
 

 

18. Where recreational land and facilities are of poor quality or under-used, this should not 
be taken as necessarily indicating an absence of need in the area. Local authorities should 
seek opportunities to improve the value of existing facilities. Usage might be improved by 
better management or by capital investment to secure improvements. Planning obligations 
may be used where improvements are required to meet identified needs (see paragraph 
33). In looking to improve existing open space and facilities, local authorities should: 

i. promote the compatibility of the uses made of open spaces and sport and recreational 
facilities with adjoining land uses; 

ii. encourage better accessibility of existing open spaces and sports and recreational 
facilities, taking account of the mobility needs in the local population; and 

iii. promote better use of open spaces and sports and recreational facilities, by the use of 
good design to reduce crime. 

19. In considering applications for floodlighting, local authorities should ensure that local 
amenity is protected. The impact on the openness of the Green Belt, or on the character of 
the countryside, of floodlight towers or pylons should be a key factor in determining 
whether planning permission should be granted. Further guidance is contained in the 
companion document to this PPG. 

Planning For New Open Space And Sports And Recreational Facilities 

General principles 

20. In identifying where to locate new areas of open space, sports and recreational 
facilities, local authorities should: 

i. promote accessibility by walking, cycling and public transport, and ensure that facilities 
are accessible for people with disabilities; 

ii. locate more intensive recreational uses in sites where they can contribute to town centre 
vitality and viability; 

iii. avoid any significant loss of amenity to residents, neighbouring uses or biodiversity; 

iv. improve the quality of the public realm through good design; 

v. look to provide areas of open space in commercial and industrial areas; 

vi. add to and enhance the range and quality of existing facilities; 
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vii. carefully consider security and personal safety, especially for children; 

viii. meet the regeneration needs of areas, using brownfield in preference to greenfield 
sites; 

ix. consider the scope for using any surplus land for open space, sport or recreational use, 
weighing this against alternative uses; 

x. assess the impact of new facilities on social inclusion; and 

xi. consider the recreational needs of visitors and tourists. 

In addition to these general principles, paragraphs 21-32 below apply in respect of specific 
types of facilities or areas. 

Mixed-use Sport, Recreation and Leisure Facilities 

21. Many sporting and recreational facilities will be similar in their land use characteristics 
to some forms of leisure - by making intensive use of land and attracting a large number of 
visits. Indeed, some will be mixed with significant elements of entertainment, retail or 
leisure uses and will function for many hours of the day. Planning permission for such 
developments should only be granted where they are to be located in highly accessible 
locations in or adjacent to town centres, or in district or neighbourhood centres. Planning 
permission should not be granted for a location outside such a town centre if the resulting 
development would undermine the centre. Sites in central locations should be allocated 
where there is a high level of demand for such mixed use facilities. The guidance in PPG6 
explains the principles that should be applied to the location of town centre uses. 

Stadia and Major Developments 

22. Planning permission for stadia and major sports developments which will accommodate 
large numbers of spectators, or which will also function as a facility for community based 
sports and recreation, should only be granted when they are to be located in areas with 
good access to public transport. Planning permission for additional facilities (such as retail 
and leisure uses) should not be granted for any out-of-centre developments unless they 
comply with the policy set out in PPG6. 

Local Facilities 

23. Local authorities should ensure that provision is made for local sports and recreational 
facilities (either through an increase in the number of facilities or through improvements to 
existing facilities) where planning permission is granted for new developments (especially 
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housing). Planning obligations (see paragraph 33 below) should be used where 
appropriate to seek increased provision of open spaces and local sports and recreational 
facilities, and the enhancement of existing facilities. Where local facilities will attract people 
from a wider catchment, especially in urban areas, planning permission should not be 
granted unless they are located where they will be well served by public transport. 

Open Spaces 

24. In planning for new open spaces and in assessing planning applications for 
development, local authorities should seek opportunities to improve the local open space 
network, to create public open space from vacant land, and to incorporate open space 
within new development on previously-used land. They should also consider whether use 
can be made of land which is otherwise unsuitable for development, or procure public use 
of privately owned areas of land or sports facilities. 

Urban Fringe Areas 

25. The countryside around towns provides a valuable resource for the provision of sport 
and recreation, particularly in situations where there is an absence of land in urban areas 
to meet provision. Subject to paragraphs 27-30 below, local authorities should encourage 
the creation of sports and recreational facilities in such areas and the development of areas 
of managed countryside, such as country parks, community forests, and agricultural 
showgrounds. Where planning permission is to be granted for such land uses, local 
planning authorities should ensure that facilities are accessible by walking, cycling and 
public transport as alternatives to the use of the car. 

Rural Areas 

26. In rural areas those sports and recreational facilities which are likely to attract 
significant numbers of participants or spectators should be located in, or on the edge of, 
country towns. Smaller scale facilities will be acceptable where they are located in, or 
adjacent to villages to meet the needs of the local community. Developments will require 
special justification if they are to be located in open countryside, although proposals for 
farm diversification involving sports and recreational activities should be given favourable 
consideration. All development in rural areas should be designed and sited with great care 
and sensitivity to its rural location. 

Sports and Recreation Provision in Designated Areas 

27. Designation of areas as National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty does 
not preclude the use of land for sporting and recreational activities, but noisy or other 

JBell
Highlight


