
72. The likely availability and use of public transport is a very important ingredient in 
determining locational policies designed to reduce the need for travel by car19. Within the 
context of the local transport plan, local authorities should work in partnership with public 
transport providers and operators, and use their planning and transport powers to improve 
public transport in ways which will reinforce the effectiveness of location policies in the 
development plan. The aim should be to establish a high quality, safe, secure and reliable 
network of routes, with good interchanges, which matches the pattern of travel demand in 
order to maximise the potential usage of public transport. 
73. The Governments 10 Year Plan for Transport, together with the Transport Act 200020 , 
will help to establish greater public and private partnership, certainty and investment in 
public transport. This, in turn, will give greater confidence to those bringing forward major 
travel generating development to locate on central urban sites, in line with this guidance. 
74. In preparing their development plans and determining planning applications, local 
authorities, in conjunction with work on the local transport plan, should: 

1. identify the key routes for bus improvements and priority measures, and the measures 
that will be taken; 

2. ensure, so far as is practicable, that traffic management measures do not impede the 
effectiveness of public transport services; 

3. explore the potential, and identify any proposals, for improving rail travel, in liaison 
with the SRA, including the reopening of rail lines, or creation of new stations on 
existing rail lines, light rail or guided bus routes (giving due consideration to the funding 
and value for money of such proposals); 

4. identify the potential for improved interchange between different transport services and 
between public transport and walking and cycling; 

5. negotiate for improvements to public transport as part of development proposals, in 
order to reduce the need to travel by car and the level of parking at such sites, and 

6. work with transport operators and other organisations to improve personal security 
across the whole journey. 

The Guidance on Full Local Transport Plans provides advice on how local authorities should use their 
transport powers to improve public transport. 

Walking 

75. Walking is the most important mode of travel at the local level and offers the greatest 
potential to replace short car trips, particularly under 2 kilometres. Walking also forms an 
often forgotten part of all longer journeys by public transport and car. Local authorities 
should use their planning and transport powers to give greater priority to walking, as set 
out in the Governments national guidance Encouraging Walking: Advice for Local 
Authorities(March 2000). The Guidance on Full Local Transport Plans requires authorities 
to prepare local walking strategies, the main elements of which should be incorporated in 
their local transport plan. These strategies will set out how local authorities will improve 
conditions for pedestrians, and set targets relevant to the aim of encouraging more people to walk. 
76. In preparing their development plans and in determining planning applications, local 
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authorities should: 

1. in conjunction with work on preparing the local walking strategy, review existing 
provision for pedestrians, in order to identify the network of routes and locations 
(including the links between key uses such as schools, town centres and transport 
interchanges) where the needs and safety of pedestrians will be given priority, and the 
measures that will be taken to support this objective; 

2. pay particular attention to the design, location and access arrangements of new
 
development to help promote walking as a prime means of access;
 

3. promote high density, mixed use development in and around town centres and near to 
major transport interchanges; 

4. promote and protect local day to day shops and services which are within easy walking 
distance of housing; 

5. create more direct, safe and secure walking routes, particularly in and around town 
centres and local neighbourhoods, and to schools and stations, to reduce the actual 
walking distance between land uses, and to public transport; and 

6. ensure that the personal security concerns of pedestrians are addressed21. 

77. Local authorities, as part of their local walking strategy, should also promote walking through measures 
such as: 

1. provision of wider pavements, including the reallocation of road space to pedestrians, 
and environmental improvements, including improved lighting; 

2. pedestrian-friendly road crossings which give pedestrians greater priority at traffic 
signals and avoid long detours and waiting times, indirect footbridges or underpasses; 

3. traffic calming measures to reduce speeds, particularly near to schools, in urban
 
residential areas (perhaps as part of a home zone) and in villages;
 

4. encouraging health and education providers and employers to promote walking to 
and from schools and places of work, ideally in the context of site-specific travel plans; 

5. pedestrianisation schemes where vehicle access is restricted or prohibited to boost 
the attractiveness of town and local centres for shopping, employment and leisure uses. 
Schemes may include clear zones, where access is restricted to walking, cycling and low or 
non-polluting vehicles; 

6. encouraging more use of public rights of way for local journeys and help promote
 
missing links in rights of way networks;
 

7. partnerships with local health authorities and input to Local Health Improvement Plans; 
and 

8. encouraging pedestrian routes, for instance, along river banks, canal towpaths or 
disused railways to be highly visible and integrated with other activities, in order to maximise 
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pedestrian safety and security. 

