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This report summarises the results of an exercise to identify the distribution of green infrastructure 

(GI) assets and local GI corridors within the Wellingborough urban area.  

The Borough Council of Wellingborough expressed a desire to identify how local GI corridors could 

be refined, maintained and enhanced in accordance with Policy 19 of the recently adopted North 

Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy 2011-2031 (JCS). It commissioned Northamptonshire County 

Council to undertake a study of local GI resources and suggest areas where local GI corridors might 

be delineated to inform the Wellingborough Local Plan (Part 2). 

Paragraph 7.6 of the JCS recognises the role of local GI corridors: ‘The sub-regional GI network is 

complemented by local GI corridors. These cover a variety of land uses and provide opportunities for 

projects and investment at a smaller, more local scale. Increasing the range of uses within each local 

corridor will improve benefits at the community level. The local corridor locations are indicative: 

their alignment and extent can be defined further through more detailed studies, including 

Sustainable Urban Extension, Masterplans, Part 2 Local Plans and Neighbourhood Plans.’    

Wellingborough Town enjoys a wealth of GI assets, at the heart of which is its linear park. Significant 

new GI will also be created within two new urban extensions: Wellingborough East (Stanton Cross) 

and North West Wellingborough (Upper Redhill). The town lies adjacent to the Upper Nene Valley 

Gravel Pits Special Protection Area, located within the Nene Valley (Northampton – Wansford) sub-

regional green infrastructure corridor. Identifying local corridors will create an integrated GI 

framework for Wellingborough Town and its immediate surroundings.  

This exercise was limited to the Wellingborough urban area. A recent Northamptonshire County 

Council study revealed that Wellingborough’s rural GI assets are quite spread out, and aren’t found 

in patterns or concentrations which suggest actual corridors.1 Furthermore, relatively little is known 

about movement patterns in the Borough’s rural communities. Together these two factors make it 

somewhat difficult at present to identify local GI corridors in the rural area. The local corridors 

identified in Joint Core Strategy Figure 17 therefore remain in effect. This is not to imply that green 

infrastructure in rural Wellingborough is being downgraded or is somehow less important than in 

Wellingborough Town. Rather, within the rural area there is currently insufficient evidence to 

support refinements to the established local corridors reflected in the JCS. 

Background 

A county GI network was first described in 2006 through work undertaken for the River Nene 

Regional Park (RNRP).2 The network consists of sub-regional and local GI corridors. Sub-regional 

corridors broadly follow the main rivers, connect Northamptonshire’s larger settlements and extend 

into adjacent counties. Local corridors are smaller in scale and connect smaller communities to 

larger ones and to each other.  

The network was based primarily on waterways, concentrations of biodiversity and known 

movement patterns.3 It was also informed by studies of landscape and historic environment 
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character. The focus on biodiversity and access was reflected in Natural England’s 2009 GI guidance, 

which outlined a GI typology that included: 

 Parks and gardens 

 Amenity greenspace 

 Natural and semi-natural urban greenspaces 

 Green corridors 

 Other (allotments, community gardens, city farms, cemeteries and churchyards)4. 

The scope of GI assets has in many local authorities been broadened to include greater emphasis on 

landscape value and the historic environment. This recognises the strong interrelationship between 

these themes and the natural environment. Landscape value for example is strongly linked to the 

presence of woodlands and field boundaries5, and landscape restoration often involves recreating or 

enhancing these features. Similarly historic features like ridge and furrow fields can have important 

ecological value, and managing important archaeological sites often involves controlling ecological 

succession through conservation grazing. The 2005 Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) for the East 

Midlands included historic sites in its definition of GI6. While the RSS has been revoked this more 

comprehensive GI concept continues to be regarded as good practice7 and has been adopted by 

many local authorities in their GI strategies. Green infrastructure guidance for the Milton Keynes 

South Midlands Growth Area – which includes Northamptonshire – includes heritage areas among GI 

assets and states that ‘GI should contribute to the protection, conservation and management of 

historic landscape, archaeological and built heritage assets8. 

In 2016 Northamptonshire County Council conducted a strategic study of GI asset distribution within 

the county. The results are intended to inform GI planning at the district scale, however they are not 

in themselves sufficiently detailed to allow for the delineation of local GI corridors. The current 

exercise has been conducted to identify where in Wellingborough local GI corridors might best be 

considered.  

Green infrastructure in Wellingborough Town 

The core of Wellingborough’s green infrastructure asset base is its linear park, which consists of two 

main branches. The first of these extends from the town centre along Swanspool Brook west to the 

A509 at Wilby. The second follows Hatton Brook from Finedon Road Industrial Estate southwest 

through the north part of town to Park Farm Industrial Estate. Smaller offshoots of the park are 

located along Great Harrowden Brook at Redhill Grange and east of the town centre through Castle 

Fields to the River Ise. 

Wellingborough has two Sustainable Urban Extensions (SUE) currently in progress, and which will 

contribute new green infrastructure to the existing network. While the precise GI boundaries within 
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the developments are not yet determined, indicative boundaries have been employed in this study. 

