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A S a result of 
Wellingborough being 

designated as part of a 
Growth Area, the town centre 
will need to expand to meet 
the needs of the growing 
population. In addition, action 
needs to be taken to create a 
more vibrant centre. 

The amount of  retail 
floorspace in the town centre 
will need to at least double in 
size over the coming years. A 
vibrant town centre is, however, 
not only about shopping 
but is also about enhancing 
the overall experience by 
improving cultural, community 
and educational facilities 
and improving the centre’s 
accessibility. 

To address these issues, 

the Council is preparing a 
Town Centre Area Action Plan 
which will include a number of 
key projects planned to take 
place over the period to 2021. 

Influencing 

Community involvement 
over the last two years or so, 
together with information from 
several studies, has played an 
important part in influencing 
the Council’s conclusions as to 
where and how development 
should take place. 

The Council has now 
produced a ‘Submission’ Plan, 
which includes changes made 
in response to consultation 
undertaken earlier this year 
on its preferred options for the 

town centre. The ‘Submission’ 
Plan is now available to 
view at the Council offices, 
libraries and on-line at www. 
wellingborough.gov.uk/ 
towncentreaap until 7 August 
2008. During this consultation 
period a number of  events are 
programmed to: 
n Provide information about 
the Plan; 
n Explain what you need to 
do if  you wish to support or 
object to particular policies or 
proposals; 
n Provide you with a chance 
to ask questions. 

For further information 
please contact Planning Policy 
on 01933 231921/2/6 or email: 
sustainablecommunites@ 
wellingborough.gov.uk 

A Public Examination, held 
by an independent Inspector, 
will subsequently be held if 
the ‘soundness’ of  the Plan 
is questioned. The Inspector 
would then issue a binding 
report. It is anticipated that the 
Plan will be adopted by the 
Council in spring 2009. 
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Submission Plan
 
Continued from front page… 

The Submission Plan includes 
policies and proposals to: 
n Accommodate between 
15,500 and 20,000m² more 
shopping floorspace with 
landmark shops on the existing 
Tresham Institute site and 
around the Market Square (sites 
E1 and E2 on the map). 
n Enhance the cultural and 
leisure facilities, including the 
creation of  a Cultural Quarter 
(site J), development of  a new 
hotel (as part of  site C) and 
community facilities. 
n Conserve and enhance the 
architectural and historic fabric 
of  the town centre. 
n Provide for around 850 new 
homes (on all sites with the 
exception of  J) as part of  mixed 
use development with a range 
of  housing.  
n Redevelop and 
replace the existing 
library on part of 
site E2. 
n Establish 
principles 
to attain high 
standards of 
environmental 
sustainability, urban 
design and public 
realm quality. 

n Enable Tresham Institute to 
create a new landmark campus 
on the High Street/Jackson’s 
Lane site C as part of  a mixed 
use urban quarter. 
n Change the one-way system, 
to include the creation of  a 
new Northern Interceptor link 
road and the closure of  Church 
Street to through-traffic to 
make this a pedestrian and bus 
priority area. 
n Introduce improvements to 
the bus network and facilities 
including new bus priority 
measures on Church Street 
(part of  site E1) and a range  

of  bus priority 
measures. 

n Change the parking 
arrangements, including the 
construction of  new public  
car parks on sites E1 and C. 
n Improve the pedestrian and 
cycle network, including the 
provision of  a link through  
sites A, B, D and E1. 
n Change the location of 
taxi stands. 
n Transformation of  the  
town centre will probably  
start with development of 
the Jackson’s Lane/High  
Street area. With other 
projects planned for the  
medium to longer term  
(up to the year 2021). 

Welcome 
WELCoME to the second in this 
series of  fact sheets. 

The Government’s ambitions 
for growth in this part of 
the country have prompted 
the definition of  the North 
Northamptonshire Growth Area, 
encapsulating the Boroughs of 
Wellingborough, Kettering and 
Corby, and the district of  East 
Northamptonshire. 

This factsheet has been 
produced to help keep residents 
and organisations informed of 
the current status of  various 
development proposals and of 
any planned consultations. 

The Council’s website is 
regularly updated and we will use 
this and other local media to keep 
you informed of  progress. 

