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Sue L. Bateman

From: Paul Tame <Paul.Tame@nfu.org.uk>

Sent: 10 January 2018 15:12

To: policyandregeneration - Shared Mailbox

Subject: FW: Irchester, Knuston and Little Irchester Neighbourhood Plan

This Message originated outside your organisation. 

Thank you for consulting the NFU about the neighbourhood development plan. Our general comments on the 

neighbourhood plan are as follows:- 

The NFU has 4,800 farmer members out of the 6,000 farmers in the East Midlands region who are commercial farmers. 

About 75 per cent of land within this part of Northamptonshire is farmed. The viability and success of farmers near 

Irchester, Knuston and Little Irchester is crucial to the local economy and the environment. Farmers need local plan 

policies which enable:- 

  

- New farm buildings needed by the business. This could be for regulatory reasons (e.g. new slurry stores) or 

because new or more crops and livestock are being farmed (grain stores, barns, livestock housing etc).  

- Farm and rural diversification. Some farmers will be in a good position to diversify into equine businesses, on 

farm leisure and tourism and in other sectors which will help boost the local economy and support the farm 

business. 

- On farm renewable energy. Farms can be ideal places for  wind turbines, pv, solar, anaerobic digestion, biomass 

and biofuels plant provided they do not cause nuisance to others. The UK must meet a target of 15% 

renewables by 2020. Currently we are not meeting this target but on farm renewables can help us to meet it.  

- Conversion of vernacular buildings on farms into new business use or residential use. This enables parts of older 

buildings to be preserved whilst helping the economy and the farm business.  

  

The NFU will be looking to see that the neighbourhood plan has policies which positively encourage the above and do 

not deter them because of, for example, restrictive landscape designations and sustainable transport policies which 

imply that all development needs to be by a bus stop. There can also be issues about new buildings being sited too close 

to noisy or smelly farm buildings which cause nuisance to new householders and lead to abatement notices being 

served on longstanding businesses. We would urge the local planning authority to be especially careful before granting 

permission to residential development near to bad neighbour uses. 

  

Paul Tame, Regional Environment and Rural Policy Adviser, NFU East Midlands Region, Agriculture House, North Gate, 

Uppingham, Rutland, LE15 9NX, tel. 01572 824255, email paul.tame@nfu.org.uk 
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