
Work undertaken following Meetings with Parish Councils and 
Community Groups 

 
Irchester Parish Council – 27th May 2010  
 
Land North of Irchester (IR16, 12, 3) – discussions have taken place with agents acting for 
the owners. A preliminary scheme has been drawn up which would deliver approximately 
100 dwellings (including 30 affordable) together with a new sports pitch. The site is in the 
control of Barwood Development Securities Ltd and is available for development in the 
short term. Access to the new pitch is initially envisaged to be off existing accesses. A new 
access in the form of a single track could be investigated off Gypsy Lane. 
 
The Irchester Sports Association has been contacted to clarify their wishes for future 
expansion. Ideally they would like an additional 20 acres, to enable them to provide: a 
floodlit all weather training area, sports hall and gymnasium/fitness centre and a new 
clubhouse facility. They wish to remain in their current location and would not wish to 
pursue options of securing land in other locations.  
 
Parson’s Hall (IR1) – A meeting has taken place with the owners of the site. There are 
currently 4 owners. All of the buildings are currently occupied and the site employs 18 
people (most do not live in Irchester). The land owners would in principle be willing to sell if 
they are able to relocate to an alternative site. Copies of past draft schemes have been 
received showing the inclusion of some Greenfield land to the rear – the draft scheme 
provides 48 dwellings. 
 
Southern sites (IR5, 10, 15 & 7) – (a petition of 1300 names has subsequently been 
received from the Save Irchester Countryside Campaign) - further clarification has been 
sought from the Biodiversity Record Centre as to the possible presence of protected 
species. This information has been sought for all sites in the assessment to ensure a 
consistent approach. 
 
Further clarification has been sought from the County Archaeologist as to the historic 
significance of the site. This information has been sought for all sites in the assessment to 
ensure a consistent approach. 
 
Further clarification has been sought regarding possible access problems from the 
Highway Authority. ‘Access can be achieved but may impact on village centre.  Some form 
of relief road may be required to west of Irchester’. 
 
 
Wollaston Parish Council – 9th June 2010 
 
WO1 (High Street – PO70) – The owners of this site R Griggs Ltd have been contacted 
and they have confirmed that they have no plans to develop the site (part is used as a 
retail outlet and car park, the reminder is a combination of car parking for office premises 
and a grassed area). Information from the Highways Authority suggests access is suitable. 
 
WO4 & WO10 – Sand and Gravel safeguarding areas have been checked, these sites and 
others are affected. This is being taken into account in the reassessment of sites. 
 



Scott Bader – The Economic Development Officer is supporting the company in a Fit for 
Market Bid. This project is the first phase of an intended three phase development of an 
innovation centre to foster and grow new companies in the composites and polymers 
sector. The Centre will also provide these new companies with access to quality laboratory 
and research facilities – as well as an extensive package of support. Phase 1 is intended 
to refurbish the vacant Bryson Building and provide incubator space for new and small 
developing companies. Later phases of development will include further refurbishment of 
vacant buildings on the Scott Bader site and possibly construction of additional buildings if 
demand proves sufficient. 
 
Williams Way (WO9) – the owner has been traced (J.P Morgan Trustee and Depositary 
Company Ltd). The owner would be willing in principle to consider a redevelopment of the 
site for a mix of housing and employment. 
 
A meeting with representatives from the Duchy of Lancaster took place on 30th June. They 
are of the view that Wollaston remains the most sustainable location for rural development. 
They maintain a long term view of development opportunities. They are likely to make 
representations to the SSP DPD if some development on land they own is not included. 
They submitted draft schemes for 3 sites and have requested that members of the 
Working Party are made aware of their submission. They have subsequently met with 
representatives from the Parish Council on the 13th July. 
 
Earls Barton Parish Council – 10th June 2010  
 
The Consultants currently undertaking the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment for the 
Borough have been informed of the drainage problems in the village.  
 
A meeting has been arranged with the agents of the landowners of Grange Fields and 
surrounding lands for 9th September to discuss delivery of the sports fields and possible 
associated development. A list of possible uses has been suggested by the agents (sports 
and recreation, residential, sports pavilion/leisure centre, retail, care home and hotel). 
 
EB13 (Station Road) - this site is now reclassified as Greenfield land, which will affect the 
site assessment. It is understood that the owners’ aspiration for the site was only for 1-2 
additional dwellings, not the redevelopment for 40 suggested by the draft Plan. Access 
concerns have also been investigated with the Highways Authority. ‘Access restricted.  
Station Road already serves in excess of maximum permitted from single cul-de-sac.  
Secondary means of access required.  Means of access from Station Road is unlikely to 
be suitable without widening’ 
 
EB12 (Churchill Road – PO 65) – Further information has been sought from the Highways 
Authority regarding access. ‘Access restricted by existing road layout - visibility and 
frequency of junction problems.  Possible access by way of Fairhurst Way’.   
 
EB14 (Rear of High street Earls Barton – PO 66) - Further information has been sought 
from the Highways Authority regarding access. ‘Access suitable.  Junction onto High 
Street.  Contributions to village centre enhancement’. 
 
 
 



Finedon Parish Council – 14th June 2010 
 
FN9 (Townside Farm) – further clarification regarding the access has been sought from 
the Highways Authority. ‘Restricted access - Summerlee Road unsuitable for 
intensification - alternative access appropriate’. The definition of Greenfield/brownfield land 
has been revisited following recent amendments by the Government. 
 
FN6 (Mackworth Drive – PO 68) – this site is now reclassified as Greenfield land, which 
will affect the site assessment 
 
FN13 – complaints about noise will be taken into account in the site assessment 
 
Scout Hut – The suspected owners of the site were contacted (28th June 2010) and asked 
to confirm the extent of their ownership and whether they were interested in 
redevelopment opportunities. No response has been received.  
 
The site is in the Conservation Area. The land to the rear of the Scout Hut is enclosed by 
Grade II listed walls. The Conservation Officer has visited the site. The listed walling 
appears to be intact, apart from a small blocked-up pedestrian gateway. In these 
circumstances any loss of fabric to allow access to a development scheme from this 
direction would not be supported. There is however an existing 3m access way in the wall 
near to the Mackworth Drive entry, and this could conceivably factor in a development 
scheme. Due to the constraints and sensitivity of the area any development potential 
would be small scale and most likely as two separate sites, the Scout hut as one and land 
to the rear as another. Both sites are below the 0.25ha threshold  
 
Tudor Gate – The area associated with the site measures 0.25ha. The Conservation 
Officer has been in informal discussions with the owner regarding a possible scheme to 
deliver 8 dwellings. This involves refurbishment of the listed building and other historic 
elements, removal of 2Oth century additions and 3 new dwellings to the rear. 
 
Croyland Ward Associations – 1st July 2010  
  
A draft development brief based on the key points arising from the meeting is in the 
process of being prepared as a basis for further consultation. 
 
 


