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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1.1 This Environmental Statement (ES) has been prepared by Lovejoy and a specialist consultant team to 
accompany the planning application submitted by Bovis Homes Ltd, William Davis Ltd, Hallam Land 
Management and the Wellingborough Landowners Group for the proposed development of the 
floodplain compensation areas and nature conversation compensation areas in the Nene Valley. 

1.1.2 The assessment site (herein referred to as the either “the site” or “the assessment site” throughout this 
ES, unless clearly stated otherwise) comprises of six separate areas of land located in the Nene Valley on 
the eastern fringe of Wellingborough in Northamptonshire (see Figure 1.1).  The assessment site totals 
approximately 42ha.  

1.1.3 Full planning permission is sought for the removal of existing vegetation, excavation of existing ground 
levels and development of new habitats and re-vegetation within the floodplain compensation areas and 
the creation of replacement ecological habitats in the nature conservation areas.  The works are required 
in order to provide sufficient compensation for the loss of floodplain, the impact on the County Wildlife 
Sites and the impact on the proposed SSSI/SPA associated with the development of Wellingborough 
East Strategic Development Area (SDA) (see 1.2.1 below).   

2. METHOD STATEMENT 

2.1.1 The approach taken in the preparation of the ES accords with the Town and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment  (EIA) England and Wales) Regulations 1999 and the 
Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions (DETR) publication Preparation of 
Environmental Statements for Planning Projects that Require Environmental Assessment: A 
Good Practice Guide (1999).  

2.1.2 The ES aims to present a systematic analysis (the Environmental Impact Assessment) of the likely 
significant environmental effects of the proposed works and provide sufficient environmental 
information to allow the Borough Council to determine the planning application. 

2.1.3 An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a process for predicting the likely effects that a 
development may have on the surrounding natural and built environment.  To measure how the 
environment may be affected by the proposed works, the normal or “baseline” conditions of the 
environment are recorded.  These are then compared with predicted conditions arising from the 
proposed works.  The difference between the two conditions is termed the “impact”, and may either be 
positive or negative. 

2.1.4 Mitigation measures, which may include design or operation proposals, to ameliorate any adverse 
environmental impacts or enhance positive impacts are outlined.  The significance of the predicted 
environmental impacts following mitigation, the “residual impact”, is set out in a statement of 
significance.   

3. DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE, ITS SURROUNDINGS AND THE 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

3.1. THE SITE AND EXISTING CONDITIONS 

3.1.1 The assessment site lies immediately south east of the main urban area of Wellingborough and extends 
eastwards along the Nene Valley (see Figure 1.1).  It is approximately 42ha in extent and essentially 
comprises of six separate parcels of land.  The location of these six areas are shown on Figure 1.2 and 
are described in turn below. 
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Area 1  

3.1.2 This parcel of land has an area of 0.6ha and mainly comprises of grassland and scrub. The B573 (The 
Embankment) forms the southern and eastern edges of this area.  A sports ground lies to the north 
whilst the River Nene is located immediately south.  To the west is the A5913 and Victoria Retail Park, 
whilst the fringe of the main urban area of Wellingborough lies approximately 0.5km to the north west. 

3.1.3 The Triangular Meadow County Wildlife site (CWS) is located approximately 150m west of the site.  
This site mainly comprises of grassland, scrub and a number of mature trees and is currently used for 
grazing horses.  

Area 2 

3.1.4 Area 2 covers 3.2ha and consists mainly of grassland.  A dismantled railway embankment runs along the 
western boundary of this area, together with a wet ditch and a number of mature trees.  A residential 
property (“The Bungalow”) is situated immediately north of the area. Further to the north and northeast 
lies Irthlingborough Road pumping station, a former abattoir site, redundant industrial buildings and 
Lawrence Leyland Trading Estate.   

3.1.5 The River Ise crosses the eastern half of the area, before it joins a lake prior to joining the River Nene 
approximately 350m downstream.  Ditchford lakes, surrounded by areas of grassland, lie to east of Area 
2.  Grassland is also immediately adjacent to the southern boundary of this area, with the River Nene 
located 150m further south.  

3.1.6 Wellingborough Marsh CWS is situated immediately west of this area.  This is a small area of dense 
swamp vegetation on permanently waterlogged ground, adjacent to the River Nene. 

