation of other uses, for instance school closures. 

Where this is the case, other leisure and recreational uses to serve the community will 

be considered as a priority, however, there are likely to be cases where redevelopment 

or partial redevelopment is the most practical option, provided the loss can be replaced 

by equivalent or better provision in a suitable location. 
 

Landscapes and features within them form an important part of the Green Infrastructure 

network and Landscape Character Assessments have informed the preparation of the 

Aligned Core Strategies by providing details on how the different landscape types can 

be protected, conserved or enhanced. Criteria to assess the impact of development 

proposals on the landscape will be included in part 2 Local Plans prepared by the 

Councils.  

A strategic approach will be used in the protection of Green Infrastructure. This will 

include assessments of existing and future need, quantitative and qualitative audits of 

existing provision, the establishment of local standards, and considering the use of 

local Green Infrastructure asset mapping. In addition, other approaches for the 

protection of Green Infrastructure can include identifying ways of improving them, for 

example working with Nottinghamshire County Council (and with Derbyshire County 

Council where relevant) to make best use of the rights of way network. This will include 

a minimum of 16 hectares of Green Infrastructure on land at the strategic location for 

growth in the vicinity of the proposed HS2 station in Broxtowe. At Teal Close around 
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19 hectares of Green Infrastructure should be provided including about 10 hectares 

adjacent to the Netherfield Lagoons Local Nature Reserve.  

 

A number of issues will be addressed in part 2 Local Plans prepared by the Councils. 

These may include Green Infrastructure corridors and assets of a more local nature, 

locally valued landscapes which require additional protection, and embedding the 

Green Infrastructure network approach into the development of sites.  

Monitoring 
Arrangements Targets  

Indicators  Delivery  

Increase quality of open 
spaces  

• Number of Local Wildlife Sites 
under positive conservation 
management, using Single Data 
List indicator 160 • Number of 
Local Nature Reserves with a 
management plan in place • 
Green Flag Status of open space 
• Number of S106 contributions 
related to open space  

• Green/Open Space 
Strategies • Development 
Management decisions  

Increase the percentage 
of population with 
access to GI assets  

• To be set locally  

 

Lichfield District Council Local Plan – February 2015 

Policy HSC1: Open Space Standards 

The District Council will support appropriate proposals that improve the quantity, quality and 
accessibility of green spaces, particularly where deficiencies have been identified.  
 
All open space, sport and recreation facilities identified in the Open Space Assessment will be 
protected and minimum standards set as follows. 
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For other developments where no standards are specified such as green corridors, 
cemeteries, churchyards and civic spaces, their benefit will be recognised and support will be 
given in appropriate circumstances that include opportunities to improve their quantity, quality 
or accessibility. 
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Design of new green and open spaces, or the redesign of existing spaces will take account of 
current guidance, minimising opportunities from crime and antisocial behaviour and 
maximising accessibility for all sections of the community. 
 
Proposals for new green spaces and sustainable green corridors will be supported where they 
strengthen links between settlements, facilities and services and contribute to creating healthy 
and sustainable communities. 
 
The creation of new open spaces not linked to new residential or commercial developments 
will be supported where they accord with other policies within the Local Plan including the 
restoration of sites worked for minerals, the creation of heathland and tree planting. 
 
 
The availability of quality and accessible recreation, sport and green spaces 
contributes to encouraging healthy lifestyles and sustainable, quality environments. 
Within the District there are many such spaces and facilities that are of varying quality 
which are well used, these include leisure centres, parks, equipped children's play 
areas, outdoor football/rugby pitches, allotments, semi natural green spaces and 
amenity green spaces. 
 
Some green spaces act, or have the potential to act, as corridors for movement by 
sustainable methods such as walking or cycling. Some have the potential to have their 
profile raised, thus increasing their use by sustainable means, not just for recreational 
trips but also for work or shopping, where they are accessible to and link existing 
communities and facilities. 
 