Mrs Lyn Martin-
Bennison, 
Chief  Executive 
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Urban extension 
NoRTHANTS LLP, a subsidiary 
of  Bee Bee Developments, has 
submitted an outline planning 
application to the Borough 
Council of  Wellingborough 
to build 3,000 new homes to 
the north of  the town. The 
plans also bring new jobs, 
schools, community facilities 
and substantial parkland, as 
well as the infrastructure to 
support the development. This 
application (Ref: WP/07/750) 
is available to view in the 
Council’s Croyland Abbey 
offices or on our website  
www.wellingborough.gov.uk 
The proposals include: 
n Building 3,000 new homes 
in the period to 2021 including 
some affordable homes. 
n Around 2,000 new jobs 
will be created by the 
development. 
n Providing an extensive open 
space network covering over 
90 hectares, which will provide 
nature conservation and 
recreational opportunities. 
n Leisure facilities and 
sports pitches. 
n A neighbourhood centre with 
new shops, cafes, bars and 
restaurants, office and studio 
space, community facilities  
and health centre. 
n Two new primary schools, 
each with two-form entry. 
n A technology park 
comprising 25,000 m² of 
office space to the north  
of  Hardwick Road. 
n New road infrastructure, 
which aims to integrate 
seamlessly with the existing 
town and minimise congestion. 
n A network of  footpaths and 
cycle routes to allow residents 
and visitors safe access to 
green spaces. 
n Meeting the Eco-Homes 
‘Very Good’ standard. This will 
require using sustainable and 
recycled construction materials 
and incorporating water and 
energy efficient measures. 
n For further information 
contact Development Control 
on 01933 231934 or email: 
sustainablecommunities@ 
wellingborough.gov.uk 

N 7th December 2007othe Borough Council 
of Wellingborough resolved 
to make The High Street/ 
Jackson’s Lane Compulsory 
Purchase Order. 

Compulsory purchase 
is essential to enable the 
Scheme to take place and  
for the Council to achieve  
its policy objectives within  
a realistic timescale. 

This will enable 
redevelopment to take place in 
a timely fashion in order to: 
n Derive the wider public 
benefits that the Scheme  
will also secure; 
n Provide certainty for 
programming and the 
realisation of  the Council’s 
policy objectives. 

It is therefore considered  
that compulsory purchase  
is not only necessary but  
also justifiable in the  
public interest. 

The objective of  this 
scheme is to achieve the 
comprehensive redevelopment 
and renaissance of  the area, 
creating a vital and viable 
mixed-use extension to 

Green light for
 
redevelopment 


the town centre retail core 
through:
n opening up a ‘backlands’ 
area and integrating this  
with the surrounding network 
of  streets; 
n Strong north-south and 
east-west pedestrian routes, 
including improved links  
to all the local areas; 
n Improving overall 
accessibility through the 
creation of  pedestrian routes 
and a street/block structure 
appropriate for a walkable 
town centre; 

The object of 

this scheme is 

to achieve the 

comprehensive 

redevelopment  

of  the area. 

n The creation of  a strong 
local identity by integration 
of  new development with 
the existing architecture 
and a coherent approach to 
character consistency; 

n The provision of  public 
spaces (both green and 
hard landscaped) that are 
well overlooked by adjacent 
development to support the 
creation of  vibrant, safe and 
attractive places of  activity; 
n A wide range of 
development types 
supporting a mix of  uses  
and leading to an improved 
town centre offer; 
n The provision of  cafés, 
bars and restaurants; 
n Urban design that will 
enhance the town centre 
and the attractiveness of 
the prime shopping area; 
and contribution to transport 
infrastructure and better 
linkages into the High Street 
and oxford Street through 
new junctions. 

A number of  objections to 
this CPo have been received 
and the Council is currently 
waiting on a date for a Public 
Inquiry from the Planning 
Inspectorate when the CPo 
will be considered and 
objectors will be able to make 
their case. This is likely to be 
in September 2008. 
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Parking progress 

WELLINGBOrOUGH 

Station, which will be  
a focal point of the new 
Stanton Cross development,  
attracts a significant flow  
of passengers to London. 
Many of those passengers 
arrive by car and require 
good car parking facilities  
at the station. 

With the development 
of  Stanton Cross, the main 
access road to the town 
centre will be an extension  

temporary car park has been 

of  Midland Road, which will 
pass in front of  the station 
forecourt and rise up to 
cross the railway north of  the 
station. This development 
will require possession of  the 
station’s northern car park for 
construction, and reduce the 
available car parking capacity 
until new car parking is made 
available on the eastern side 
of  the railway. 

To compensate for the 
short term loss of  parking, a 

constructed on a 
former builder’s yard 
site at the end of 
Midland Road. It was 
handed over to East 
Midlands Trains and 
opened for public use 
during March 2008. 

Unfortunately, even 

with extra capacity, many rail 
travellers are still choosing to 
park in the nearby residential 
streets, causing problems for 
the local residents as most 
of  the properties in the area 
do not have off-street parking 
facilities. 

Enforcement 

Following the 
reintroduction of  on-street 
parking enforcement by the 
Northamptonshire Parking 
Partnership in the last year, 
discussions have been held 
with a view to the introduction 
of  resident parking schemes 
in residential areas around 
the station which would 
eliminate the all-day parking 
by rail travellers but still allow 
residents to park in the streets. 

