
Dated 20th April 2020 
 
Ecton Neighbourhood Development Plan Independent Examination – Examiner 
letter seeking clarification of matters 
 
Further your letter of 10th April 2020 this is a joint response agreed on behalf of 
Ecton Parish Council and the Borough Council of Wellingborough. 
 
Policy 3 
 
Part 4 of Policy 3 refers to market housing essential to the delivery of a rural 
exception site. Part 4 of Policy 3 does not seek to introduce any additional affordable 
housing requirement but seeks to encourage proposals to make the market housing 
element of a scheme available for sale solely to residents of the Neighbourhood 
Area for an agreed period of time. Paragraph 34 of the Framework states “Plans 
should set out the contributions expected from development” and “Such policies 
should not undermine the deliverability of the Plan.” Paragraph 31 of the Framework 
states “The preparation and review of all policies should be underpinned by relevant 
and up-to-date evidence. This should be adequate and proportionate, focussed 
tightly on supporting and justifying the policies concerned, and take into account 
relevant market signals.” Could you please direct me to the existing evidence that 
justifies the approach relating to market homes?  
 

Clarification:  
The Housing Needs Survey (2017) referenced at paragraph 3.19 of the Neighbourhood Plan 
identifies a need, albeit limited, for market housing from local residents.  However, the 
Strategic Housing Market Assessment Update (referenced at paragraph 5.2.9) highlights the 
significant, expected growth in older households across North Northamptonshire during the 
period to 2031. This is recognised in Policy 30 (Housing Mix and Tenure) of the North 
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS).  
 
Census data (2011), (see paragraph 3.17 of the Neighbourhood Plan) indicates that the 
proportion of the population aged 65 and over and aged 45-59 was higher in Ecton than 
across England as a whole. The need to enable older people to downsize and free up under 
occupied family housing is recognised in paragraph 9.42 of the JCS. Encouraging a provider 
of market housing to give priority to the local population in the first instance could therefore 
provide an opportunity during the Plan period to meet the needs of residents wishing to 
remain in Ecton, including older residents wishing to downsize. Policy 3 (Rural exception 
sites) of the Neighbourhood Plan was supported at the Emerging Draft Plan (2016) stage  by 
over 79% of respondents to the 2016 questionnaire as noted on page 15 of the Consultation 
Statement.   
 
 
Policy 6 
 
In commenting on the representations of other parties the Parish Council has 
provided details of consultation with agents acting on behalf of the owners of 
proposed Local Green Spaces 3 and 4. Could you please provide details of 
consultation with the owners of proposed Local Green spaces 1 and 2.  

http://www.wellingborough.gov.uk/info/200149/affordable_housing_and_development/1233/housing_need_survey/2
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/20141023-NNJPU-SHMA%20Update-Housing%20Reqs%20Tech%20Report%20-%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Joint%20Core%20Strategy%202011-2031%20High%20Res%20version%20for%20website.pdf
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Joint%20Core%20Strategy%202011-2031%20High%20Res%20version%20for%20website.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KPjJRTFDn-OCzgTn6s2golRrA37z7hpV/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KPjJRTFDn-OCzgTn6s2golRrA37z7hpV/view


 
Could you please confirm the numbering of proposed Local Green Spaces 3 and 4 
should be reversed in the Policy so as to match the numbering on the Policies Map -
Village Inset. 
 

Clarification: 
The play area at the junction of Northampton Road and Wellingborough Road (site 1) is 
owned by Ecton Parish Council. In respect of the grounds of St Mary Magdalene’s Church 
(site 2) the tables on page 5/6 and 7/8 of the Consultation Statement indicates that the 
church was consulted on the Emerging Draft Plan (2016) and the Pre-Submission Draft Plan 
(2019). No comments were received on either occasion.    
 
We can confirm that the numbering of Local Green Spaces 3 and 4 in Policy 6 should be 
reversed to reflect the numbering on the Policies Map – Village Inset. 