Other green spaces considered include allotments and natural/semi-natural green 
spaces, both of which contribute to the overall landscape and environment. 
 

Allotments provide space for growing vegetables, a pastime which has been popular 
particularly in Lichfield City where there continues to be a demand which exceeds 
supply. In other areas, demand cannot be so easily predicted so would need to be 
locally evidenced (for example by Parish Councils). Good management of allotments is 
important. In some areas there is potential to have a negative impact upon the local 
landscape and so in some - but not all - locations it may be appropriate to minimise this 
by placing restrictions upon the number of buildings which are allowed on the site, but 
also being mindful of the need to make appropriate provision for safe storage of tools 
etc so users do not have to be totally reliant upon a car to transport materials to their 
plot. 
 
Areas of semi-natural green spaces are scattered throughout the District varying in size 
from substantial areas such as Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Beauty, 
Chasewater Country Park and ancient woodland such as Hopwas Wood to much 
smaller sites, linear trails such as the Trent 
Valley Way or collections of sites such as those promoted through the Central Rivers 
Initiative. Most of these semi-natural green spaces have some element of biological 
importance and by their individual nature are difficult to re-create. These spaces are 
important and the impact in terms of use for recreational purposes needs to be 
continually monitored in order that they are not adversely affected by visitor numbers 
or development. Whilst there are no natural/semi-natural green spaces sites within the 
District over 500ha in size, there are three which lie just outside the District boundary; 
Sutton Park, Kingsbury Water Park and Blithfield Reservoir. 
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Green space also incorporates the many designated Parks and Gardens within the 
District. 
 
Typically these parks are close to or within densely populated areas for some, quality 
has been identified as needing to be monitored and in some instances improved. 
 
Green spaces perform many roles from their aesthetic and biodiversity value through 
to recreation and informal play value. The District has many such green spaces of 
varying sizes including wooded and grassed areas which are spread throughout the 
District’s urban and rural areas; however some deficiencies exist particularly within 
some residential areas. Within residential areas accessible informal green spaces 
suitable for children's play are important in promoting opportunities to improve social 
skills and healthy lifestyles. It is important that these areas are not just clean and safe 
but that there is a range of sizes and types that include some that offer high quality play 
value. Similarly areas of equipped play also offer more formalised play; they vary in 
size and type from skate parks and multi-use games areas to small equipped play areas. 
Ideally there should be a mixture of accessible formal and informal green spaces 
suitable for play. 
 
The assessments highlighted a need for more accessible informal green spaces 
suitable for play within certain residential areas where a deficiency exists either in 
terms of quantity or accessibility. It is often the case that some well located green 
spaces with potential for informal play are not used due to on site restrictions or where 
a perceived conflict with nearby properties exists. The District Council will continue to 
work with residents in considering potential for play on green spaces within residential 
areas particularly where a deficiency exists and opportunities for new spaces are very 
limited. 
 
Similarly in terms of provision of equipped children's play the amount and accessibility 
varies between areas with some areas being more deficient than others. Surveys have 
shown that additional equipped play areas are needed; particular deficiencies were 
highlighted in relation to facilities for teenagers within Lichfield City and Burntwood as 
well as a need for more imaginative natural play areas. In line with the Play Strategy the 
District Council will encourage all rural settlements to have at least one equipped 
children's play area. A variety of measures will be needed to improve quality, quantity 
and accessibility of both formal and informal play areas. 
 
Given the importance of open spaces and their contribution to healthy lifestyles and 
the quality of the environment, it is considered that all spaces identified in the Open 
Space Assessment should be protected and additional areas sought where deficiencies 
have been identified. Similarly, new developments must be thoughtfully designed, 
maximising any opportunities to incorporate a variety of accessible, safe, attractive and 
usable spaces and facilities linking by means of green corridors where appropriate to 
other existing spaces and facilities. 
 
The information collated as part of the Open Space Assessment included a detailed 
audit of existing provision and needs/demand of the population and those using the 
various types of spaces and facilities and has been used to set standards for provision. 
 
