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Dear Mike, 

 
Determination of the need for ‘Appropriate Assessment’ under the Habitats Directive 
In relation to the draft Wollaston Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Following your request for the Borough Council of Wellingborough to determine the likelihood of any 
adverse impact caused by your plan on any local Natura 2000 site we are now pleased to 
summarise and present our qualified response within this letter. 
 
The primary matters for consideration is whether the plan as a whole or any aspect of the plan may 
give rise to ‘Likely Significant Effects’ (LSE) on the nearby Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special 
Protection Area (SPA). 
 
We can confirm that we are in receipt of a detailed written response from Natural England, dated 23 
March 2015, in relation to this matter, a copy of which is attached to this letter (below). We 
understand that this response was informed by a number of documents forwarded to Natural 
England by the Parish Council, including a sites assessment report that indicated the likely 
allocations to be included in the plan (including proposed uses and quantum of growth) and a 
substantial professionally prepared ecological study covering the principal development site at 
Hookhams Path. It is clear from the response that they were entirely satisfied that the information 
made available to them was enough to allow them to provide an informed view. In turn, it was 
recommended that no LSE’s would be likely and that no Appropriate Assessment would be required. 
 
Since the receipt of the response from Natural England in March 2015 the North Northamptonshire 
Joint Core Strategy (JCS) has been submitted for examination including a number of focused 
changes and accompanied by an addendum to the HRA for the plan. Changes to these documents 
have been taken into account by the Council when providing our determination in relation to LSE 
and the need for Appropriate Assessment as well as the following: 

 

 The draft Wollaston Neighbourhood Plan is in general conformity with the adopted Core 
Spatial Strategy, which was subject to HRA, and will not provide for a level of growth 
significantly greater than that supported by the adopted plan. 

 The draft Wollaston Neighbourhood Plan is appropriately in line with the submitted JCS and 
does not provide for any growth additional to that set out in Policy 29. Mitigation measures for 
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this level of growth are being addressed through a mitigation strategy for the Upper Nene 
Valley SPA that should inform the delivery of the housing proposed by the plan.  

 At the same time it is important to recognise that the need for the mitigation strategy 
accompanying the NNJCS is predicated on the basis that the total number of homes 
proposed within the catchment of the SPA up to 2031 would give rise to LSEs. It has been 
identified by Natural England that the scope of the neighbourhood plan in itself would be 
unlikely to give rise to any LSEs. This is due to a combination of lack of any habitats on the 
development sites that would support migrant birds and the provision of local Green 
Infrastructure that will serve as alternative accessible greenspace. 

 Regardless, any new development within the plan area, delivered by way of either allocation 
or as windfall, will engage draft Policy 4 of the NNJCS once adopted and should contribute 
towards the provision of off-site management measures to limit visitor incursions into the 
SPA. 

 
Our updated assessment of the position on Wollaston comprising the above has bene subject of 
further consultation with Natural England, dated 25 September 2015. Their follow up response, 
endorsing the position set out above taking into account changed circumstances, is also included as 
an attachment to this letter. 
 
In conclusion it is our view that, based on the scale of development proposed within the plan, its 
location and its ability to contribute towards a broader mitigation strategy to limit the impact on the 
SPA, no LSEs are identified. To this end it will not be necessary to undertake further Appropriate 
Assessment of the Wollaston Neighbourhood Plan.   

 
Should you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Alex Munro 
Neighbourhood Planning Officer 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

From: Holdgate, Ross (NE) [mailto:Ross.Holdgate@naturalengland.org.uk]  

Sent: 01 October 2015 13:49 
To: Sue L. Bateman 

Subject: RE: Wollaston HRA 

 
Hi Sue 
 
This looks good to me. Although we have previously agreed there is no LSE I am pleased to see reference to the 
JCS Mitigation Strategy as it recognises that there may be mitigation required for housing supported within the 
local plan. 
 
Kind regards, Ross 
 

From: Sue L. Bateman [mailto:SBateman@wellingborough.gov.uk]  
Sent: 25 September 2015 14:07 

To: Heather Webb; Steve King; Holdgate, Ross (NE) 

Cc: Alexander Munro 
Subject: FW: Wollaston HRA 

 

Hi All, 
 
Given our recent discussions re HRA and the mitigation strategy etc. I thought it might be useful 
to run our draft HRA determination for Wollaston Neighbourhood Plan past you – does this look 
ok? 
 
Thanks 
 
Sue 
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