Area 3 

3.1.7 This area of land covers some 15.3ha and is located between Irthlingborough Grange and the Midland 
Mainline railway line.  It is predominantly arable land with some unimproved grassland in the south 
eastern part of the area.  

3.1.8 The Midland Mainline Railway is immediately to the south of this area, with Ditchford lakes and the 
River Nene located further south and east. To the west of Area 3 is agricultural land, Irthlingborough 
Road (B573) and Leyland Trading Estate. Approximately 250m to the south west is the Kangaroo 
Spinney traveller’s site. 

Area 4A 

3.1.9 This area of land is located approximately 600m west of Ditchford Bridge.  It has an area of 3.7ha and 
comprises largely of grassland.  Part of the former Ditchford sand and gravel pits complex forms part of 
the western half of the site. 

3.1.10 Agricultural land lies immediately north and east of this area.  Further north lies South View Farm, 
whilst Ditchford Road further east crosses Ditchford Bridge.  The River Nene is located approximately 
500m to the south. 

Area 4B 

3.1.11 Area 4B is located immediately east of Area 4A and consists of 1.6ha of predominantly grassland.  Like 
Area 4A it forms part of the former Ditchford sand and gravel pits complex.  Ditchford Bridge lies 
approximately 300m to the east of this area.   
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Area 5 

3.1.12 This area of land has an area of 17.9ha and is located approximately 60m north of the Midland Mainline 
Railway line and 350m west of Ditchford Road.  The River Nene runs along its western boundary, whilst 
one of the lakes adjoins the northern boundary.  

3.1.13 The site also includes a small area of land adjacent to the southern bank of the River Nene (‘Area 6’ on 
Figure 1.1).  This is located approximately west of Ditchford Road and covers 0.4ha.   

Landscape and Ecology 

3.1.14 The site and its surroundings encompass a gently undulating landform. The primary topographical 
feature in the area is the river valley of the Nene. The River Nene flows east along the valley adjacent to 
Ditchford lakes. Areas 3 to 5 fall within the Ditchford gravel pits, a complex of lakes, grassland and 
scrub.  These have been formed by sand and gravel extraction which took place in the 1980’s. These 
lakes are significant in terms of their ecological, landscape and recreation value, and are considered in 
more detail in chapters 6 and 7 of this ES. 

3.1.15 Much of the surrounding land is in agricultural (largely arable) use or left as regenerating scrub. There is 
much semi-natural vegetation growth and this is particularly apparent within the River Nene valley. 
Many hedgerows within the Nene Valley have been lost due to intensive farming methods and 
extraction works.  

3.2. THE PROPOSED WORKS 

3.2.1 The proposed works entail flood plain and ecology compensation works on six separate areas of land 
which together extend to just over 42ha.  Details of the proposed works are shown on Figure 1.3. 

3.2.2 Area 1 involves the creation of 0.6ha of new ecological habitat in compensation for losses within 
Wellingborough Marsh County Wildlife Site (CWS) resulting from the development of Access Route 2. 
The ditch running along the northern side of the proposed access route 2 will be at least 3.5m wide and 
created to provide a link between the CWS sites. Generally this will not be fed from highway runoff and 
the intention is to leave it to naturally regenerate.  This ditch will provide an almost continuous corridor 
of movement from the Triangular Meadow to Wellingborough Marsh to Area 2.  The culverts provided 
beneath the road will also allow movement of fauna from one side of the site to the other.    

3.2.3 Area 2 will provide 3.2 ha of new marsh with channels of open water.  This will be directly linked to the 
existing Wellingborough Marsh CWS by partial removal of the abandoned railway embankment.  The 
link will consist of an 8m wide swath of marsh with a channel of open water located in the middle.  The 
gap between the top of the embankments leading down to this area will be at least 15m wide.  The 
location of the compensatory habitat is the closest possible and would allow invertebrate species present 
within the site to move to new marsh areas and also provide a direct link to the SSSI/SPA to the east.    