For the types of open spaces which are used on a day-to day basis such as play areas 
and amenity green space, public parks and gardens a standard of ten minutes walk 
time has been set: this allows for the identification of deficiencies for example where a 
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play area is geographically close to housing but may be inaccessible due to a physical 
barrier such as a canal. For new strategic housing developments a standard of 1.43ha 
amenity green space per 1,000 population has been set: this is consistent with current 
existing provision in the District's urban areas. As many open spaces are multi-
functional, these new open spaces may need to incorporate equipped play provision 
(depending upon existing provision and accessibility in the area), and could be formal 
or informal in their layout depending upon the local context. Further details are set out 
in the concept statements for each strategic development location. 
 
Policy HSC2 Playing Pitch & Sport Facility Standards 

The loss of playing fields and sports facilities will be resisted from loss or displacement to other 
uses where there is an identified existing and future need. Loss will only be acceptable where 
it can be clearly demonstrated that alternative compensatory facilities are of at least an equal 
or higher standard )and are provided in accordance with national governing body technical 
guidance and Sport England design guidance notes. 
 
Compensatory provision must be provided in a location which is equivalent or better for any 
existing club which is being relocated, or, to serve the existing community or projected new 
population growth. 
 
Where such facilities are lost, a replacement must be constructed and available for use prior 
to the loss of the original facility. Disposal of playing field sites will only be permitted where 
there is an identified surplus now and in relation to future need as defined by the Playing Pitch, 
Tennis and Bowls Strategy. 
 
The development of new playing fields will be supported where there is an identified and unmet 
demand in accordance with the Playing Pitch, Tennis and Bowls Strategy. 
 
The improvement of existing playing fields which are at capacity will be supported where there 
is an identified and unmet demand in accordance with the Playing Pitch Tennis and Bowls 
Strategy. 
 
All new Strategic Development Allocations will provide playing field facilities at a minimum 
level of 1.23ha per 1,000 population including around 200m2 for changing and pavilion space 
and 0.025ha for parking. 
 
Core Policy 10: Healthy & Safe Lifestyles 

The District Council will, with its partners, create an environment where the healthy choice is 
the easy choice. 
 
The District Council will enable people to live healthy and safe lifestyles by facilitating access 
to a range of high quality and well maintained open spaces, playing pitches, sport, recreation, 
play facilities and cultural assets which are relevant to, and meet the needs of local 
communities. 
 
New spaces, facilities and assets will be designed to minimise opportunities for crime and anti-
social behaviour, to maximise accessibility and to be integrated with surrounding communities 
and existing infrastructure, including green infrastructure. Initiatives which support 
participation and volunteering will be supported where appropriate. 
 
Initiatives which enable or improve access to healthy food, for example food co-operatives or 
allotments, will be supported. 
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Where appropriate, the District Council will support the development of new or improved 
facilities and initiatives which contribute to improved and accessible local health care, the 
physical and mental wellbeing and safety of the community, including active design and high 
quality design which minimises opportunities for crime and antisocial behaviour in line with 
Policy BE1. 
 
The co-location of facilities will be encouraged so that different types of open space and 
facilities for sport and recreation can be located next to each other and in proximity to other 
community facilities for education and health. 
 
The District Council will support appropriate initiatives which encourage homes to use energy 
efficiently to improve the quality of life of our residents. Measures such as better insulation will 
guard against cold and damp and a range of measures to encourage shading will reduce the 
urban heat island effect and guard against heat intensity, both seeking to prevent potential ill 
effects on health. 
 
The District Council will ensure that the current high standard of air quality in the District is 
monitored and maintained and, where possible, improved with no decline in standards being 
deemed acceptable as a result of new development. 
 
The District Council will ensure that community infrastructure needs generated by new 
residential, commercial and industrial developments, such as open space, walk and cycle 
ways, sport, recreation, children's play and civic and community spaces are provided in a way 
that best meets the needs of those new communities. 
 