Cycling 

78. Cycling also has potential to substitute for short car trips, particularly those under 5km, 
and to form part of a longer journey by public transport. The Transport White Paper 
reaffirmed the important contribution cycling can make in an integrated transport system, 
and endorsed the targets and aspirations in the National Cycling Strategy. Local 
authorities are required to produce a local cycling strategy as part of their local transport 
plan. They should actively seek to establish partnerships for action with other public 
bodies, commercial organisations and voluntary sector groups. 
79. In preparing their development plans and in determining planning applications, local 
authorities should: 

1. in conjunction with work on the local transport plan, review existing provision for 
cyclists, in order to identify networks and routes, including those to transport 
interchanges, along which the needs and safety of cyclists will be given priority, and set 
out the specific measures which will be taken to support this objective. Generally these 
routes will use existing highways, but may also include the use of redundant railway 
lines or space alongside canals and rivers. Linear parks in urban areas may often 
provide opportunities for cycling routes; 

2. influence the design, location and access arrangements of development, including 
restrictions on parking, to ensure it promotes cycling; 

3. seek the provision of convenient, safe and secure cycle parking and changing 
facilities in developments and the provision of cycle storage facilities at transport 
interchanges, including park and ride sites; 

4. seek the provision of convenient, safe and secure cycle parking in town centres; 

5. seek the provision of cycle routes and cycle priority measures in major new 
developments. As with pedestrian routes, cycle routes should not be isolated from other 
activity so as to promote personal safety; and 

6. where appropriate, assist in the completion of the national cycle network, and 
additional key links to and from the network, as well as promoting local networks. 

80. Local authorities, as part of their local transport plan strategy, should also promote cycling through 
measures such as: 

1. reducing traffic volumes on particular routes, including where relevant, restricting or 
diverting heavy goods vehicles; 

2. traffic calming - reducing speeds, particularly in residential areas and close to schools; 

3. giving priority at junctions and improving links, through the introduction of advanced 
stop lines, cycle bypasses, cycle gaps and contraflow cycle lanes; 
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4. reallocation of carriageway, to provide more space for cyclists, such as cycle lanes or 
bus lanes where cyclists are permitted; 

5. improvement of facilities off the carriageway, such as cycle tracks or paths; 

6. encouraging health and education providers and employers to promote cycling to 
and from schools, hospitals and places of work, ideally in the context of site-specific travel 
plans; 

7. encouraging more use of public rights of way for local journeys and helping to promote 
links in rights of way networks; and 

8. carefully considering the shared use of space with pedestrians when alternative 
options are impractical. Unsegregated shared use should be avoided where possible, 
particularly in well-used urban contexts22. 

15  In addition, the Institute of Logistics and Transport has published Joining Up the 
Journey(April 2000) which provides guidance on improving passenger interchange for those 
preparing local transport plans and similar documents. 

16  See Traffic Advice Leaflet 5/95, Parking for Disabled People. 

17  Bus Based Park and Ride: A Good Practice Guide Second edition (May 2000). 

18  Home zones aim to improve the quality of life in residential areas by using a range of 
environmental and traffic calming measures to reduce the impact of motor traffic, and allow 
streets to be used by residents for purposes other than passage. The Transport Act 2000 has 
given a statutory basis for home zones and quiet lanes. 

19  The Transport Act 2000 requires each local transport authority to prepare a bus strategy, 
which is to form part of the local transport plan. The Act also provides for statutory bus quality 
partnerships and quality contracts. 

20  See: Personal Security Issues in Pedestrian Journeys DETR (May 1999). 

21  See: Personal Security Issues in Pedestrian Journeys DETR (May 1999). 

22  For further advice see: 

- Cycle Friendly Infrastructure (1996) (available from the Institution of Highways & 
Transportation); 

- DETR Traffic Advisory Leaflets 3/99 and 4/99 contains useful bibliographies on cycling and 
traffic calming issues, respectively; 

- DETR Cycle Audit and Cycle Review Guidelines (1998) (available from the Institution of 
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