3.2.4 It is proposed to reduce existing ground levels in areas 3, 4A, 4B and 5 (i.e. those areas within or 
adjacent to the flood plain of the River Nene) This will involve four large excavations within the Nene 
valley floodplain in order to provide level-for-level flood storage mitigation and to use the resulting fill 
material (approximately  350,000 cubic metres) for bulk fill purposes in the construction of access routes 
2 and 7 or landscaping for the Wellingborough East development.  This will eliminate the waste which 
would otherwise be created if the excavated material was exported from the site. Re-using the material 
also avoids the need to import material from off-site and the corresponding environmental impact at a 
remote location. 

3.2.5 In addition area 5 involves ecology compensation works of approximately 11.2ha immediately adjacent 
to the SPA boundary. This ecology compensation area will consist of an area of open water that will 
provide an additional area of open water of 5.72ha.  This extension to the open water will lead to a 
further loss of 1.93ha of grassland, in addition to the 3.47ha lost to the road alignment, increasing 
grassland losses to 5.4ha.  A new area of grassland will be created totalling 5.4ha.  The open water will be 
designed to include gradually sloping banks whilst the central section of the lake will be over 2m deep in 
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order to ensure that marginal vegetation does not spread into the main water area.  The margins of the 
new lake will be planted up with locally native species.   

3.2.6 Within area 6 there will be a reduction in the level of the riverbank to 39.65mAOD immediately to the 
east of the proposed Route 7 access route (west of Ditchford Road).  This reduction in levels will occur 
for a length of approximately 205m of riverbank. These works will be carried out in conjunction with 
the construction of the main southern Access Routes into Wellingborough East.  

Construction 

3.2.7 A summary phasing programme for the proposed works is set out in Table 3.1 below.  

Table 3.1: Proposed Works – Summary of Timescale and Phasing  

 Date Operation 
1 Feb 2006 - 

April 2007 
Remove embankment and existing vegetation from Area 2.  Embankment material 
stored in Route 2 corridor.  Create CWS ecology mitigation area and leave for one 
growing season. 

2 April - Oct 
2007 

Create temporary access to Area 3 from Irthlingborough Road (using existing field 
access and internal tracks where possible). Strip topsoil and stockpile. Excavate and 
move material for storage and/or immediate use, either in the main development 
area or the working corridor of Route 2, via temporary internal haul roads  (a 
bridge will be required both for access for movement of fill and to access the 
eastern part of Route 2 during construction) and/or public highway.   

3.  April - Oct 
2007 

Create temporary access to Area 5 from Ditchford Road (using existing field access 
and internal tracks where possible), including temporary access bridge/culvert over 
adjacent ditch.  Strip topsoil and stockpile. Excavate and move material for storage 
and/or immediate use, either in the main development area or the working corridor 
of Route 7, via temporary internal haul roads and/or public highway. 

5. May - Oct 
2007  

Construct Route 2 earthworks using excavated/stored materials Other construction 
activities to follow with completion in October 2008.   

6. Oct 2007 Once all excavated material has been moved from Areas 3 and 5, remove 
temporary access routes and haul roads. (Temporary bridge over the River Ise to 
remain at least until permanent bridge over the river is open to construction traffic. 
Bridge removed- August 2008). 

7. Oct 2007- 
March 
2008 

Create SPA ecology mitigation area.  

7. Oct 2008 On completion of Route 2 north west of The Embankment and following 
diversion of traffic onto new carriageway, remove existing carriageway within Area 
1 and create CWS ecology mitigation area.   

8.  April – Oct 
2008 

Create temporary access to Area 4 from Ditchford Road, using existing field access 
and internal tracks where possible. Strip topsoil and stockpile. Excavate and move 
material for storage and/or immediate use, either in the main development area or 
the working corridor of Route 7, via temporary internal haul roads and/or public 
highway. 



Wellingborough East: Nene Valley Floodplain and Ecology Compensation Works ES NTS 

 7

 
9. May - Oct 

2008  
Construct Route 7 earthworks using excavated/stored materials. Other 
construction activities to follow with completion in expected in October 2009.   