A key expanse of new GI will be delivered by the Wellingborough East SUE, which will create parks, 

access routes and new habitat along the River Ise. The Ise was identified by RNRP as a sub-regional 

GI corridor. However a recent study revealed a relative lack of existing GI assets in the river valley9. 

The Wellingborough East GI will therefore make a significant contribution to enhancing this corridor. 

The North West Wellingborough SUE will create new GI along the ridgeline north of the town. 

Current plans indicate that this will connect to the north of Park Farm Industrial Estate. 

Methodology 

A range of GI assets were plotted in MapInfo to obtain an overall picture of asset distribution within 

Wellingborough Town (Figure 1). Assets were drawn from four of the five themes mentioned above: 

 Access 

 Biodiversity 

 Historic environment (Conservation Areas and Scheduled Monuments) 

 Open space. 

Landscape was not included as the town does not have any areas of tranquillity or designated 

landscape areas. Conservation Areas can however be considered to contribute to landscape value as 

they do to the historic environment. 

Figure 1  Green infrastructure assets in and around Wellingborough Town 
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Green infrastructure is about multifunctionality. The GI assets map was therefore examined to 

identify areas which are important for more than one of the themes listed above (i.e. where 

different theme layers overlap). These tended to be important local access routes (most) and historic 

environment or biodiversity sites, which also served as open space. Glamis Meadow for example is a 

Local Nature Reserve (biodiversity), has important cycle/footpaths (access) and is located within the 

linear park (open space). Most of Wellingborough’s multifunctional spaces are located within the 

linear park. Collectively these multifunctional spaces form a base on which local GI corridors can be 

identified. (Figure 2). 

Figure 2  Multifunctional open spaces within Wellingborough 

 

Extrapolating from the multifunctional areas to delineate GI corridors is a matter of judgement, and 

different interpretations are possible. For example, Swanspool Brook provides a natural corridor east 

of the town centre toward the River Ise. On the other hand a study has shown that London Road is a 

prime route for visitors to the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA10, so one might perceive the 

corridor to run through the playing fields and Stonegate Meadow to the River Nene. The corridors 

suggested in Figure 3 are the author’s interpretation and may be refined by Wellingborough Council. 

In particular, there is scope to extend them into any future development. Figure 4 illustrates the 

relationship between the suggested local corridors and the sub-regional corridors established by 

RNRP and reflected in the JCS. 
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Figure 3  Suggested local green infrastructure corridors for Wellingborough Town 

 

Figure 4  Suggested local GI corridors in relation to sub-regional GI corridors 

 



Discussion and Recommendations 

Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA 

In addition to direct threats to the SPA from poorly designed or located development, Natural 

England considers the SPA to be ‘at risk’ from increasing recreational disturbance. London Road is a 

prime route used by Wellingborough residents to access the SPA. It is also a potential local GI 

corridor, providing access, open space and biodiversity interest. It should be noted that delineating 

such a corridor could be perceived as encouraging access to the SPA. This could have Habitats 

Regulations implications, in which case Natural England should be consulted for advice.  

Green infrastructure in SUEs 

As mentioned above, new GI will be delivered through the Wellingborough East (WEAST) and 

Wellingborough North SUEs. The detailed plans for Wellingborough North are not quite as advanced 

as those for WEAST so the GI boundaries are much more indicative. At least one plan shows sports 

fields and other open space on the western boundary of the SUE. It may be that these would link or 

could be linked up with GI assets in the Appleby Lodge Employment Area, forming a GI loop with the 

Hatton Brook corridor.  

Movement patterns within Wellingborough Town 

The access elements of this mapping exercise were drawn from maps of Rights of Way, footpaths 

and cycle paths. These indicate only where access infrastructure exists but not how, whether and 

how much it is actually used. The 2014 Footprint Ecology study did provide data on movement 

patterns to the SPA. An attempt was made to find discussion groups and other resources with 

information on commuting routes and other key movement patterns. This was unsuccessful so it 

may be that Wellingborough Council could in future undertake a study to identify where in the 

access network to best target resources.   

Conclusions 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that local plans should plan for the creation, 

protection, enhancement and management of green infrastructure. This is not only in the interest of 

conserving the natural environment (paragraph 114) but adapting communities to the effects of 

climate change as well (paragraph 99). The JCS sets out the strategic approach to GI across North 

Northamptonshire (Policy 19), and makes provision for Part 2 Local Plans to refine local GI corridors.   

Investing in GI can help deliver a range of other policy objectives, including water and flood 

management, biodiversity conservation and health and wellbeing. Evidence reveals that areas of 

multifunctionality are concentrated within urban Wellingborough, in particular within the linear park 

system. This exercise has identified and suggested a local GI network comprised of existing and 

planned assets in line with the JCS and current Planning Practice Guidance.11 This will need to be 

translated into policy to ensure that the range of GI benefits continues to be delivered and enhanced 

through Wellingborough’s Local Plan (Part 2).  
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