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policyandregeneration - Shared Mailbox

From: Philip Morgan Hurd 

Sent: 13 December 2015 16:29

To: policyandregeneration - Shared Mailbox

Subject: Wollaston Neighbourhood Plan

Dear Sirs 

 

I would like to challenge the validity of the Wollaston Neighbourhood Plan. This plan was subject to a 

community consultation. One of the responses to that consultation was based upon, what I believe, to be false 

information. 

 

With regard to concerns raised about the location of any new housing, there was a specific reference to land off 

Irchester Road. Part of the response by the NPSG was . . . .  

 

"The Irchester Road site is in reasonably close proximity to the Scott Bader chemical factory which is 

recognised by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) as a major hazard. It would be inappropriate to allocate 

land in contravention of HSE guidance which indicates that housing should not be permitted on part of the site.” 

 

I’m not convinced that this statement is accurate. I emailed the HSE some months ago regarding the types of 

chemicals stored at Scott Bader. Living opposite the factory, I had some concerns. This was the reply from the 

Health and Safety Executive. 

"The (Scott Bader) site is subject to the Control of Major Accident Hazards 2015 Regulations (COMAH) and is 

designated as a lower tier site. The site does hold some substances that are classified as hazardous, these are 

used in the production of some of their products such as resins. I visit the site regularly and at present I have no 

concerns with regard to their storage facilities. I can reassure you that the site does not hold anything like the 

inventory of hazardous substances that were allegedly involved in the incident at Tianjin. Also, to my knowledge 

there are no explosives on site”  
(Will Pascoe, HM Inspector of Health and Safety, Health and Safety Executive, Hazardous Installations Directorate) 
 

So the HSE consider the Scott Bader site to be “a lower tier site” and not a “major hazard”. I would be very 

interested in seeing any guidance from the HSE that specifically indicates that this land is not suitable for 

housing.  

 

It would seem to me that the Wollaston Neighbourhood plan is, at least partly, based upon inaccurate 

information and is therefore flawed. Clearly an important document such as this must meet the highest 

professional standards, the information must be accurate and decisions should not be contain subjective 

opinions. 

 

I would therefore like to formally challenge the validity of the Wollaston Neighbourhood plan and ask that 

the Borough Council withdraws it until it can be updated in light of this inaccuracy. 

 
Kind regards  
 

PhilIp Morgan Hurd, MSc, MBCS, CITP 

 
This email and any attachments to it may be confidential and are intended solely for the use of the individual to whom it is addressed. 
If you have received this email in error, you must neither take any action based upon its contents, nor copy or show it to anyone. Please contact me if 

you believe this is the case. 
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