10. Oct 2008 Remove Area 4 temporary access routes 

 
3.2.8 It is envisaged that all the excavated material can be re-used either within the highway embankments for 

the main access routes or for other earthworks associated the Wellingborough East development.  This 
material is likely to require some treatment for it to be suitable but provides a sustainable, cost effect 
method of using the material and avoids excessive lorry movements on the public highway.  It also 
alleviates environmental issues at locations remote from Wellingborough East.  If the material is found 
to be contaminated it will be reused if possible, which will depend on the degree of contamination. 
Contaminated material would be sent off-site only when a practical alternative is not available. Topsoil 
would be stripped from the areas where works are to take place and stockpiled for placing on 
embankments at the end of the access route works.   

3.2.9 Excavated material will be transported by dump trucks to the location closest to where it could be 
reused. Some stockpiling will be required and this will need to be located to ensure no detriment to 
existing flood risk. If the works are programmed to take place during a period of low flood risk it may be 
possible to agree with the Environment Agency the placing of some material in the floodplain prior to 
completion of the mitigation works. 

4. STATEMENT OF KEY ISSUES 

4.1.1 The proposed development may have a range of environmental effects.   Discussions with the Borough 
Council indented the following scope for the EIA: 

• Ecology - the potential loss or disturbance of existing habitats and impact on protected and scarce 
species. 

• Landscape and Visual Impact- the potential loss of landscape resources, change in landscape 
character and the visual impact of the proposed development. 

• Drainage and Flooding- the potential impact of surface water drainage and flooding 

5. REVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES  

5.1.1 PPS9: Nature Conservation (2005) sets out the Government’s objectives for nature conservation, the 
framework for safeguarding the natural heritage and the implications for development proposals. It 
provides specific guidance on the protection of SSSIs and other Biodiversity sites.   

5.1.2 PPG25: Development and Flood Risk (2001) seeks to reduce the risk to people and the developed 
and natural environment from flooding.   

5.1.3 The Regional Spatial Strategy for the East Midlands (RSS8) was published in March 2005 and 
replaces RPG8 (Regional Planning Guidance for the East Midlands). The purpose of RSS8 is to provide 
a clear, agreed, long-term spatial vision for the region up to 2021. The environmental policies within 
RSS8 are relatively broad-brush and do not relate specifically to the amended development proposals. 
However local planning authorities and development plans must take the provisions of RSS8 into 
account. 

5.1.4 The Northamptonshire Structure Plan (NSP) 1996 – 2016 was adopted in March 2001.  It provides 
the strategic planning framework for the development and use of land in Northamptonshire.  It also 
provides a framework of strategic policies and proposals which local planning authorities are required to 
take into account.  
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5.1.5 Policy SDA1 identifies potential Strategic Development Areas (SDAs) in all of the Northamptonshire 
districts. Wellingborough East is specifically referred to.  The final part of the policy refers to including 
areas of countryside within and around the built development to provide for the conservation and 
enhancement of environmental assets and natural resources flood prevention measures. 

5.1.6 As in the Structure Plan, the Local Plan contains a number of policies that seek to protect existing 
features or assets of acknowledged environmental importance, including nature conservation sites. These 
are considered where appropriate in the individual topic sections.  

5.1.7 Wellingborough East SDA is allocated in Policy U14, this includes provision for the required supporting 
infrastructure.   

6. ECOLOGY 

6.1.1  A series of ecological surveys were carried out across the site including and extended Phase 1 habitat 
survey and protected species surveys. The results indicate that the assessment area consists of large areas 
of improved pasture and arable land providing areas of low nature conservation value in general.     

6.1.2 The areas of greatest nature conservation value include the hedgerows, tall herb and marginal vegetation.  
No evidence of protected species were recorded within the assessment site.  Otters and kingfisher use 
the area but no evidence was recorded within the assessment site. 

6.1.3 Small areas of a proposed SSSI/SPA lie within the application boundary.  Habitats in these areas are of 
international importance providing foraging and nesting habitat for birds associated with the proposed 
SSSI/SPA.  

6.1.4 No non-statutory sites of importance for nature conservation lie within the assessment site.  Two further 
SSSIs lie between 1.5 and 2.5km away from the site.  The nature of the proposed works is not expected 
to impact upon these areas.  

6.1.5 All habitat within the assessment site will be lost to the proposed works.   Impacts range from minor to 
major prior to mitigation.  

