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10 Parking 
 

Parking in town centres 
 
10.1 Regeneration and expansion of town centres forms a key part of the overall 

approach to sustainable growth in Northamptonshire.  While this will lead to more 
people wishing to access the town centres, there is little point in providing 
additional public car parking spaces within the town centres where the road 
network does not have the capacity to cope with significant number of additional 
vehicles. 
 
Policy PK1 – We will work with Northampton Borough Council and the 
West Northamptonshire Development Corporation to develop a joint 
Parking Strategy for Northampton. 
 
Policy PK2 – For other towns, increased public car parking should only be 
provided in town centres where it can be accommodated on the road 
network. 
 

10.2 As the town centres grow, it is likely that some existing public car park sites may 
be identified as suitable sites for redevelopment.  There may also be a need to 
replace some current on-street parking facilities if these are removed as part of 
improvements to the public realm.  Replacement provision, which is more likely 
to be multi-storey to reduce land-take, should be located on the radial roads to 
act as interceptor car parks to encourage people to park without circulating the 
town centre and complete their journey to their final destination on foot. 
 
Policy PK3 - New or replacement car parks should be located on radial 
routes to act as interceptor facilities. 
 

10.3 The main focus for provision of any extra car parking spaces (in Northampton) 
will be in edge of town park & ride sites.  These will be introduced on a phased 
basis on the most heavily trafficked routes into Northampton, and then possibly 
in other towns.  Park & ride sites are likely to be the main focus for all day 
parking, and also for a proportion of medium-stay trips.  Pricing mechanisms of 
both park & ride and town centres car parks should be designed to encourage 
such usage.   
 
Policy PK4 - Park & Rides sites should be introduced on a phased basis on 
the most heavily trafficked routes into Northampton, and then possibly in 
other towns. 
 

10.4 The conventional focus of park & ride is on edge of town parking sites linking to 
the nearest town centre.  This can, however, result in a large number of private 
vehicles travelling along main inter-urban routes wishing to access the same park 
& ride site.  In principle, there is no reason why they could not be grouped 
together at a more distant park & ride site.   
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10.5 A similar effect could be achieved by providing a park & ride (or kiss & ride) site 

at a location on one of the main inter-urban bus routes, to provide access from a 
number of surrounding villages to the bus service to one or more main towns at a 
greater frequency than could be provided directly to the villages. 
 
Policy PK5 - further consideration should be given to the introduction of 
inter-urban park & ride sites, and the introduction of a pilot scheme(s). 
 

10.6 The level of parking provision in both housing and residential developments is 
critical to ensuring that sustainable transport policies are followed.  Providing too 
much parking is not only inefficient in land-use terms, but also can simply 
encourage greater car use.  However, a balance needs to be struck, as too little 
parking provision can in some cases result in congestion and safety problems as 
people try to find somewhere else to park.  While it is simple to say that different 
parking standards should apply in the centre of town to remote rural areas, those 
are only the extremes of a wide spectrum.  The ACCESSION software use for 
the Council’s Accessibility Strategy provides a means of assessing the relative 
levels of public transport provision in different areas.  The Council has worked 
with the local planning authorities to develop a methodology which will allow the 
appropriateness of parking standards to be tested on a site specific basis based 
on the quality of alternative provision, both now and in the future. 
 
Policy PK6 - The Council will maintain an accessibility-based tool for local 
planning authorities to use in determining parking standards.  
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11 Estate layouts 
 
11.1 The design of estate layouts, both residential and commercial, is critical to 

ensuring that a high-quality alternative to the car can be offered.  Or to express it 
in a different way, a poor estate layout can make use of the car more convenient 
by making it difficult to walk, cycle or access public transport.   

 
11.2 For public transport to be a viable option it is important that it passes close to as 

much of the development as possible.  But equally, the route needs to be as 
direct as possible to minimise running times.  This will both make the service 
more attractive and by minimising costs (in terms of the numbers of vehicles 
required) increase the chance of the service becoming commercial at a high 
frequency.  Since it is unlikely that even a large sustainable urban extension will 
be served by more than one bus route, the design of an effective public transport 
route in close proximity to as much of the development as possible should be a 
primary consideration in layout design. 
 

11.3 In contrast there are likely to be a number of walking and cycling routes to allow 
effective movement both within the development and in terms of linking the 
development to the existing walking and cycling networks.  Whether such 
provision is on- or off-road, it needs to be as direct and safe as possible to make 
it attractive to potential users. 
 

11.4 Roads need to be designed to allow for effective and safe movement of cars, 
cyclists and pedestrians around the development.  They also need to be 
designed to allow for other larger vehicles, such as buses and delivery vehicles.  
In commercial developments, design for heavy goods vehicles is obviously 
essential.  There is a compromise between accommodating larger vehicles and 
designing roads that encourage speeding.  It is better to design roads that 
encourage modest speeds rather than to have to install physical traffic calming 
features. 
 

11.5 The Council produced a draft Transportation Design Guide for Residential 
Developments for consultation in December 2006.  Since that time the 
Department for Transport has published the new Manual for Streets which 
updates much of the guidance on which our Draft Guidance had been drawn.  
We intend to work with the Commission for Architecture and the Built 
Environment, local planning authorities and developers to draw up new Guidance 
on Residential Estate Layouts which will draw upon the new Manual for Streets 
and other examples of best practice, as well as taking into account the 
comments received from the consultation on the previous draft. 
 

11.6 The Guidance should make clear how it will be applied across the full range of 
development from large urban extensions to infill development, and from the 
largest towns to the smallest villages. 
 
Policy EL1 - The Council will work with the Commission for Architecture 
and the Built Environment, local planning authorities and developers to 
draw up new Guidance on Residential Estate Layouts. 


