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3.  Workshop day 2: Defining the Role of Wellingborough in 2021: 
addressing growth to the east. 
 
Day two aimed to identify how development to the east of Wellingborough 

would contribute to achieving the aspiration identified for Wellingborough in 

2021 on day 1.  Four key issues that are common to towns and cities 

exploring growth options were addressed: 

- Local Character/Place Identity; 

- Coalescence/Separation; 

- Connectivity/ Movement; and 

- Location of Activity Areas. 

 
The participants were asked to undertake 6 key tasks: 
 

• TASK 1: to address local character and place identity by evaluating the 

site and its surrounding context; 

• TASK 2: carry out a SWOB analysis of the area east of 

Wellingborough; 

• TASK 3: add to the day 1 role delivery plan details specific to the 

eastern area; 

• TASK 4: address issues of coalescence/separation 

• TASK 5: address issues of connectivity, movement and activity. 

• TASK 6: each group to note down key issues that have not been  

• covered in the workshops 

3.1 Eastern growth area context:  

At the beginning of the second workshop day the participants were asked to 

provide information on the context of the proposed eastern growth area.  They 

were asked to carry out the first two tasks:   

1. produce mental maps of the area from memory 

and;  

2. complete an analysis of the strengths, weakness, 

opportunities and barriers to development (SWOB 

analysis). 
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3.1.1.  Eastern area mental mapping. 

The participants were asked to construct mental maps of the area to the east 

of Wellingborough.  The aim was to identify important local features that might 

be used in generating or enhancing local character in later detail design.  

Each participant was asked to construct their own mental map and then each 

group was asked to produce a composite map from their group’s individual 

efforts.  Table 11.0 lists the features recorded indicating their rank in terms of 

the number of composite mental maps on which they were shown – 

suggesting the level of awareness of the features. 

 

 
Table 11.0 Eastern area mental mapping results 
 No of composite mental 

maps on which the 

feature appeared. 

Rank 

River Ise 4 1 

River Nene 4 1 

Midland Road 4 1 

Chester Farm 4 1 

Landfill site 4 1 

Finedon 3 2 

Scrap yard south of A510 3 2 

Leyland Industrial Estate 3 2 

Sidegate lane 3 2 

Irthlingborough Rd 3 2 

Lakes SPA 3 2 

St Mary’s Church 2 3 

Pumping station 2 3 

Prologis 2 3 

Irchester Country park 2 3 

Woods to the east of Sidegate lane 2 3 

Irthlingborough 2 3 

Ridgeline 2 3 

Industrial estate north of the A510 1 4 

Railway sidings north of the A510 1 4 

Mill Road 1 4 

Views to Wellingborough 1 4 



43 

Table 11.0 Eastern area mental mapping results….continued. 
Sewage plant 1 4 

Swanspool Brook 1 4 

Ditchford Road Bridge 1 4 

Irthlingborough farm 1 4 

South facing slope/site 1 4 

Open farm land 1 4 

Kangaroo Spinney 1 4 

 

 

 Figures 5.0 to 8.0 show the four composite maps produced on day 2. 

 

 
Figure 5.0 Group A composite mental map 

 
Figure 6.0 Group B composite mental map 
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Figure 7.0 Group C composite mental map 

 
Figure 8.0 Group D composite mental map 

 

The mental mapping exercise simply records the features that people 

remember.  To identify whether the remembered features were regarded as 

positive, negative or neutral the participants were asked to undertake a 

S.W.O.B. analysis that would indicate how important some of these feature 

might be.  

 

3.1.3 Eastern area Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Barriers 

(S.W.O.B.) analysis. 

On completion of the mental mapping exercise the participants were issued 

with a site parameters plan (figure 9.0), taken around the eastern area by 

coach and were asked to complete a S.W.O.B. analysis of the area and its 

surroundings, identifying its strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and barriers 

in relation to their aspiration for Wellingborough in 2021.  The composite 

results offered the groups are shown on tables 12.0. to 15.0  The items are 

shown on the tables in the order they were given by the participants, starting 

with group A, at the workshop and present 6 identified area strengths, 11 
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weaknesses, 11 opportunities and 9 barriers. It is noticeable that several 

items appear in more than one table.  There was generally a high degree of 

overlap between each group’s analyses, but with some individual points also 

being made.  The main themes that developed through the S.W.O.B analysis 

are summarised after tables 12.0 to 15.0 below. 
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Figure 9.0 Indicative parameters plan – east of Wellingborough. 

 

 


