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policyandregeneration - Shared Mailbox

From: Jonathan Alms >

Sent: 18 December 2015 10:00

To: policyandregeneration - Shared Mailbox

Cc: JJ Alms (home)

Subject: NOTIFICATION OF PUBLICITY OF THE WOLLASTON NEIGHBOURHOOD 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

I am writing regarding the Wollaston Neighbourhood Plan which is open for consultation at 

Wellingborough BC.  

 

I should declare my interest in that I am a Parish Councillor for Wollaston, but I am not part of the WNP 

Steering Committee, which is formed of other Councillors. As such, I am perhaps more aware of the details 

and workings of the WNP than many members of the village over the last 4 years. 

 

Firstly, I would like to say that an enormous amount of detailed work, study and analysis has gone into the 

Plan and the NPC should be commended on their work. However, I believe the entire basis of the Plan is 

flawed, given that the intention of The Localism Act 2011 is to give the power of decision making to local 

communities. From the start, the Plan has been based on a “top down” allocation of housing from 

Wellingborough BC, over which residents have no control or say. We were asked to vote on the amount of 

housing development we thought was wanted for the village, but there was no option to vote for less than 

the minimum number of 160 houses. The village was therefore given a Hobson’s choice and, thereafter, it 

was a question of deciding how the minimum number of houses would be added to what is already a 

crowded and overdeveloped village. 

 

My main points of objection to the plan are: 

 

1. The proposed development is outside the existing village envelope and will be on current farming 

land 

2. The village infrastructure is already overcrowded, with insufficient parking, road capacity and 

access to main routes. The existing facilities in the village, including shops, schools, playing fields, 

village hall etc are all under pressure, due to the demand from the village. 

3. Wollaston has already experienced an increase in population of 14.9% between 2001 and 2011 

(Census information). Further large “bolt on” developments have taken place over the last 40 

years, causing the village to have outgrown its natural capacity, character and size. 

4. Wollaston’s size means that it has already lost much of its rural character and sense of community. 

A further expansion of approximately 300 to 350 people onto the edge of the existing boundary 

will further detract from its rural identity until it then becomes a small town, which is not the 

intention of the Government or of this village. 

5. The top-down allocation of housing development to all the principal villages in Northamptonshire is 

not only unfair and unreasonable, but it is also misguided. Expanding villages further and further 

causes them to lose their rural character and sense of community, but also does not taken into 

account the existing infrastructure and facilities they contain. A much more practical approach 

would be to build a new town which can be properly planned and include all the necessary 

infrastructure and facilities required for a large scale development. The development of some 3000 
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houses to the East of Wellingborough would be a case in point and it would be much fairer on all 

the rural villages for new development to be fractionally larger, rather than further increasing the 

size of villages, which are not designed to just grow and grow. 

 

I believe that further consultation is required at both the Borough and village level to discuss how 

development across the County is promulgated with the minimum impact on the current communities and 

population. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

JONATHAN ALMS 
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