6.1.6 Mitigation will include a further otter survey to ensure any mitigation measures and licences are 
incorporated into the scheme, a trapping exercise to remove grass snakes from the working area and a 
further bat survey to check for the presence of roosting bats prior to removal of trees.   

6.1.7 Habitat creation includes areas of neutral grassland and open water to compensate for losses associated 
with route 2 and 7 and flood compensation works within and adjacent to the proposed SSSI/SPA and 
areas of marsh and ditch habitat to compensate for the loss of habitats within the CWS associated with 
route 2.  

6.1.8 Measures will be implemented to ensure that no offences are committed under the Protection of 
Badgers Act 1992, The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and the Conservation (Natural 
Habitats & c.) Regulations 1994. 

6.1.9 Habitat creation measures will lead to biodiversity gains including creation of, marshy grassland, neutral 
grassland and open water. 

6.1.10 Mitigation measures put forward including extensive habitat creation and enhancement will ensure that 
residual impacts are no more than minor in all cases except for loss of hedgerows where impacts are 
predicted to be moderate.  In the long term the proposals for habitat creation and management will lead 
to enhancement of the area for nature conservation and a predicted minor positive residual impact.  
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7. LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT 

7.1.1 This section considers the potential landscape and visual impacts resulting from the introduction of 
flood plain and ecological compensation areas within the Nene Valley on the eastern fringe of 
Wellingborough. These works are a prerequisite to the development of the Wellingborough East, located 
to the immediate north of the Assessment Site.  

7.1.2 The landscape and visual impact assessment considers direct effects on the landscape resources and 
indirect effects on public perceptions of landscape, in terms of change to landscape character or as a 
result of visual impacts.  

7.1.3 The flood risk compensation areas have been sensitively modelled so that they are integrated into the 
surrounding topography. In this way, they have been designed as to be appear as ‘natural’ features (i.e. in 
respect of bank design, depths and shade) whilst retaining their floodplain composition. Any significant 
vegetation within these areas which is lost will also be replaced, where possible. The ecological 
compensation areas will also be planted up (where appropriate) with locally native species. Whilst the 
primary purpose of these proposals is, therefore, led by the requirements of flood and ecological 
compensation works the use of such will, accordingly, reflect and, where possible, enhance, the existing 
landscape resource, character and visual amenity of, and within, the Nene Valley. 

Landscape Resource 

7.1.4 The most valuable landscape resources within the Assessment Site encompass those elements / features 
which make a valuable contribution to its character, namely its topography and water resource. The 
Site’s river valley location ensures it is sensitive to change, however, the area has experienced significant 
mineral extraction over the years and is, therefore, tolerant of some further change.  

7.1.5 There are few trees / areas of significant vegetation within the Assessment Site, however, there are a 
small number of tree groups / hedgerows which act as significant landscape features. There are also a 
number of public rights of way which pass near, or are crossed by, the Assessment Site yet these are 
often impassable / infrequently used. These will become increasingly important in the coming years as 
the Nene Valley (and specifically The Nene Way) becomes (as it is envisaged by the County Council) as a 
focus of increased recreational activity. 

7.1.6 In general terms, there are few temporary construction impacts of the proposed scheme upon the 
landscape resource of the site. These include a temporary alteration to topography, due to necessary 
stockpiling of earth, and partial inaccessibility to a number of public footpaths. These have only a minor 
adverse and negligible impact, respectively. Furthermore, the proposed works, post completion, will 
have an adverse impact upon the existing topography (with the creation of new depressions in the 
landscape), public rights of way, arable land, and vegetation. There will be a small beneficial impact upon 
the existing water resource. 

7.1.7 Overall, therefore, on balance, the impact of the development upon Landscape Resource is Minor 
Adverse.  

Landscape Character 

7.1.8 Existing landscape character assessments completed for the area within which the Assessment Site falls 
identify the Nene Valley as a dominant element in the landscape, along which there has been extensive 
settlement and occupation (largely due to the areas abundance of gravel, alluvial and head deposits). The 
valley sides are dominated by mixed arable and pasture land, with medium – large field sizes. Hedgerow 
trees are also important landscape features, as are those which line the river.   