 
Policy 7 
 
The term “shall have regard to” is without consequence and does not provide a basis 
for the determination of planning proposals. The term “protect” does not have 
sufficient regard for national policy set out in the Framework which seeks to 
conserve the significance of heritage assets. The limitation to proposals within the 
Conservation Area does not have sufficient regard for national policy set out in 
paragraph 190 of the Framework which recognises development can affect the 
setting of a heritage asset. Could you please confirm it is intended the opening 
paragraph of the policy should reflect national policy and meet the requirement of 
clarity established in paragraph 16d) of the NPPF by being worded as follows “To be 
supported development proposals, including extensions, must demonstrate 
consideration of the impact on the significance of the Ecton Conservation Area, in 
particular with respect to the following positive and locally distinctive characteristics 
identified in the Ecton Conservation Area Appraisal:” 
 
Could you please confirm parts 8 and 9 of the Policy should be free standing 
paragraphs and not sub sections of the first paragraph of the policy? 
 
 

Clarification: 
We can confirm that parts 8, 9 and 10 of the Policy are not sub-sections of the first 

paragraph. In addition, we are content with the form of wording proposed at the beginning 
of the policy. 
 
‘must demonstrate consideration’ 
 
 
 
Policy 9 
 
My request for clarification refers specifically to physical separation. Could you 
please indicate types of development that could occur within the area identified as 



“sensitive to coalescence” that would not undermine the physical separation of Ecton 
village from Northampton.   

 
Clarification: 
Policy SS1 (Villages) of the Plan for the Borough of Wellingborough establishes a ‘village 
boundary’ to interpret whether a site is within or adjacent to the village of Ecton for the 
purposes of Policy 11 and Policy 13 of the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS).  
Land beyond the village boundary is defined as open countryside.  
 
Table 1 (Spatial Roles) on page 77 of the JCS establishes the strategy for development in the 
open countryside. It is explained that ‘Development will be carefully managed to safeguard 
the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside and to maintain distinctive and 
separate settlements by ensuring that development does not result in coalescence. Some 
small rural settlements with a dispersed built form may be designated as open countryside, 
where development will be limited. Support for agricultural and forestry enterprises and 
other appropriate rural businesses. Opportunities for diversification including the re-use of 
buildings and new tourism, recreation and renewable energy based activities. Opportunities 
will be taken to enhance the Green Infrastructure that provides an essential biodiversity and 
recreational resource and delivers other key ecosystem services such as flood risk 
management and carbon capture’  
 
Relevant policies of the Development Plan will be determined by the nature, scale and 
location of the proposed development. Criterion 2d of Policy 11 of the JCS indicates that: 

 Rural diversification and the appropriate re-use of rural buildings will be supported in 
accordance with Policy 25.  

 Renewable energy developments will be considered under Policy 26; and  

  Other forms of development will be resisted in the open countryside unless there are 
special circumstances as set out in Policy 13 or national policy.  

Policy 13 of the JCS outlines the circumstances in which residential development will be 
permitted in the open countryside. In addition, Policy H6 of the Plan for the Borough of 
Wellingborough provides for single plot exception sites for self-build on land adjoining the 
village boundary. 

 
Policy 10 
 
Would you please confirm a description “public footpaths reference TE2, TE3, TE4, 
and TE5 to the west of Ecton” would adequately identify public footpaths west of 
Ecton north of the A45 and south of the A4500. 
 
Would you please confirm a description “public footpath reference TE1” would 
adequately identify the public footpath east of Ecton that affords views of Ecton Hall 
and the adjoining parkland.  

 
Clarification: 
The location and numbering of public rights of way can be viewed on Northamptonshire 
County Council’s website. Footpaths TE2, TE3. TE4 and TE5 are located west of Ecton 
between the A45 and A4500. The mapping also shows that TE8 is located between West St 

https://wellingborough-consult.objective.co.uk/portal/wellingboroughplan/pbw_adopted?pointId=s1538483510838#section-s1538483510838
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/docs/Joint%20Core%20Strategy%202011-2031%20High%20Res%20version%20for%20website.pdf
http://maps.northamptonshire.gov.uk/#x=482547,y=263472,zoom=7,base=NCC,layers=Row|,search=,fade=false,mX=0,mY=0
http://maps.northamptonshire.gov.uk/#x=482547,y=263472,zoom=7,base=NCC,layers=Row|,search=,fade=false,mX=0,mY=0


and High St. The public right of way east of Ecton which affords views of Ecton Hall and the 
adjoining parkland is referenced TE1 on the website and also in the photograph below 
paragraph 5.5.9 of the Submission Plan. 


