
Plan for the Borough of Wellingborough Sustainability Appraisal 

Site Appraisal Framework 

Para 1.3: ‘Schedule of legal compliance’ on p.3 of the SA (SA 1) explains that to meet the 
SEA Regulations the Council is required to set out in the SA: 
 “An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with, and a description of how 
the assessment was undertaken including any difficulties (such as technical deficiencies or 
lack of know-how) encountered in compiling the required information.” 
 
This section of the SA explains that “the rationale for establishing what alternatives are 
reasonable is set out in Chapter 8.2 (for housing growth and distribution), Section 9.2 (for 
rural housing growth and distribution), and Section 10.2 (for site options). The Council’s 
reasons for selecting or discarding alternatives are also included within these discussions.” 
 
The methodology for undertaking the site appraisals is set out in Section 6, (summarised 
from the Council’s Housing Allocation Methods.) including acknowledgement of assumptions 
made and any limitations. The site appraisal methodology is summarised in Section 6.2. 
 
Para 6.2.1 sets out that “A framework for assessing sites for the PBW has also been 
developed using the SA Framework as a basis for identifying relevant criteria. Section 5 of 
the site assessment framework assesses biodiversity.”  
 
Appendix C: Summarises the Site appraisals 
 
Consideration of Biodiversity 
 
The discussion of the effects on Biodiversity is set out on pages 128-130 of the SA.  
 
This is summarised on p.147 and the SA concludes: 
 
“ With regards to biodiversity, the majority of development is not within close proximity to 
designated habitats. The potential for increased recreational pressure on the Upper Nene 
Valley SPA is anticipated to be manageable (According to the JCS HRA), and a mitigation 
strategy has been prepared to ensure this is the case. Furthermore, the GI strategy, in 
combination with site specific enhancement measures at the SUEs is predicted to have a 
significant positive effect on biodiversity by strengthening the quality and linkages 
between habitats.” 
 