Should approval in principle 
be given to the proposals by 
the Council, it is anticipated 
that full consultation will be 
carried out with the residents 
during the summer/autumn 
months. Should the majority 
of  residents wish for the 
proposals to go forward, 
it is hoped that the new 
restrictions would be in place 
in early 2009. 

Improvement 

These proposals, when 
implemented, should greatly 
improve the environment and 
facilities for residents living 
in the vicinity of  the railway 
station and relocate the 
peripheral commuter parking 
to the station car parks where 
it should rightly be. 

IN the autumn of  2007, 
Stagecoach took over the 
operation of  the Midland Main 
Line rail services through 
Wellingborough  
and are now known as 
East Midlands Trains. 

With the ongoing 
construction of  a new station 
at Corby, the new franchise 
required that an hourly service 
be provided to London from 
Corby. To provide that service, 
the proposed 2009 timetable retains  
the existing half  hourly service 
to London from Kettering and 
Wellingborough but only one of 
those services will be extended north 
of  Kettering to Leicester, the other 
providing the required service to Corby. 

While the proposed new timetable, 
therefore, provides a similar service 
to London from Wellingborough, 
services to Leicester and the north 
are to be reduced to one an hour 
serving Market Harborough, Leicester, 

Loughborough and Nottingham. 
Passengers requiring travel to 

points further north will be required to 
change trains at Leicester and again at 
either Derby or Sheffield. In addition, 
a new station is being constructed to 
serve East Midlands airport, the one 
remaining train from Wellingborough 
to Nottingham will pass through the 
station non-stop, meaning that would-
be air passengers wishing to travel 
to the airport by rail would have to 
wait for approximately 45 minutes at 

Leicester for a connection to the airport. 
The Borough Council is disappointed 

with the new proposals in respect of 
the new northbound services from 
Wellingborough and is lobbying for 
the reinstatement of  a half  hourly 
northbound service to Leicester with 
direct services to both Derby and the 
new East Midlands Parkway station. 
The Council is also entering into 
discussions with both East Midlands 
Trains and Network Rail into ways that 
major improvements can be made to 
Wellingborough station and to improve 
the timetable in future. 

2009 rail 
service 
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Borough business  

all set for a boost
 
LIkE the rest of the County of 

Northamptonshire, Wellingborough 
is entering a period of unprecedented 
growth and transformation. This will 
naturally bring challenges, but also 
presents a great opportunity to boost  
the local economy. 

Although the area enjoys relatively 
low unemployment levels, the Borough 
has a tradition of  low-skilled/low-paid 
employment in industries such as 
manufacturing, retailing and warehousing. 

To prevent the loss of  young people  
to places like London and Milton Keynes 
to study and work, we need to ensure  
that we create better education,  
training and employment opportunities. 

The ambition is to produce 12,400 
new jobs to balance the 12,800 new 
houses Wellingborough will accommodate 
between 2001-2021. This equates to 620 
new jobs per year and is quite a challenge. 

The new jobs could be brought 
about in three main ways: 
n Existing Businesses – working with 
local companies to better understand  
their needs and support their growth 
n New Starts – by encouraging and 
supporting entrepreneurs to start their 
own businesses 
n Attracting new ‘Inward Investment’  
– either by foreign-owned or large  
UK companies. 

Promoting 
the attributes 

New starts and inwards investment can 
be achieved more effectively by actively 
promoting the attributes of  the area, the 
benefits to businesses of  being located 
here (e.g. centrally located and cost 
effective – especially when compared to 
places like London and Milton Keynes). 

on this basis, the Council has  
invested in a joint campaign with 
Wellingborough’s Town Centre 
Partnership and a promotional  
brochure has been produced.  
As well as explaining why we feel 
Wellingborough is an excellent  
business location, it shows the variety  
of  housing and leisure facilities  
available to families who move here. 

It will be targeted at 2,500 key  
contacts including companies and 
commercial agents, and is the first step  
in what we hope will be a very successful 
marketing campaign for Wellingborough 
and help to show why we feel 
Wellingborough is a place to be proud of. 
n For more details on any of the  
above information, please call  
the Economic Development  
section on 01933 231983 or email 
ndennis@wellingborough.gov.uk 

Stanton Cross gets the go-ahead
 
THE Borough Council of 2006 subject to the developers considerable amount of  time to ensure 
Wellingborough has granted  and landowners signing a planning it will reach our highest standards in 
consent for the Stanton Cross agreement, which has now been terms of  sustainability and community 
development (led by Bovis Homes),  completed. This will provide an benefits. We also had to apply our 
the mixed use urban extension estimated 150 million pounds of technical expertise to ensure the 
proposed to the east of  the town. community benefits as the site is site was properly assessed given its 

