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Access and Movement

The objective is to create a pedestrian priority 
environment in the centre of the site.  Vehicle access 
will be restricted so that the emphasis is placed on 
people thereby making friendly, relaxed, soft landscape 
spaces and hard landscape urban piazzas that are free 
from cars and other vehicles.

In order to achieve this and as part of the management 
of these areas vehicular movement will be restricted 
to the other perimeter of the site, with service access 
limited to specifi c hours for deliveries etc to the piazza 
areas. (see Figure 4 opposite)

Site Access for Vehicles

It is proposed that the development will have three 
principal vehicle access points:

• South Access.  Talbot Road North, off Mill Road 
and the adjacent existing short cul de sac.

• West Access. Off Eastfi eld Road using the existing 
vehicle access which serves Ambron House.

• North Access. Off Finedon Road using the existing 
access to the industrial/commercial premises.

• From these points vehicles move along a series of 
avenues at the outer perimeter of the site.  The car 
parks are accessed at these avenues at ground or 
lower ground level.

• Access to the allotment area is from this perimeter 
avenue.

• A secondary network of internal streets creates 
building zones, suitable for apartment buildings or 
terrace or mews type housing.

Pedestrian and Cycle Network

Figure 1 illustrates the pedestrian and cycle network. 
Provide sketches/pictures of proposed materials.

As previously states the design emphasis is towards 
the creation of predominantly pedestrian places.  The 
road layout is therefore deemed to be of secondary 
importance and it designed to support place making 
and to give direct access to the streets and squares as 
well as to open up vistas to the surrounding landscape.

Another important objective of the design is to 
strengthen and promote external links.  The scheme 
is not a stand alone development, introverted and 
enclosed rather it should be seen as a positive 
contribution the areas as a whole, seamlessly 
interlinked into the surrounds.  Therefore it is a specifi c 
design objective is to create pedestrian and cycle 
connections to the station, to the Town Centre, and to 
the surrounding Castle Ward neighbourhood.

Internal Routes

The intention is to use the existing topography and 
landscape features to create a series of interesting and 
varied routes through the site, connecting to key features.

The key pedestrian routes and places within the site are:

• From the north west to the south east.  From the 
Finedon Road several new path links are proposed 
through the allotments to link to the landscape 
parkland via a wide terrace of steps and stepped 
ramps to Mill Road and the railway station beyond.

• From north to south. From Finedon Road southwards 
around the perimeter of the buildings, through the 
parkland to the station or to the commercial piazza at 
the access to Eastfi eld Road.

• The intention is to create a series of walks through 
townscape and landscape spaces.  There will 
be recreational routes for cycling and walking 
incorporating places to stop and sit, places to have a 
coffee or just enjoy the landscape.
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Figure 4:  Movement Framework
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Within the site the proposed plan seeks to preserve 
and retain other important existing landscape uses and 
features such as:

• protected trees,
• allotment areas,
• naturally regenerated woodland around the old 

quarry.
• Woodland block off Finedon Road

These elements form the basis of the proposed 
landscape structure.  The design shows introduced 
structural tree and ornamental planting to further 
embellish the scheme and create a structure of 
landscape elements to contribute to the defi nition, 
identity and character of the Eastfi eld development.

5.0 Landscape and Ecology

Existing landscape elements

Along the eastern boundary on the embankment of 
the old railway freight sidings there is signifi cant tree 
growth that composes much of the skyline.  This area 
is adjacent too the site but not in it.  However there is 
an important relationship to the site as the trees are 
visually signifi cant and will provide future screening 
to the development.  In addition this area has been 
identifi ed as a nature conservation area.  It is important 
to retain and enhance the wildlife corridor that links the 
railway embankment across the site through the natural 
wooded area around the quarry workings, on throught 
the alloment areas to the existing stand of trees off 
Finedon Road in the north west corner of the site.    

5.1 Landscape and Ecology strategy




