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19th February 2018 
 
Julie Thomas 
Head of Planning and Local Development 
Planning Policy and Regeneration 
Borough Council of Wellingborough 
Swanspool House 
Doddington Road 
Wellingborough, NN8 1BP 
 
 
Dear Ms Thomas, 
 
Irchester, Knuston and Little Irchester Neighbourhood Plan (2011-2031) 
Consultation on Regulation 16 Draft Document 
 
Thank you for inviting comments in response to the Regulation 16 Consultation on the Draft 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) for Irchester, Knuston and Little Irchester.  
 
As a local strategy, the plan is well-written and the community should be proud that their 
NDP has reached this stage. However, I would like to make two important observations: 
 

1. The NDP says little about providing for the future employment needs of both the 
local community and of residents living in the wider area. The proximity of the parish 
to the Nene Valley Dual Carriageway (A45) provides easy access to the strategic 
road network and it is important that the NDP does not inadvertently place obstacles 
that may restrict high quality, well planned employment growth along this corridor. 
 

2. The parish is well located to Rushden (and the Rushden Lakes shopping centre) 
where there are known congestion problems on the road network. The plan does 
not refer to this relationship or the opportunities that would be brought by new 
development within the parish, on land between the village of Knuston and the A45 
(east of the Midland Mainline). The emerging NDP presents an opportunity to give 
local support for essential improvements to the A45 as part of a new employment 
development. 
 

Thank you again for allowing the opportunity to comment on the emerging plan. I would be 
grateful if you could keep me informed of developments as the NDP reaches is final stages. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Nic Thomas                     
 

 


