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1 Purpose of Report 

Presentation of urgent action request, dated 12 May 2010. 
 

2 Executive Summary 
An urgent action request was instigated 12 May 2010 to enable commissioning of 
an external independent investigation of matters pertaining to complaints made 
about the proper implementation of an approved planning application for a hard 
runway at Sywell Aerodrome, and of 3 formal complaints against a councillor, 
and complaints made by a councillor against 2 officers. 
 
The reason for urgency was to limit the likelihood of further issues being raised 
and the challenge to the effective operation of this Council. 
 
The relevant provider has been commissioned and the independent investigation 
has commenced. 

 
3 Appendices 

Urgent action request form dated 12 May 2010. 
 

 
4 Proposed Action: 
 
 The Committee is invited to note the urgent action request. 
 
 
5 Legal Powers 

The Council has powers to enter into contracts.  Paragraph 3.5.6 of the 
Constitution gives the Chief Executive, after consultation with the Mayor and 
Chairman of the Resources Committee, the power to take urgent action. 

 
6 Financial and Value For Money Implications  

The estimate for this investigation is £12,800 and will be met from the Council’s 
budget for this year by reducing budgets on less essential work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 Risk Analysis 
The likelihood of risk if the independent review was not to proceed is as follows:  
 
Nature of risk Consequences 

if realised 
Likelihood of 
occurrence 

Control 
measures 

Continuation of 
questioning of 
proper 
processes  

The effective 
operation of the 
Council would 
be challenged 

Highly Close channels 
for further 
communications 
while an 
independent 
review is carried 
out to determine 
course of action.

  
8 Implications for Resources 

£12,880.80 requested to cover quotation for independent review by external 
solicitors.  Funds are not held in current Council budgets.  Director of Resources 
will authorise virement from work of lesser priority in liaison with service 
managers. 
 

9 Author and Contact Officer 
Lyn Martin-Bennison 
Chief Executive 
 

10 Consultees 
Cllr J Bailey, Leader of Council 
Cllr P Bell, Deputy Leader 
Sue Lyons, Head of Legal Services 

 
11 Background Papers 

Planning permissions  
Complaints received  
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