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Introduction 
 

The Borough Council of Wellingborough (BCW) has adopted Part 1 of the Local 

Plan, the Joint Core Strategy (JCS) 1 which sets out the vision and key policies for 

the future development of the borough to 2031.   

To support this key document, BCW is now in the process of preparing Part 2 of the 

Local Plan, the Plan for the Borough of Wellingborough (PBW)2  to sit alongside the 

JCS. The PBW will provide detailed policies on matters specific to the borough.  

The PBW will set out the location, scale and timeframe for new development in the 

borough in the plan period, in addition to the sites allocated in Part 1 of the Plan. 

This document will strengthen the BCW’s control over development on these sites 

and enable it to bring the sites forward when necessary.  

As part of the PBW, BCW is seeking to understand the existing, and future demand 

for car parking in Wellingborough town centre to 2031 and identify if current levels of 

provision are sufficient to accommodate future growth. 

Northamptonshire County Council has undertaken a short analysis on BCW’s behalf 

using recent car parking surveys commissioned by BCW, to establish the existing 

baseline conditions and to forecast future demand based on the anticipated growth 

in car ownership to 2031.  

                                                           
1 North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy -  http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/news/newsdetail.asp?id=67  
2 The Plan for the Borough of Wellingborough - 
http://www.wellingborough.gov.uk/homepage/234/the_plan_for_the_borough_of_wellingborough 
 

http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/news/newsdetail.asp?id=67
http://www.wellingborough.gov.uk/homepage/234/the_plan_for_the_borough_of_wellingborough


 

Baseline demand 
 

Study area 
 

The focus of this study was the immediate town centre and was only in relation to 

off-street car parking provision. Baseline occupancy data was collected at the 

following publically available off-street town centre car parks; Thomas Street, High 

Street, Sharman Road, Swansgate multi-storey, The Castle, Aldi and Matalan on 

27th September 2016 between 7am and 7pm. 

Additional car parking surveys were undertaken at the temporary car park accessible 

from Derek Hooton Way and Leighton Place on 10th January 2017.  

Figure 1 below shows the location of each of the car parks.  

 

Figure 1: Map of surveyed publically available car parks 

Further details on the number of spaces at each car park, ownership and whether it 

is short stay or long stay are outlined in Table 1. In total there are just over 2,500 off-

street spaces in Wellingborough town centre. The majority of car parks within the 

town centre are free of charge.  
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1. Thomas Street (Leisure Centre) 

2. High Street 

3. Morrison’s 

4. Swansgate 

5. The Castle 

6. Aldi 

7. Matalan 

8. High Street temporary car park 

9. Leighton Place   



 

Car park Number 
of 

spaces 
available 

85% 
capacity 

Owned 
by 

Long/ 
short 
stay 

Charge 

Thomas Street 
(Leisure Centre) 

117 99 BCW Long None 

High Street 419 356  Long None 

Sharman Road 545 463 BCW Short 
(max 3 
hours) 

None 

Swansgate multi-
storey 

952 809 BCW Long None 

The Castle 138 117 Private Long None 

Aldi 68 58 Private Short Up to 1 hour 
free, 1-2 
hours a 

charge is 
made 

Matalan 140 119 Private Short Yes, but 
redeemable 
against £5 

spend 

Temporary car park 84 71 BCW Long None 

Leighton Road 63 54 BCW Long None 

Total 2526     

Table 1: Town centre car parks – number of spaces, ownership and time limits 

Existing situation 
 

Of the 2,526 off-street spaces currently available within the town centre, the 

maximum number of spaces occupied on the survey day was 1,604, leaving 929 still 

available. Across the town centre this means that currently no more that 63 percent 

of spaces were occupied at any one time.  

Generally, when demand reaches 85 percent and over, vehicles searching for 

spaces can start to cause congestion due to people queuing to get into car parks or 

having to visit a number of different car parks before getting a space. Issues on the 

wider network can then start to occur and the ability to accommodate one-off events, 

which attract a greater numbers of people to the town centre can also become more 

challenging. Therefore, as a general rule, the supply of parking spaces should be at 

least 15 percent higher than demand, to ensure that there are adequate numbers of 

spaces to reduce the likelihood of congestion. 

Table 2 outlines the maximum number of cars parked in each car park on the day of 

the survey and what percentage this represents.  Leighton Place had the highest 

occupancy rate of the car parks surveyed; on the survey day there were more cars 



 

recorded parked than there were spaces, similarly there was very high demand at 

the temporary High Street car park.  

Swansgate had the highest number of cars parked.  The car park with the lowest 

occupancy relative to capacity was Matalan.  

Car park Maximum 
number of 

cars 
parked on 

day of 
survey 

Maximum 
occupancy 

Leighton Place 67 106% 

Temporary car 
park 

74 88% 

Sharman Road 452 83% 

Aldi 52 76% 

Thomas Street 80 68% 

High Street 270 64% 

Swansgate 540 57% 

The Castle 79 57% 

Matalan 140 30% 

Table 2: Maximum occupancy rates for Wellingborough town centre car parks 

  

Further information on parking occupancy during the day at each car park is 

available in Appendix A.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Forecast demand 
 

Once the baseline data was collated, the forecast for the future year was calculated. 

