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11.1  Responses to Consultation on Scoping Report 

 

The following comments were received from the Agencies that are the statutory consultees to the sustainability 
scoping report and are also to be consulted on the sustainability appraisal itself. 

 

 

General Comments 

Respondent Summary Response 

 
Karen Devenport 
Countryside 
Agency 

 
The Countryside Agency is of the opinion that the plan 
or programme which is the subject of this consultation is 
not likely to result in significant effects on our interests 
in landscape and access i.e. area covered by the plan or 
programme contains no nationally designated landscapes 
or national trails. 

 
Noted 

 
Ken Monro 
English Nature 

 
No objection or comment. 
 

 
Noted 

 
Laura Kitson 
NCC 

 
All the prior stages of the SEA Directive should have 
been completed sequentially, and there should be 
evidence of this in the scoping report.  It is not clear 
whether all of these stages have been completed and in 
order.   
 
For example, prior to developing SEA objectives, other 
plan/programme objectives should be identified, baseline 
information collected and environmental problems 
identified.  SEA objectives should be developed from 
information derived from these prior stages. 
 
 
 

 
In order to develop a consistent 
approach to SA across North 
Northamptonshire the objectives 
developed for the core spatial 
strategy will be used. These 
objectives were developed from 
information derived from an 
assessment of relevant plans and 
programmes and baseline data. 
The SA report will more clearly 
explain this process showing 
where SA objectives  from the 
North Northants framework have 
been supplemented by more 
specific sub objectives as a result 
of more local baseline studies. 

  
At present, the SA objectives do not appear to 
demonstrate this.  The objectives are not a statutory 
component of SEA, but can be a useful part of the 
methodology as they are a recognised way of considering 
the environmental effects of a plan or programme and of 
comparing alternatives (ODPM draft practical guidance 
on SEA).  The scoping report of the Sustainability 
Appraisal does not appear to cover these previous stages 
en route to the development of the objectives. 

 
See above 

  
In particular, it is not clear whether other relevant plans 
or programmes have been considered in the development 
of the Sustainability Appraisal objectives.  Current 
regional and sub-regional guidance (in the Regional 
Spatial Strategy) covers issues of townscape, landscape, 
biodiversity, heritage and cultural resources and green 
space.  Thus we would welcome consideration of these 
plans.  In addition, the Milton Keynes and South 
Midlands Environment and Quality of Life Sub-group 
have produced a Green Infrastructure Guide, which 
should be taken into account. 

 
Plans and programmes 
influencing the SPD are 
included as an Appendix to the 
main SPD report to which is 
attached the SA report. 
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In relation to the main issues, identified that the SPD is 
expected to resolve, we would suggest that, in addition to 
the protection of listed buildings (6e), the SPD should 
identify as an issue protection of other aspects of the 
historic environment (or sustainable management where 
physical protection is not warranted). 
 
 
The site forms a large unit within the historic settlement 
core of Wellingborough, where evidence for the medieval 
and later market town may survive in the form of buried 
archaeological remains.  The potential historical 
significance of the 19th and 20th Century buildings on the 
site as should also not be overlooked; the buildings 
created or adapted in the use of the site as a Territorial 
Army centre, incorporating an earlier military drill hall, 
may be of some historic interest.  The significance and 
contribution of 19th and 20th Century military structures 
to the historic environment is being increasingly 
recognised, and English Heritage is currently undertaking 
a national assessment of drill halls. 

 
The historic surrounds of the 
listed buildings are protected 
and/or enhanced. 
A watching archaeological brief 
will be required from the 
developer(s).  A sensitive design 
treatment has been identified for 
those buildings of good 
architectural quality. 
 
The Drill Hall has been 
significantly changed over the 
years and largely relatively 
modern parts have little value. 
The façade whilst of local stone is 
not judged to be of high 
architectural design merit. Such is 
the importance of the proposed 
square to the overall architecture 
and environment of the scheme 
and as a setting for the 
surrounding listed buildings that it 
is not proposed to keep this 
structure. 
 

 

Outputs 

 
Respondent 

 
Summary 
 

 
Response 

Laura Kitson 
NCC 

The quality of information provided to assess the 
historic environment impact of development and the 
degree of protection offered to buried remains and the 
historic built environment might also usefully be 
included in the outputs. 
 

Noted (see response to English 
Heritage below) 

Ann Plackett 
English Heritage 

Outputs (7) should include some measure of the impact 
on the historic environment, e.g. the numbers of 
historic buildings (not necessarily nationally 
designated) that have been improved - or their setting 
improved (e.g. by public realm improvements or 
sympathetic design of a new building within its 
setting).  
 

 Noted and agreed 

 

Objectives 

 
Respondent 

 
Summary 
 

 
Response 

Laura Kitson 
NCC 

In relation to the objectives, we welcome the many 
objectives that cover aspects of the built and natural 
environment, but would like to make a few comments 
that are intended to improve further the effectiveness of 
the objectives and approaches set out. 