The development comprises 3,200 developed out, not only for those inaccessibility – across two flood plains 
dwellings, a neighbourhood centre residents who will live in Stanton  and a railway. All this effort is well worth 
and two secondary centres, a large Cross, but also for existing residents  it to ensure we get it right.” 
town park following the River Ise, a of  Wellingborough. n For further information on 
significant amount of  employment land, The Chief  Executive of  the this please contact Growth and 
a transport interchange at the station Council, Lyn Martin-Bennison, stated: Development on 01933 231989/5  
and substantial road infrastructure to “A development of  this scale and or email: growthanddevelopment 
access the development site. importance required us to devote a @wellingborough.gov.uk 

The decision to grant consent was 
taken by the Council in December 
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Contact 
If you would like further information on any of these projects,  
please visit our website at: www.wellingborough.gov.uk 
or contact: 

The Growth Area Development Team 
Tel: 01933 231985 
Fax: 01933 231980 

Email: growthanddevelopment@wellingborough.gov.uk 

sitespecific ensure that your details are 
correct and up to date. 

New plan document 

THE Nene Riverside Project 
has been a priority for the 
Borough Council since 
2000 when it published a 
document setting out the 
vision for the area entitled 
The Nene Gateway. The 
document was subject 
to extensive consultation 
and the project set out to 
provide a major programme 
of  recreational and 
environmental improvements 
along the embankment 
area of  the river Nene in 
Wellingborough. 

£250,000 funding 
was provided by the 
Government for Phase 1 of 

the Nene Riverside scheme 
facilitating the completion 
of  embankment promenade 
works, riverworks and 
redevelopment of  the pool 
area to a wet & dry play 
area. This work has now 
been completed. 

This project has provided 
a modern, safe play area 
which has been very 
successful. It has attracted 
a large number of  visitors to 
the Embankment and adds 
value to growth proposals 
and the River Nene Regional 
Park (RNRP) concept 
for wider recreational 
and amenity resources 

for Wellingborough and 
Northamptonshire. 

Phase 2 of  the scheme 
has provided enhancement 
of  the existing car parking 
facilities (which were prone 
to flooding in wet weather) 
and safer access to this 
popular facility. £100,000 
funding was received from 
RNRP for this work 
which has been 
completed and will 
provide suitable 
parking throughout 
the year. 

An additional 
£94,000 funding 
was also received 

which has been used to 
construct the first element of 
a proposed ‘Greenway’ link, 
for pedestrians and cyclists, 
between the Embankment 
and Summer Leys Nature 
Reserve, which will be 
developed as funding and 
land becomes available over 
future years. 

Phase 2 of  the Nene Riverside scheme completed 

NE of the plans being oprepared by the 
Borough Council as part 
of the Local Development 
Framework (LDF) is the 
Site Specific Proposals 
Development Plan Document. 

This document will relate to 
the entire Borough except for 
Wellingborough Town Centre 
(which will have its own Action 
Plan). It will identify the sites 
which should be developed to 
meet the housing, employment 
and other land use needs 
established through the North 
Northamptonshire Core Spatial 
Strategy up to the year 2021. 

The Plan will also identify 
the sites for protection and 
enhancement – such as 

important open space. Village 
boundaries will also be defined 
for most villages to identify  
the level of  growth in the  
rural area. 

The last stage of  the Plan 
was an ‘Issues and options’ 
paper which was consulted 
on in February 2006. The 
next stage is to identify the 
‘Preferred options’. 

These will have been 
decided after considering 
the responses from previous 
consultation, further 
discussions with service 
providers and stakeholders 
and taking into account 
evidence provided by further 
studies. Recent studies include 
topics such as retail, housing 

land availability, employment 
and sport and leisure. There 
will be a consultation period 
of  at least six weeks in the 
autumn of  this year on these 
preferred options before we 
prepare the final Plan. This 
Plan will then be considered 
by an independent Inspector 
before it is adopted as one 
of  the main mechanisms 
for delivering growth and 
protecting the environment  
of  the Borough. 

There will be notices, 
adverts and events taking 
place to make you aware of 
progress on the Plan, but if 
you want to be notified as soon 
as possible register on-line at 
www.wellingborough.gov.uk/ 

If  you do not have access 
to the internet but would like  
to be consulted on future plans 
you can still ensure that you 
are told when consultation 
takes place by contacting 
the Planning Policy team via 
telephone, letter, and email or 
online with your details: 
Planning Policy, Borough 
Council of  Wellingborough,  
Swanspool House, 
Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire NN8 1BP 
Tel: 01933 231922 
Email: mregan@ 
wellingborough.gov.uk 
n Already registered? 
You will be automatically 
contacted via your preferred 
contact method – please 

www.wellingborough.gov.uk