This was generated based on the forecast increase in car ownership levels in 

Wellingborough to 2031. This information was extracted from TEMPro (Trip End 

Model Presentation Program) which is software used for transport modelling and 

planning purposes. The extracted data is outlined below in Table 3.   

 

Year Households 
Number of households with access to  Total 

cars No car 1 car 2 cars 3+ cars 

2016 33791 6770 14162 9538 3320 43863 

2031 39030 6697 27126 11845 4232 53489 

Table 3: Number of cars in Wellingborough (Source: TEMPro 7.0)  

 

In 2016, the ratio of households to cars is 1.30 which increases to 1.37 in 2031, 

which is equivalent to a forecast percentage increase in cars of 21.9 percent 

between 2016 and 2031.  

 

When compared to BCW’s figures it was found that the TEMpro figures 

underestimated the number of existing and forecast households. To ensure that the 

figures aligned to the Emerging PBW, the total number of cars were calculated 

based on the ratios of households to cars from TEMpro, but by using the correct 

household numbers for 20163 and 20314. Using the corrected figures, the estimated 

percentage increase in number of cars in the borough of Wellingborough is 25.5 

percent.  

 

Year Households Total 
cars 

2016 34350 44589 

2031 40843 55974 

Percentage increase 
in cars 

25.5% 

Table 4: Forecast increase in cars in Wellingborough  

 

The Emerging PBW has no retail site allocations identified in the town centre to 

increase retail floorspace by 2031. Indeed, there is an expectation in the Emerging 

PBW that based on the conclusions from the Supplementary Retail Assessment 

(Colin Burnett, November 2016) that the potential diversion from Wellingborough 

town centre as a result of Rushden Lakes could be  -15.4 percent. Therefore this 

figure has been taken away from the forecast 2031 figure to reflect the expected 

reduction in trips to Wellingborough town centre and reduction in demand for 

parking. 

                                                           
3 Equalities Information, Borough Council of Wellingborough, January 2017 (Source: Valuation Office 
Agency, July 2016) 
4 The Local Plan is based on an increase of 6,493 additional households by 2031, therefore this 
projected increase in dwellings has been added to the 2016 figure to calculate the 2031 figure.  



 

To give an indication of what this means in terms of demand overall, the graph in 

Figure 2 plots existing demand for parking across all car parks surveyed against the 

forecast demand minus the Rushden Lakes reduction. The orange line indicates 85 

percent capacity of the current spaces available.   

 

Figure 2: Existing and forecast demand across all the town centre car parks 

throughout the day 

Figure 2 highlights that the maximum demand for spaces across all the town centre 

car parks will rise from 1,604 in 2016 to 1,703 in 2031. As an occupancy rate this 

represents an increase from 63 percent in 2016 to 67 percent in 2031. Figure 2 also 

highlights that the greatest demand for car parking on a weekday is around 11:00. 

As a result of the re-development of the High Street/ Jackson’s Lane area, the 

number of public car parking spaces in the town centre is set to reduce. The first 

phase of the re-development comprises 109 dwellings, with further phases planned. 

To identify the overall impact of reducing the number of spaces, two tests were 

undertaken. The first was a reduction in the total number of spaces at High 

Street/temporary car park/ Leighton Place to 200 (test A) and the second was a 

reduction to 116 (test B). 



 

 

Figure 3: Forecast demand across all the town centre car parks throughout the 

day against a reduction of car parking spaces 

The impact on demand for spaces is shown below.  

 2016 2031 Test A - 
2031   

Test B - 
2031 

Spaces available 2526 2526 2160 2076 

Maximum demand for 
spaces 

1604 1703 1703 1703 

Minimum spare spaces 922 823 457 373 

Occupancy 63% 67% 79% 82% 

Table 5: Forecast demand for car parking spaces in Wellingborough town 

centre 
 

As outlined previously, it is generally recognised that when the demand for car 

parking reaches 85 percent and over, compared to the capacity available, 

congestion can occur as a result of people searching for a car parking space and 

there is less resilience to cope with seasonal events for example.  Under both 

scenarios occupancy is predicted to be under 85 percent.  



 

Conclusions and recommendations 
 

The following conclusions and recommendations can be drawn: 

 Currently there are ample car parking spaces  to meet demand in the town 

centre; 

 The car parks that have the greatest number of cars parked are Swansgate, 

Sharman Road and High Street; 

 Currently the maximum occupancy is 63 percent across all the car parks 

surveyed; 

 There is forecast to be a 25.5 percent increase in demand in car parking by 

2031, however there is also forecast to be a -15.4 percent reduction in 

shopping trips from the town centre as a consequence of opening of Rushden 

Lakes (due to open Spring 2017); 

 A reduction in public car parking as a result of the High Street redevelopment 

will put additional pressure on the other town centre car parks, however with 

the anticipated reduction in trips to the town centre as a consequence of 

Rushden Lakes, it is anticipated that the number of cars forecast can be 

accommodated; and   

 A reduction to 116 spaces at High Street could be accommodated, however 

retaining 200 spaces would give greater ability to cope with fluctuations in 

demand for seasonal events.   



 

Appendix A 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


