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11.3 PUBLIC TRANSPORT

11.3.1. The 2008 Masterplan’s road structure was been 

designed to allow efficient bus routing. It provides a 

number of alternative options for bus circuits to the north 

and south and phasing opportunities (refer to Figure 25).  

This has been retained in the 2015 Masterplan. 

11.3.2. The Midland Road Route into the site will provide 

the principal bus route linking the town centre, the Station 

Interchange and the Neighbourhood Centre. From the 

Neighbourhood Centre the bus routes will loop north 

and south through the development and back into the 

town via Finedon Road, and the Southern Access (Route 

2).  Within the site the bus loops can utilise the principal 

routes identified above and/or specific bus avenues. 

These include a direct link from the Neighbourhood 

Centre through the Ise Valley residential area to the Ise 

Local Centre. 

11.3.3. The plan indicates potential locations for bus 

stops at key gateways (e.g. to employment areas), 

connections (e.g. to the public footpath network) and focal 

uses (e.g. schools and recreation areas). This provides 

comprehensive coverage across the whole development 

so that nowhere is further than 400m (5 minutes walk), 

and for the most part no more than approximately 250m, 

from a bus stop. Stops are proposed to incorporate 

comfortable and safe shelters and potentially integrated 

timetable information.

Station Interchange

11.3.4. The station located on Midland Road provides a 

logical axis for the proposed development’s integration 

with the existing town and the centre of a integrated 

transport network. The area around the railway station 

is, therefore, proposed to be developed as a multi-

modal interchange. This will maximise integration and 

connectivity with the town as well as encourage the co-

ordination and use of alternative modes of transport to 

the car, offering significant sustainability benefits.
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11.4 PEDESTRIAN & CYCLISTS

11.4.1. The needs of pedestrians and cyclists are 

prioritised above that of private vehicle users in the overall 

road structure to ensure the delivery of a sustainable 

development.  Figure 26 illustrates the new and enhanced 

pedestrian and cycle routes in the Masterplan. This 

indicates how they will link into the wider network. 

11.4.2. There are a number of dedicated pedestrian 

and cycle routes to ensure connectivity by the provision 

of safe and convenient routes from the site into the 

existing built-form.  Of particular relevance to the outline 

planning application proposals is the enhancement of the 

existing (and historic) Mill Road route (UM008, UM009 

& UM010).  Mill Road bridge over the railway forms a 

primary historic link and desire line to the town centre 

and should, therefore, be utilised as one of the principal 

pedestrian and cycle routes into the development from 

the town. This route will follow its historic route across the 

Ise Valley, with a new bridge over the River Ise, to link to 

the recreation area on the ridge and the Neighbourhood 

Centre within the development. It will then continue to the 

additional proposed residential development and public 

open space on the ridge.

11.4.3. Other key routes include a new route that will 

connect Midland Road to Station Island, the Town Park 

and the development via a new pedestrian crossing at the 

Station Interchange. A connection from Irthlingborough 

Road to the Nene Local Centre and Nene Valley beyond 

through the southern green link, and routes along the 

Rive Ise and through the Country Park.  These are all 

retained in the 2015 Masterplan. 

11.4.4. The 2015 Masterplan also retains the pedestrian 

and cycle routes to be provided along all of the access and 

principal roads, and within the core of the development 

where the design of the avenues and streets allow cyclists 

to be integrated with vehicles on the carriageways. There 

is also the potential to create “Homes Zones” where all 

users are fully integrated to ensure pedestrian priority.



FIGURE 26: CONNECTIVITY
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11.5 CAR PARKING STRATEGY

11.5.1 Parking will mainly be provided on driveways to 

the front or side of properties. Where parking is recessed 

to the side of properties the building line will help to 

screen cars from view.  Where possible, parking will be 

provided on plot, and larger properties will have garages 

(including integral garages on some wider units). 

11.5.2. On the Principal routes, where there is no direct 

access to individual properties, parking will be provided 

to the rear. The principal roads and streets will be wide 

enough to allow informal parking on street for visitors 

or delivery/refuse/emergency vehicles without causing 

obstruction. Where apartments are provided (limited) 

some rear courtyard parking may be necessary.    

11.5.3. The quantum of parking provided will be in 

accordance with the County Council’s guidelines.

11.6 INCLUSIVE ACCESS

11.6.1 The detailed design of the proposed 

development should enable everybody to move around 

freely without encountering unnecessary obstructions. 

This is particularly important for pedestrians and cyclists 

and those less able to move about, such as the elderly, 

visually impaired or those who need to use a wheelchair.  

The majority of the inclusive access principles will be 

applied at reserved matters stage.

11.6.2. The former Commission for Architecture and 

the Built Environment (CABE) set out the principles of 

inclusive design as:

• Inclusive  - so everyone can use it safely, easily and 

with dignity.

• Responsive: taking account of what people say they 

need and want.

• Flexible: so different people can use them in different 

ways.

• Convenient: so everyone can use them without too 

much effort or separation.

• Accommodating: for all people, regardless of their 

age, gender, mobility, ethnicity or circumstances.

• Welcoming: with no disabling barriers that night 

exclude some people. 

• Realistic: offering more than one solution to help 

balance everyone’s needs and recognising that one 

solution may not work for all.
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