
Pedestrian and cycle network

3.6.10

Figure 3.7 illustrates the pedestrian and cycle network.
This highlights just how cut-off the site is at present from

the existing town and the need to introducing links to bind
the area into the existing town and its future extension.

3.6.11

Also illustrated are the cycle routes designated in the

Local Plan. These include a new route to run alongside
the railway embankment through land east of Eastfield
Road (see Land East of Eastfield Road Development

Brief). This extends southwards from the Finedon Road /
Rixon Road junction to Mill Road and on to the railway
station. South of this it splits westward up Midland Road

to the Town Centre and southwards through the railway
station car park to connect with Senwick Drive. 

The existing foothpath between Mill Road and the railway station is of
poor quality and feels unsafeThe footpath link is in significant need of upgrading
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Figure 3.8 Public transport nextwork



Bus network

3.6.12

As shown in Figure 3.8, the bus network most directly
relating to the site comprises:

• Route 46, operated by Stagecoach, passes along
Finedon Road, connecting Northampton and Raunds

via Wellingborough. This service operates on every
day of the week, with buses passing every hour.

• Route 27, operated by Stagecoach, passes along
Midland Road - Senwick Road, linking Wellingborough

Town Centre and the railway station. This service
operates Monday - Saturday on an hourly basis.

• Route 26, operated by Stagecoach, passes along
Rixon Road - servicing the Finedon Road Industrial

Estate via a route connecting Wellingborough Town
Centre and Queensway. This service operates Monday
- Saturday on an hourly basis..

• Route W471, operated by Carters Travel, passes

along Rixon Road - servicing the Finedon Road
Industrial Estate via a route connecting Raunds with
Park Farm South in Wellingborough. This service

operates Monday - Saturday on an hourly basis.

3.6.13

Until recently a bus route also ran along Eastfield Road,
but has since been abandoned.

3.6.14

An important influence on plans for Station Island will be the
ability to extend this bus network into and through the area. 

3.6.15

Also shown in Figure 3.8 is the location of existing bus

stops. Much of the site is notionally within five minutes
walk (400m) of a bus stop, although the railway lines
create major severance between east and west.

Moreover, the quality of waiting facilities is often poor -
with a lack of timetable information, seating and shelter.
Services are infrequent and routing is of limited scope.

The development of Wellingborough East will provide
opportunities to improve the viability and quality of
existing services and facilities as well as extend this

provision.   

Existing rail service and operations

3.6.16

Wellingborough station forms part of the Midland Main
Line service that operates between London -

Wellingborough - Kettering - Leicester and beyond. The
County Council's Local Transport Plan reports of this
service that the "frequency and journey times are good to

Kettering and Wellingborough, with good links to Bedford
and Luton (connecting to Thameslink)." 

3.6.17

Midland Main Line's existing franchise extends until 2006
and there are no plans for any major upgrading to existing
services. 

3.6.18

At present, there are three rail lines - a two-way

passenger service and a third freight loop. There are no
active plans to provide a fourth track. However, it is
considered strategically prudent to allow sufficient space

for the possibility of a fourth track to be added to the east
at some future time. This would be located 1.4m to the
east of the existing track, and would require a building

setback of 10m. This would facilitate provision of a future
east-west rail link between Wellingborough and
Northampton, should this be proven viable. The

desirability to provide such a link has been highlighted in
the Consultation Draft Milton Keynes South Midlands
(MKSM) Sub-Regional Strategy (July 2003).

3.6.19

Platforms 1 and 2 of the existing station are used
constantly, whilst platform 3 is only used occasionally.

Walkable catchment areas from the railway station

3.6.20

Figure 3.8 vividly demonstrates just how distorted the
walkable catchment area pattern is when existing
constraints are taken into account. The station building is

very poorly integrated with the existing town.  

Station related parking

3.6.21

The railway station has particular parking requirements.
At present, parking is provided in two surface-level car
parks to the north and south of the station, totalling

approximately 500 spaces (about 150 spaces north of the
station, 30 spaces adjacent to the station and 320 to the
south). Access is provided via Midland Road. 

The existing three tracked railway line
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Figure 3.9 Legibility
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