The District Council will seek to preserve and improve footpath and cycle connections between 
urban areas and the countryside. New developments will be expected to include multi-
functional greenspaces in accordance with Policy NR6 which connect the development to the 
wider rights of way network and areas of accessible countryside. 
 
The loss of existing recreational open spaces (both extent and quality), including linear 
recreational routes will be resisted where it can be shown there is an existing or future need 
unless it can be clearly demonstrated that alternative spaces of an equivalent or a higher 
standard are being provided in a location which is equivalent or better, improves access and 
results in no loss of amenity or environmental quality or quantity. Where such spaces, routes 
and/ or facilities are lost any replacement must be made available prior to the loss of the 
original facility. 
 
The District Council will support appropriate initiatives which address poor health indicators 
and antisocial behaviour issues across the District, and 'hot spots' in identified wards. 
 
The provision of good quality playing pitches and sporting facilities is essential to 
promoting healthier and more active life styles. 
 
The Playing Pitch Strategy has analysed local need, demand and potential participation 
rates and identifies areas of shortfall, of under-use and areas where provision could be 
improved to better serve local clubs and communities. The strategy aims to:  
 

 Ensure that there are sufficient pitches and courts to meet demand for both 
matches and training; 

 Ensure that facilities are of the required quality to cater for the needs of all 
participants in the area and; 
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 Facilitate club development and participation at all levels. 
 
In relation to the quantity of football pitches, there is a need to re-designate some adult 
pitches as junior pitches to redress the balance in demand. There needs to be increased 
community use of school facilities, and additional pitches to serve the Fazeley area, 
potentially at Rawlett Community College, Tamworth. Two to three additional pitches 
are needed in Fradley (also to serve Alrewas). Larger clubs need to be supported in 
finding and securing appropriate club bases, including new multi pitch sites which will 
reduce the need for clubs to fragment across a number of sites. Deficiencies in 
provision can be addressed by expanding existing sites, formalisation of informal 
pitches and providing new facilities. 
 
In terms of the quality of football provision, this could include the provision of new or 
improved changing facilities, better investment and maintenance regimes, developing 
small stadia facilities when the standard of play reaches such a level that these are 
needed, and potential flood lighting at clubs to facilitate training. 
 
Cricket facilities need improved training provision (Burntwood and Kings Bromley) and 
changing facilities (Streetly - outside the District). 
 
Rugby clubs need support for the provision of new facilities, or the improvement of 
existing facilities and to expand or relocate when appropriate: there are particular 
pressures upon existing facilities at Burntwood RUFC. 
 
Hockey facilities should be supported in terms of additional provision subject to a clear 
business case, and in terms of improving existing pitches and facilities. 
 
Bowling provision should focus upon improving the quality of existing provision, with 
any additional facilities being provided in the Lichfield South and East Housing Market 
Area to match the areas of higher participation and to meet gaps in accessibility. 
 
In terms of tennis, work with the Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) is required to ensure 
that the Beacon Park tennis courts are developed as a key tennis facility. The closure 
of Lichfield Tennis Club leaves disused courts on Birmingham Road. Whilst the club 
itself has merged with the Lichfield Lawn Tennis Club, the loss of the Birmingham Road 
courts will only be acceptable as part of any future redevelopment programme through 
a planning condition which ensures tennis development in Lichfield City is enhanced 
and not negatively impacted upon.Work with the LTA is also needed to develop the 
tennis club infrastructure in Burntwood. Parish Councils should also be supported in 
developing local facilities where there is identified latent demand. 
 
Sporting facilities must be protected, to cater for current and future demand, to 
encourage people to live healthy and active lives, and to allow for easy access and 
participation to suit a range of needs and abilities. Sites should only be disposed of if 
there is clear evidence that they are no longer required and that there is no current or 
future demand: otherwise replacement facilities must be provided as set out in Core 
Policy 11 and Policy HSC2. 


