
The	  Regulatory	  Reform	  	  
(Fire	  Safety)	  Order	  2005	  
•  Fire	  Risk	  Assessment	  
•  Fire	  Safety	  Arrangements	  
•  Means	  for	  raising	  the	  alarm	  
•  Means	  of	  escape	  
•  Maintenance	  
•  Emergency	  procedures	  
•  Staff	  training	  



Occupancy	  and	  Capacity	  Example	  



How	  is	  the	  floor	  area	  used?	  

Assembly hall, bar area without fixed seating, 
pop concert, dance hall  = 0.5m2 per person 
 
Conference room, dining room, lounge or bar 
other that above, restaurant = 1m2 per person 
 
Shop sales area = 2m2 per person 
Shop sales area = 7m2 per person 
 
Snooker hall = 10m2 per person 



BAR	  

How	  is	  the	  floor	  area	  used?	  

Assembly hall, bar area without fixed seating, 
pop concert, dance hall  = 0.5m2 per person 

However, the bar areas, within 2m of serving 
point = 0.3m2 per person 

0.3m2 per person 



BAR	  

How	  is	  the	  floor	  area	  used?	  

Assembly hall, bar area without fixed seating, 
pop concert, dance hall  = 0.5m2 per person 

0.3m2 per person 

Raised fixed seating area  
= 1m2 per person 



Floor	  area	  capacity	  known….	  	  
	  

….now	  consider	  exit	  capacity	  



BAR	  

Exit	  Capacity	  

One way in, one way out = 60 people 



BAR	  

Exit	  Capacity	  

More than one exit then assume the best option 
is lost due to fire,  for example…… 



BAR	  

Exit	  Capacity	  

One double and one single = lose the double  



BAR	  

Exit	  Capacity	  

One double and two single = lose the double  



BAR	  

Exit	  Capacity	  

One double and two single in close proximity to 
each other = consider the total available width 



Exit	  Capacity	  

Not just the actual exit doors but 
the route and all widths along it. 
 
 
One double and two single = lose 
the double  
 



Exit	  Width	  

•  Approved Document B – Building Regulations 
•  Fire Safety Risk Assessment –  
    ‘Small and Medium’ and ‘Large’ places of assembly  
 
 



Exit	  Width	  

Approved Document B – Building Regulations 
 
 



Exit	  Width	  

Approved Document B – Building Regulations 



Exit	  Width	  
A	  width	  of	  at	  least	  750mm	  can	  accommodate	  up	  to:	  

	  •	  80	  people	  in	  higher	  risk	  premises;	  
	  •	  100	  people	  in	  normal	  risk	  premises;	  or	  
	  •	  120	  people	  in	  lower	  risk	  premises.	  

	  
A	  width	  of	  at	  least	  1,050mm	  can	  accommodate	  up	  to:	  

	  •	  160	  people	  in	  higher	  risk	  premises;	  
	  •	  200	  people	  in	  normal	  risk	  premises;	  or	  
	  •	  240	  people	  in	  lower	  risk	  premises.	  	  

	  
An	  addiUonal	  75mm	  should	  be	  allowed	  for	  each	  addiUonal	  15	  
persons	  (or	  part	  of	  15). 

Fire Safety Risk Assessment –  
Small and Medium Places of Assembly  



Bar = 20 m2 

Capacity	  

Serving area = 10m x 2m deep 
0.3m2  per person = 66 people    

Seating area = 35m2 
Using 1m2 per person = 35 people 

Remain floor area = 60m2 

Using 0.5m2 per person = 120 people     

Toilets 
15m2  



Bar 

Capacity	  

Seating 

Two 850 mm doors = 115 people each* 

One 1050mm door = 200 people 

Toilets 

Consider the premises to be normal risk 	  

* 750mm = 100 people,  each additional 75mm = 15 people 



Bar 

Capacity	  

Seating Toilets 

Consider the premises to be normal risk 	  



Premises	  Capacity	  

•  Establish how the premises is or maybe used on a day 
to day 

•  Consider any specific nights or events which alter this 

•  Establish the worst case scenario with regards to the 
loss of exits  

•  Consider and anticipate possible issue 