7.1.9 Whilst the naturalness of the valley landscape is of value, and should be conserved and / or enhanced 
where possible, the area has already experienced significant extraction works. It is, therefore, tolerant of 
some change in its landscape, providing proposals do not adversely impact upon the natural regeneration 
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of the area which has been progressing since extraction ceased in the 1980s (i.e. the areas renewed 
grassland, ecological habitats, existing vegetation).   

7.1.10 During construction, the area’s present stillness and tranquillity will be replaced by visual and noise 
intrusion associated with earth works, machinery and construction traffic. However, this intrusion will 
be temporary only and take place over only a very short period.  

7.1.11 Post construction, the landscape character of the lower valley will be essentially unchanged. However, 
some human interference to the natural landform will be evident upon the upper valleys. This 
interference will reduce over time as replacement planting provides a measure screening to the new 
depressions.  

7.1.12 Overall, therefore, the impact of the development upon Landscape Character is Minor Adverse. 

Visual Amenity 

7.1.13 Due to its lowland valley location the visual envelope of the Assessment Site is largely contained by 
topography although long views are available from within the valley itself. These are contained by 
Wellingborough built form to the west, and the line of Ditchford Road to the east.  

7.1.14 There are few receptors in the area due to the lack of built development and roads. Sensitive receptors 
include users of the public right of way network and River Nene Navigation who currently receive 
partial major views of the majority of the Assessment Site Areas. Users of the Midland Mainline will also 
receive major, direct views of the Assessment Site. 

7.1.15 During construction, there will be a moderate adverse impact upon visual amenity due to the 
impossibility of available views of this significant intrusion being mitigated. The introduction of 
construction machinery, stockpiling and construction traffic within the area will introduce a number of 
uncharacteristic urban landscape elements to the existing, essentially rural, views.  

7.1.16 However, post-construction, the impact to visual amenity will be only minor adverse given that the 
works do not result in the introduction of many new, or indeed negative, elements to available views. 
This impact will reduce over time as replacement planting becomes established and the available views 
become more reflective of the existing situation. At seven years post-completion there will, therefore, be 
a negligible impact upon visual amenity. 

7.1.17 Overall, therefore, the impact of the development upon Visual Amenity is Minor Adverse. 

8. DRAINAGE AND FLOODING 

8.1.1 The Wellingborough East (Stanton Cross) site lies mainly to the north and east of the confluence of the 
Rivers Ise and Nene, both of which have extensive floodplains. In order to link Wellingborough East to 
the primary highway network to the south, it is necessary to cross the Nene floodplain with two major 
highway access routes, namely Routes 2 and 7. These access routes have been classified as ‘wholly 
exceptional essential infrastructure’ by the Borough Council of Wellingborough in accordance with 
PPG 25. 

8.1.2 The placing of material to construct the access routes within the floodplain requires an equivalent 
volume to be locally removed to provide ‘level-for-level’ mitigation in accordance with Environment 
Agency Flood Plain Compensatory Storage Guidance note No. 178_05 issued March 2005. 

8.1.3 The drainage and flooding issues relating to the site and the provision of the ‘level-for-level’ 
compensation areas have been subject to extensive consultation with the approving authorities including; 
The Environment Agency, Borough Council of Wellingborough, Northamptonshire County Council 
and Anglian Water. A detailed Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) has also been undertaken for the whole of 
the Wellingborough East development (and submitted to BCW), including the works covered by this 
ES. 
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8.1.4 There are potential negative impacts from the construction process relating to Routes 2 and 7 which can 
be avoided through appropriate planning and phasing of the construction of the works. 

8.1.5 The beneficial impact of the proposed mitigation works includes additional storage to the River Nene 
floodplain. The mitigation works are to be suitably planned, managed and implemented to enable 
development to proceed whilst providing some reduction in existing flood risk.  

9. CUMULATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

9.1.1 The proposed works are compensation measures associated with the development of the 
Wellingborough East SDA.  The ES submitted as part of that application (Planning Application Ref: 
WP/2004/0600) comprehensively assessed all of the significant environmental impacts arising from that 
proposed development, including these works.  

10. SUMMARY OF IMPACT 

10.1.1 The following table summarises the findings of the Environmental Impacts assessment.  The nature of 
impact is considered in the following terms: 

• Beneficial or adverse; 

• Temporary or permanent; 

• Reversible or irreversible; 

• Short, medium or long term.  

