
WELLINGBOROUGH TOWN CENTRE AREA ACTION PLAN – PRECIS OF 
TRANSPORT OPTIONS PAPER FOR IMPROVED ACCESS TO NORTHERN 
AREA OF THE TOWN CENTRE 
 
Purpose  
 
The purpose of this paper is to set out the options for a northern interceptor route 
which forms one element of the emerging town centre transport strategy. The paper 
provides a brief appraisal and comparison of various routes in order to enable 
Members to individually consider which route they would wish to see agreed by the 
Council at an Extraordinary Meeting of the Council on 6th December 2007 as the 
preferred option for the purposes of public consultation on the Town Centre Area 
Action Plan.  
 
Recommendation 
It is  recommended that the following options be considered: 
 

• Option 2 as it allows greater expansion of the core and avoids Herriotts Lane. 
However it also requires removal of on-street parking affecting 15 properties. 

• Option 5 as it doesn’t affect on-street parking or cause bus conflicts. However 
it requires property acquisition and adds cost. 

 
Background 
 
The Town Centre Area Action Plan must be in general conformity with the North 
Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy. In order to meet the needs of the 
population of the Borough, which is expected to increase by about 20,000 during the 
period up to 2021, the Town Centre Area Action Plan must include provision for a 
minimum net increase of 15,500m² of comparison shopping floor space together with 
opportunities to improve the range of employment, leisure and housing available. In 
addition, a requirement for further significant retail floor space is anticipated beyond 
2021. The emerging Preferred Option makes provision for about 20,000m² of 
additional floor space and over 800 dwellings.   
 
This scale of growth will result in a considerable increase in town centre traffic and 
measures to minimise this growth will therefore need to be brought forward. These 
measures include: improvements to the strategic links around the town in order to 
reduce the amount of through traffic; the provision of interceptor car parks on the 
edge of the town centre; and a bus prioritisation strategy in order to help encourage 
modal shift. 
 
NCC considers that, as part of the bus prioritisation strategy, it is essential that 
Church St should be used as a bus-only link and that the opportunity should be 
taken to provide a new bus interchange in order to reduce journey times by bus and 
improve the quality of service. Drivers Jonas, the Council’s economic and delivery 
advisors, have also identified the need to make Church St more pedestrian friendly 



in order to attract a developer willing to undertake a comprehensive development of 
the Tresham and Market Square areas.  
 
In order to downgrade Church St to act as a bus-only link it is therefore necessary to 
consider an alternative route to accommodate traffic displaced from Church St. This 
paper considers the following eight options:   

 
1. St John’s Street – Havelock Street – Regent Street one-way; 
2. St John’s Street – Havelock Street – Park Road – Alma Street one-way; 
3. Queen Street – Herriotts Lane – Church Street – Park Road – Alma Street 

one-way; 
4. Queen Street – new link via Tresham site – Church Street – Park Road – 

Alma Street one-way; 
5. Queen Street – Herriotts Lane – new link via West End DIY – Alma Street 

one-way; 
6. Church Street one-way with bus priority on Queen Street; 
7. St John’s Street – Havelock Street – Regent Street two-way; 
8. Church Street one-way with pedestrian overbridge to link sites E and I, (the 

Tresham site and the Market Square area) 
 
Members are advised that Gold St would not of itself provide a solution as it is too far 
out from the town centre to perform as a northern interceptor route and would 
therefore need to be pursued in tandem with one of the above options. 
 
The eight options outlined above are illustrated on the map extracts included with 
this paper. These options have been evaluated against a range of criteria and the 
outcome of this is summarised in the accompanying table. 
 
Following submission to the Secretary of State, the TCAAP will be tested to ensure 
that it is ‘sound’. There are 9 tests of soundness including one which highlights the 
need to ensure that the strategies, policies and allocations in the Plan ‘represent the 
most appropriate in all the circumstances, having considered the relevant 
alternatives, and they are founded on a robust and credible evidence base’. Given 
that only options 1,2,5 & 8 would be favoured by the highway authority it could prove 
difficult to demonstrate that any of the other routes would provide the most 
appropriate option.  
 
The soundness of those options which would allow cars to continue to use Church St 
(option 6) is further questioned by the advice from Drivers Jonas that the street 
needs to be more pedestrian friendly in order to attract a developer willing to bring 
forward proposals for the Tresham and Market Square area. Similarly, option 4 
would reduce the developable area of Tresham and would thereby also have a major  
adverse impact on the deliverability of the site. 
 


