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19 December 2013 

 
Dear Mr Munro 
 
Earls Barton Neighbourhood Plan: SEA/SA Screening Report 
 
Thank you for your email dated 26 November consulting English Heritage on the 
above report. 
 
For the purposes of this consultation, English Heritage will confine its advice to the 
question, “Is it likely to have a significant effect on the environment?” in respect of our 
area of concern, cultural heritage.  Our comments are based on the information 
supplied with the Screening Report.  It is for the Council to make the final decision in 
terms of whether SEA is required.   
 
The Screening Report indicates that the Neighbourhood Plan will not have a 
significant effect any ‘special natural characteristics or cultural heritage’ in the area.  
On the basis of the information supplied, and in the context of the criteria set out in 
Schedule 1 of the Environmental Assessment Regulations [Annex II of ‘SEA’ 
Directive], English Heritage concurs with the Screening Report that the preparation of 
a SEA is not required in terms of cultural heritage impacts.   
 
The views of other statutory consultation bodies should be taken into account before 
the overall decision on the need for a SEA is made.  I should be pleased if you can 
send a copy of the determination as required by Regulation 11 of the Environmental 
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 
 
We should like to stress that this opinion is based on the information provided by you 
with your email.  To avoid any doubt, this does not reflect our obligation to provide 
further advice on later stages of the SEA process and, potentially, object to specific 
proposals which may subsequently arise (either as a result of this consultation or in 
later versions of the plan/guidance) where we consider that, despite the absence of 
SEA, there would be an adverse effect upon the environment. 
 
As the government’s principal adviser on the historic environment, English Heritage 
has produced a number of documents relating to neighbourhood planning.  The 
Parish Council may find these documents helpful in identifying what it is about there 
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area which makes it distinctive and how they might go about ensuring that the 
character of the area is retained. These can be found at:- 
 
www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/advice/hpg/historicenvironment/neighbourhoodplanning/  
 
We also advise that the conservation and archaeological staff of the Borough and 
County Councils are involved in the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan and its 
assessment.  They are best placed to advise on local historic environment issues 
 
We hope this letter is of use.  Please let me know if you have any queries.   
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Tom Gilbert-Wooldridge 
Historic Environment Planning Adviser (East of England and East Midlands) 
 