 

10.1.2 The significance of impact is considered in the following terms:  

Major 
Adverse 

Likely to represent a key factor in the decision making process with effects 
generally associated with features of national importance.  Mitigation 
measures are likely to be inadequate. 

Moderate 
Adverse 

Effects associated with regional or district scale considerations which are 
likely to be key issues in the decision process.  Mitigation measures required 
may not be wholly successful/adequate. 

Minor 
Adverse 

Effects important at local scale but not likely to be key issues in the decision 
process.  Generally capable of amelioration by mitigation measures. 

Negligible/ 
None 

No effect or none of significance. 

Minor 
Beneficial 

Positive effects important at local scale but not likely to be key issues in the 
decision process.  

Moderate 
Beneficial 

Beneficial effects associated with regional or district scale considerations 
which are likely to be key issues in the decision process.   

Major 
Beneficial 

Likely to represent a key factor in the decision making process with effects 
generally associated with features of national importance.  
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Impact Level of 
Importance 
of Issue 

Nature of Impact Significance Pre-
Mitigation 

Mitigation / Comments Significance of 
Residual Impact 

Ecology 

Loss of arable 
land  

Negligible Direct loss, long term Minor Adverse Habitat creation and enhancement measures 
including creation of neutral grassland. 

Minor Beneficial 

Loss of improved 
grassland 

Parish to 
international 

Direct loss, and loss of 
foraging birds using 
proposed SSSI/SPA 

Minor Adverse to 
Major Adverse 

Habitat creation and enhancement measures 
including creation of neutral grassland. 

Minor Beneficial 

Loss of ruderal 
vegetation 

Negligible to 
international 

Direct loss, long term and 
loss of foraging for birds 
using proposed SPA / SSSI 

Minor Adverse to 
Moderate Adverse 

Habitat creation and enhancement measures 
including creation of neutral grassland. 

Minor Beneficial 

Loss of 
hedgerows and 
trees 

Parish Direct loss, interruption of 
corridors of movement and 
loss of foraging, long term 

Moderate Adverse No direct mitigation. Moderate Adverse 

Loss of open 
water 

International Direct loss of habitat within 
proposed SSSI/SPA long 
term 

Major Adverse Creation of additional open water.  Minor Beneficial 

Construction of 
temporary access 
roads, storage of 
material and 
erection of site 
offices 

Parish to 
international 

Damage to habitat and 
additional disturbance short 
term 

Minor Adverse Location of access roads and storage areas and 
site buildings to be agreed in advance and 
adhered to. High visibility fencing erected 
around maintained habitats. 

Negligible to Minor 
Adverse 

Landscape and Visual  

Landscape 
Resources 

Local / 
District 

Permanent, Long term, 
Irreversible, Direct loss 

Minor Adverse No direct mitigation.  

Provision of replacement vegetation. No 
mitigation possible for alteration to valley 
topography. 

Minor Adverse 
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Impact Level of 
Importance 
of Issue 

Nature of Impact Significance Pre-
Mitigation 

Mitigation / Comments Significance of 
Residual Impact 

Landscape 
Character 

Local / 
District 

Permanent, Long term, 
Irreversible, Indirect loss 

Minor Adverse No direct mitigation.  

Replacement vegetation, once established, will 
reduce impact. No mitigation possible for 
alteration to upper valley character.  

Minor Adverse 

Visual Amenity Local Permanent, Long term, 
Irreversible, Indirect loss 

Minor Adverse No direct mitigation.  

Replacement vegetation, once established, will 
reduce impact. Views of upper valley remain 
adversely impacted by alteration to topography. 

Minor Adverse 

Drainage and Flooding 

Provision of 
additional level-
for-level storage 
volumes 

Local Long term Minor Beneficial Compliance with EA Flood Plain compensatory 
Guidance Note to provide level-for-level 
floodplain storage 

Minor Beneficial 

Increased extent 
of floodplain  

Local Long term Minor Adverse Extent reduced by highway infrastructure. Areas 
of increased floodplain not to be used for 
development. 

None 

Overall impact on 
flood risk 

Local / 
District 

Long term Minor Beneficial  Minor Beneficial 

 

 