Noted 

Landscape and Greenspace 
Laura Kitson 
NCC 

 
The current objective could be better suited to the local 
environment, given the urban location of the site, 
landscape issues are not of primary relevance, and the 

 
Noted. Character of 
Townscape enhanced added in 
here. 
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current objective of built environment should be 
sufficient to cover the townscape aspects.   
 
A better local focus might therefore be provided by 
covering green infrastructure issues, which encompass 
objectives of publicly accessible green space and the 
character, quality and distinctiveness of the local 
landscape.  Green Infrastructure is a network of multi-
functional green space set within and contributing to a 
high quality built and natural environment.  Thus one 
green infrastructure objective would be more 
appropriate than the current landscape and green space 
objective.  Further information of Green Infrastructure 
can be found in the Green Infrastructure Guide for 
Milton Keynes and the South Midlands. 
 

 
 
 
 
Noted.  Green space 
infrastructure sub-heading 
inserted with a need for site to 
provide new public spaces 
linked to other green 
infrastructure. 

Cultural Heritage 
Laura Kitson 
NCC 

 
We support the inclusion of the current Cultural 
Heritage objective, but feel that the proposed approach 
is too limited in its emphasis solely on historic 
buildings with formal ‘listed’ designation.  For the 
reasons outlined, we would advise that the historical 
significance of the former TA/drill hall buildings 
should also be included in the assessment.   
 
It is also unclear whether the ‘archaeological site 
review’ is intended to include any site based work or is 
solely a desk-based exercise; as always we would be 
happy to provide further advice on the scope and nature 
of works required if this would assist. 
 

 
The Drill Hall has been 
significantly changed over the 
years and largely relatively 
modern parts have little value. 
The façade whilst of local stone is 
not judged to be of high 
architectural design merit. Such is 
the importance of the proposed 
square to the overall architecture 
and environment of the scheme 
and as a setting for the 
surrounding listed buildings, that 
it is not proposed to keep this 
structure.  
NCC’s offer to provide advice (to 
the developer) for archaeological 
watching brief will be welcomed. 
 

Biodiversity 

Laura Kitson 
NCC 

We would advise that the objectives could be further 
improved by the inclusion of a specific biodiversity 
objective, as the role of urban areas of biodiversity can 
be enhanced.  Examples of possible objectives and 
approaches are given in ‘Strategic Environmental 
Assessment and Biodiversity: A Guide for 
Practitioners’ published jointly by English Nature, the 
Environment Agency, The Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds and the Countryside Council for 
Wales. 
 

 
The current specific reference 
to biodiversity is felt to be 
adequate for this town centre 
site, which is fully occupied 
by buildings and car parks. 

Prudent use of Natural resources 

Environment 
Agency 

SA Topic: Water Quality & Conservation. 
Approach/Example: Achieve Ecohomes and BREEAM 
standards. Incorporate water efficient technologies 
including introduction of rainwater collection and 
water efficiency measures to minimise use of water 
treated to drinking standards.                                    
Reduce water consumption below national averages 
and contribute to ODPMs target of reducing water 
consumption by 25% in all new properties. 
 
 

Noted.  
 
SUDs and BREEAM 
standards are already referred 
to. 
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Supply of water using existing sources, under existing 
licence permissions held by the Water Undertaker. 
 

Expected to be dealt with 
under a developer’s EIA.  

Environment 
Agency 

 
SA Topic: Land : Approach/Example:  Ensure 
contaminated land is identified and adequately 
remediated prior to development.  Ensure suitable 
desktop study/site investigation is carried out in 
accordance with guidance in PPS23 Planning and 
Pollution Control. 
 

 
Expected to be dealt with 
under a developer’s EIA and 
potentially to be a condition at 
the planning approval stage. 

Environment 
Agency 

 
SA Topic: Waste. Approach/Example: Production of 
minimum waste, reuse where possible and reduction of 
waste sent to landfill.   Promote good design to ensure 
waste management facilities do not have an adverse 
impact on the street scene. 
 

 
Expected to be dealt with 
under a developer’s EIA and 
potentially to be a condition at 
the planning approval stage. 

Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and development 

Environment 
Agency 

 
The agency would suggest that it would be appropriate 
to mention flooding in Table D. Paragraph 56 of 
PPG25 states that ‘the aim should be for new 
development not to increase run-off from the 
undeveloped situation and for redevelopment to reduce 
run-off’.  SA Topic: Flood Risk. Approach/Example: 
Through Flood Risk Assessment/site drainage strategy. 
 

 
Noted. Water management is 
dealt with under table C. 
Expected to be dealt with 
under a developer’s EIA and 
potentially to be a condition at 
the planning approval stage. 

Environment 
Agency 

 
The infrastructure requirements of the development 
should be co-ordinated in accordance with the MKSM 
SRS.   
SA Topic: Infrastructure : Approach/Example: 
Through parking, access and other transportation 
studies, utilities studies (MKSM SRS co-ordinated) and 
consultation with utilities companies and, where 
appropriate their regulators. 
 

 
Expected to be dealt with 
under a developer’s EIA and 
TIA and potentially to  be a 
condition at the planning 
approval stage 
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