
SuDS Approval Body (SAB) 
What is the SuDS Approval Body?  

The SuDS Approval Body or SAB will be a new service within County 
Council specifically established to deal with the design, approval, 
adoption and ongoing maintenance of sustainable urban drainage 
systems (SuDS) within any new development consisting of two or 
more properties.  

What will the SAB be responsible for?  

 The SAB will be required to approve drainage systems for 
managing SuDS before construction begins;  

 The SAB will be responsible for producing design guidance 
documents and approval/adoption procedures;  

 The SAB must adopt and maintain approved SuDS that serve 
more than one property where the SuDS function/structure is built 
in accordance with the approved detail; 

 The Sewerage Undertakers, Environment Agencies, Internal 
Drainage Boards and Highway Authorities will all be statutory 
consultees to the SAB.  

What else is happening?  

 The Water Act 1991 is to be amended to make the right to 
connect surface water runoff into sewers conditional on the 
drainage system being approved by the SAB.  

When will the SAB be established?  

 The national standards went of for consultation some time ago 
and received considerable comment. Because of this, along with 
various other factors, DEFRA has advised that the new standards 
will be brought into legal force in April 2014.  

 A six month notice period will be given prior to implementation of 
the enactment.  

How will SuDS approval be applied for?  

We understand you can apply for SuDS approval by following two 
different methods.  



1. At the same time as the planning application (i.e. a joint 
application). This means that the application will be made to the 
LPA who will send the drainage application and fee to the SAB for 
their approval.  

2. If planning is not required or if the applicant chooses not to lodge 
a joint application, a freestanding application direct to the SAB 
can be made and the SAB will grant consent.  

 


