
201

Part E
APPENDICES

13 Delivery and management 



Borough Council of 
Wellingborough

Wellingborough Town Centre
Conservation Area Appraisal

202Adopted July 2009

a town park, or a landscape feature? 

• Does the building have landmark 
quality, or contribute to the quality 
of recognisable spaces, including 
exteriors or open spaces with a 
complex of public buildings? 

• Does it refl ect the traditional 
functional character of, or former uses 
within, the area? 

• Has it signifi cant historic associations 
with local people or past events? 

• Does its use contribute to the 
character or appearance of the 
Conservation Area? 

• If a structure associated with a 
designed landscape within the 
Conservation Area, such as a 
signifi cant wall, terracing or a minor 
garden building, is it of identifi able 
importance to the historic design? 

In English Heritage’s view, any one of 
these characteristics could provide the 
basis for considering that a building 
makes a positive contribution to the 
special interest of a Conservation 
Area, provided that its historic form 
and values have not been seriously 
eroded by unsympathetic alteration.  

Unlisted buildings in a Conservation 
Area

English Heritage has identifi ed the 
following criteria when considering the 
contribution made by unlisted buildings 
to the special architectural or historic 
interest of a Conservation Area, the 
following questions might be asked:

 • Is the building the work of a 
particular architect of regional or local 
note? 

• Has it qualities of age, style, 
materials or any other characteristics 
which refl ect those of at least a 
substantial number of the buildings in 
the Conservation Area? 

• Does it relate by age, materials or 
in any other historically signifi cant 
way to adjacent listed buildings, and 
contribute positively to their setting? 

• Does it individually, or as part of a 
group, serve as a reminder of the 
gradual development of the settlement 
in which it stands, or of an earlier 
phase of growth?

 • Does it have signifi cant historic 
association with established features 
such as the road layout, burgage plots, 

Appendix A
Buildings of Townscape Merit - Criteria for Assessment
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Appendix B
Summary of stakeholder consultation 

This appendix summarises the fi ndings of two stakeholder consultation events 
that were held to inform preparation of the Draft Guide. Public consultation on 
the Draft Guide was subsequently undertaken between March 23rd and May 4th 
2009. A summary of consultation feedback and changes arising is provided as an 
appendix to the Sustainability Appraisal accompanying this Final Report.

Wellingborough Shop Fronts workshop (The Hind Hotel, Sheep Street)

- Drop In Session: 1st  October 2008, 5 -7 pm
- All Day Workshop: 2nd October 2008, 10am - 4.30 pm 

Attendees/Stakeholders 
Representatives from the following organisations participated in the workshop: 

Offi cers and Councillors of the Borough Council of Wellingborough • 
Tresham College• 
North Northamptonshire District Council• 
Wellingborough Civic Society• 
Wollaston Parish Council• 
Taxi Drivers Association• 
United Reform Church• 
Offi cers from Northamptonshire County Council • 
Redhill Grange Community Association• 
All Hallows Church Restoration Trust• 

Workshop Exercise 1: 
Attendees participated in an exercise designed to elicit their views regarding the 
relative values they ascribed to different parts of the town.  Participants were 
asked to grade areas of Wellingborough town centre as follows: 

 - Strong Character - having a sense of place, distinctive streetscene or being 
important to local identity;  

 - Less Distinctive areas - but which still make a contribution to local identity or 
sense of place; and 

 - Anywhere Development - commonplace townscape with little sense of identity.   

Areas were identifi ed on maps of the town centre using coloured pens and 
stickers corresponding to the three categories. 

Workshop Exercise 2: 
Having considered the relative character and interest of the town centre, 
participants were invited to consider where the boundaries of a potentially 
enlarged conservation might reasonably be drawn.  Three concept diagrams 
were provided to illustrate different approaches to this issue

Maps of the town centre area were provided and participants asked defi ne the 
extent of the areas they considered potentially appropriate for inclusion within an 
enlarged area. 

Each team summarised their fi ndings which were recorded reported back to the 
other groups.  

Drop in session advertisement
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Workshop exercise to identify areas of positive and negative townscape value 

Feedback presentation to summarise conclusions Displays showing the study area

The key issues and points are summarised as follows. 

Orange Team
1. Mixed opinions about the inclusion of the parks/green spaces. 
2. Majority in favour of CA expansion along arterial routes
3. Medieval street pattern recognised and admired as distinctive. 
4. Swansgate centre seen as mundane rather than a negative. 
5. Tresham College should not be included for economic reasons

Yellow Team
1. N-S approach to CA enlargement. 
2. Emphasis on gateways into the town. 
3. Enhance links across the town. 
4. Recent development detracts from the town. 

Green Team
1. 1960s/70s development considered common place and detracts 
from the value of the remainder of the town
2. Inclusion of the Swansgate centre and Tresham College would 
enable greater control over future development of these areas
3. Spine approach with emphasis on key entry points

General comments/themes: 
1. Mixed views on the inclusion of Oxford Street (1 grp inc. and 2 
grps excluded from the maps). 
2. CA should be seen as a ‘force for good’, not curtailing 
investment but encouraging good quality for the town. 
3. Question the validity of the inclusion of unworthy areas on 
the grounds that they would strengthen control over future 
development.  
4. Lack of appreciation of the legacy/heritage of the shoe and boot 
industry in the town. 
5. General agreement that any future enlargement of the CA 
should largely follow the historic road pattern and main arterial 
routes as this is where most buildings of architectural and historic 
interest can be found. 
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