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Dear James 
 
Planning consultation: Earls Barton Neighbourhood Plan – Draft Plan 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above document which was received by Natural England on 
11 March 2014 
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the 
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future 
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.  
 
Natural England broadly welcomes the Earls Barton Neighbourhood Plan and considers that it 
provides a sustainable framework for the future of the community. We have the following detailed 
comments on the Plan: 
 
Introduction 
 
1.5 Sustainability Appraisal 
We submitted an initial consultation response to you dated 23 April 2014. This initial response 
advised that the Neighbourhood plan should be subject to a Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA). However, after discussions with yourselves and after seeking further advice from our 
planning specialist on this matter we can now advise that a SEA in our view is not required 
because: 
 

 although the Neighbourhood plan “affects” the Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA, the majority of 
the SPA lies outside of the boundary and the effects have been identified as non-significant 
through the HRA screening assessment; 

 There are no other significant environmental assets within the Neighbourhood Plan area 
which the plan has been shown to affect. 

 We acknowledge that an adopted Sustainability Appraisal exists for the North 
Northamptonshire Core Strategy (2008).  

 In addition the main allocation in Earls Barton, for 280 homes proposed by the plan, has 
recently been granted planning permission. We acknowledge that during the course of this 
application no likely significant effects were identified.  

 
Natural England is therefore satisfied that the requirements of the SEA Directive Section 10 have 
been met. 
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Habitat Regulations 
We suggest that the introduction should include a brief section on the Habitat Regulations 
Assessment (HRA) Screening Report that has been carried out as part of the Neighbourhood Plan 
process.  As a general comment it would also be helpful if the plan could specify the inclusions in 
the plan which have been made as a result of the HRA Screening report so it is clear that 
appropriate mitigation measures have been included in the plan. 
 
In section 1.4 we would also advise that the 5th bullet point should include the protection, 
enhancement and creation of important biodiversity assets as well as open spaces. The plan should 
also identify existing local green spaces as well as those which are to be created as part of the plan. 
 
2. About Earls Barton 
This section of the plan should mention some of the important biodiversity assets particularly the 
Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection Area (SPA) which is of international importance. It would 
also be helpful to include a summary on the importance of the existing open space and green space 
within the village. 
 
Objectives 
We generally support the Plan’s objectives in particular we welcome the Design objective which 
aims to protect and enhance the natural environment through improved management of national 
and internationally protected sites which we consider follows the recommendations set out in the 
HRA Screening report. 
 
6.4 Environmental and Design Policy 
We generally welcome this policy particularly the provision to respect and enhance the local 
landscape character. 
 
6.5 Open Spaces Policy 
We generally welcome this policy as it provides recreational areas and green space which will be 
easily accessible to local residents. These areas will also divert some of the pressure for recreation 
away from the Nene Gravel Valley Pits SPA which follows the recommendations set out in the HRA 
Screening report. Whilst the policy lists the 11 Local Green Spaces within the plan it would be 
helpful to give an indication as to their primary use e.g. informal recreational use, sports field etc 
and the area of these spaces. This is important as it will give an indication as to the degree of green 
space provision as well as which green spaces are being used as an alternative to the SPA. This is 
because sports and leisure pitches are unlikely to provide alternative greenspace to the SPA.  We 
would also advise that a further sentence is required in this policy which states that “should 
monitoring identify detrimental impacts on the Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA as a result of 
recreational disturbance associated with new development, additional green space provision will be 
provided as required”.  
 
6.9 Developer Contributions Policy 
We generally welcome this section particularly the provision for environmental improvements 
towards enhancing open space and minimising the impact to the Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA. 
 
 
Monitoring 
We note that this section includes the monitoring of  local green space however we would suggest 

that the monitoring indicators should also include the monitoring of the recreational use of land 
within and immediately adjacent to the Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA as recommended in the 
HRA screening report. If this monitoring is regularly carried out it will ensure that appropriate 
mitigation measures will be put into place, to address any detrimental impacts to the SPA which 
may be identified. For example if monitoring shows an increase in recreational use of the site 
then it may be necessary to provide more green space within the village. 
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We would be happy to comment further should the need arise but if in the meantime you have any 
queries please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
For any queries relating to the specific advice in this letter only please contact Roslyn Deeming on 
0300 060 1524. For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation 
please send your correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk. 
 
We really value your feedback to help us improve the service we offer. We have attached a 
feedback form to this letter and welcome any comments you might have about our service.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Roslyn Deeming 
Land Use Adviser 
Development Plans Network 
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