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Definitive list of buildings affected by the Wellingborough 
Town Centre - Article 4 Direction. 

 

 
These are residential properties that are buildings of townscape merit within the 
conservation area 
 

 
 
Street name 
 

 
Property Number 
 

Broad Green 1,1a, 4, 48 
Castle Road 92, 
Midland Road 62 
Alma Street 25,27,29, 
Park Road 28,30,32,34,36,38,40,42, 13, 17, 27, 29a 
Havelock Street 16, 18, 32a 
Great Park Street 2,4,6,8,3 
Moffat Terrace 7, 8, 9 
Herriots Lane 20, 22, 23 
Harrowden Road 1, 2, 3 4, 
Westfield Road 1, 3, 5, 
Rock Street 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 22, 23, 24 
Jacksons Lane 26, 25 
West Street 11, 13 
Oxford Street 41, 15 17a, 17b, 18a, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 
Swanspool Parade 1-17 inclusive  
      
The present proposed Article 4 Direction entails the removal of the following permitted 
development rights: 
 
• Class A of Part 1 of the Schedule*, consisting of the enlargement, improvement or 
other alteration of a dwellinghouse. (This relates to any extension, but includes window 
or door replacement or removal, the provision of new external openings, and the 
blocking-up of existing external openings.) 

 
• Class C of Part 1 of the Schedule, consisting of the alteration of a dwellinghouse roof 
(including replacement of roof coverings with a different material, installation of roof 
lights, and the demolition or replacement of chimneys) 

 
• Class D of Part 1 of the Schedule, consisting of the erection or construction of a porch 
outside any external door of a dwellinghouse. 
 
• Class F of Part 1 of the Schedule, consisting of the provision within the curtilage of a 
dwellinghouse of a hard surface for any purpose incidental to the enjoyment of the 
dwellinghouse. 

 
• Class H of Part 1 of the Schedule, consisting of the installation, alteration or 
replacement of a satellite antenna on a dwellinghouse or within the curtilage of a 
dwellinghouse. 

 
• Class A of Part 2 of the Schedule, consisting of the erection, construction, 
maintenance, improvement or alteration of a gate, fence, wall or other means of 
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enclosure. 
 
• Class C of Part 2 of the Schedule, consisting of the painting or rendering of the 
exterior of any building or work. (This applies only to hitherto untreated surfaces, or to 
works consisting of a change in colour). 

 
* to the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995 (as amended). 

 
 

Article 4 Directions - Frequently Asked Questions 
 
How will proposals be assessed? 
The fact that an application may be required for works within an Article 4 Direction Area 
does not mean that permission will necessarily be refused. The planning authority will  pay 
particular regard to the extent to which the proposals affect the character and appearance 
of the area. The conservation area Character Appraisal draws out the key features 
contributing to its special architectural or historic interest, which should serve as a useful 
guide. 
 
In general, original windows and doors should be retained and repaired, rather than 
replaced. If repair is not possible then identical units (design, materials and finishes) should 
be made up. Original roofing materials should be retained or replaced like-for-like. Modern 
materials such as concrete tiles or artificial slates are unlikely to be acceptable. Chimneys 
are often prominent and attractive features and their demolition or truncation is likely to be 
resisted. Likewise, the removal of historic walls, railings or gates is unlikely to be 
acceptable where they form part of an attractive streetscape. New boundary treatments 
should be sympathetic to the character of the area. 
 
Is pre-application advice available? 
Yes. The Design and Conservation Officer within the Built Environment Department of the 
Borough Council can offer guidance and advice on proposals affected by a Direction. It is 
always advisable to discuss your proposals at an early stage prior to submission of an 
application. 
 
What information is required for a planning application? 
Applications must be submitted on the appropriate forms. Notes accompany these forms, 
which provide further guidance on the plans, drawings and supporting information required. 
 
Is there a fee? 
Routine development proposals normally attract a planning application fee, but there is 
currently no fee for applications required solely as a result of the Article 4 Direction. 
 
Does the Article 4 Direction mean that we can never make any changes to our property 
again? 
No, but it will remove 'permitted development' rights and bring minor changes under 
planning control so that properly considered and informed judgments can be made. This is 
to ensure that the work proposed will not detrimentally affect the character of the 
conservation area. The essence of planning in conservation areas is to manage change to 
ensure that development can occur without harming the special qualities of the area. 
Consequently some changes will be allowed and some will be resisted. 
 
How does the Article 4 Direction relate to the conservation area appraisal? 
The conservation area appraisal is a separate document that identifies in writing, photos 
and maps what is special about the area. When we consider applications for development it 
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is used to make an informed judgement on whether or not the development is appropriate. 
It also makes recommendations for actions to be taken to preserve and enhance local 
character. When appraisals are drafted, all property owners/occupiers in the conservation 
area are sent information regarding the document and comments invited. Positive support 
would normally be required from local residents and occupiers for the Council to proceed 
with the making of a Direction. It is felt important for Wellingborough to protect its existing 
heritage, but giving special attention to the business and shopping streetscape within the 
town centre. 
 
Can we have a copy of the conservation area appraisal document? 
Yes. Copies of the Conservation Area Appraisal, Shop Front Advertisement and Design 
Guide, and related documents are available to download from our website  
www.wellingborough.gov.uk/planning. Alternatively a copy can be viewed at any 
Wellingborough Library or Planning office. 
 
I live in a flat - does the Article 4 Direction affect me? 
Strictly speaking the answer is no because flats (or businesses), unlike houses, do not 
benefit from 'permitted development' rights. Consequently, with or without the direction if 
you want to make changes to the exterior of your flat (or business) you need planning 
permission. 
 
I want to change my windows, what should I do? 
 
You will need to contact the planning department and speak to the design and conservation 
officer. 
If the windows are historic, where possible they should be repaired rather than replaced  to 
retain the character and authenticity of the building. A specialist joiner can usually repair 
windows in most cases and thermal efficiency can be improved with draught- stripping 
and/or secondary glazing. Where windows are beyond repair or the existing windows are 
not original, replacement will usually be acceptable, depending on the detail of the new 
windows. The proportions, materials, finish, detailing, divisions, glazing bars etc. will all be 
critical. In most cases U-pvc, aluminium or standard timber windows will be inappropriate. 
 
Is there a right of appeal? 
There is no right of appeal against an Article 4 Direction being made. However if a 
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planning application is refused there is a right of appeal which is decided in 
accordance with Government regulations. 
 
Are there any grants available? 
The Council has a limited budget for repair of historic buildings and/or enhancement 
of conservation areas. However the heritage lottery fund has awarded a first phase 
grant of 
£50k for the development of a second phase application for £1.4M. Part of this along 
with money from the council will be available for the repair restoration and reuse of 
historic buildings within the CA. Details of the THI grant scheme which will be 
available from autumn 2011 can be found on our website 
www.wellingborough.gov.uk/HLF 
 
 

 

http://www.wellingborough.gov.uk/HLF

	Definitive list of buildings affected by the Wellingborough Town Centre - Article 4 Direction.
	Article 4 Directions - Frequently Asked Questions

