
 

15 PLANNING POLICY STATEMENT 3 | National Planning Policies 

–	 Options for accommodating new housing growth (or renewal of existing housing 
stock), taking into account opportunities for, and constraints on, development. Options 
may include, for example, re-use of vacant and derelict sites or industrial and 
commercial sites for providing housing as part of mixed-use town centre development27, 
additional housing in established residential areas, large scale redevelopment and 
re-design of existing areas, expansion of existing settlements through urban extensions 
and creation of new freestanding settlements. 

–	 Accessibility of proposed development to existing local community facilities, 
infrastructure and services, including public transport. The location of housing should 
facilitate the creation of communities of sufficient size and mix to justify the 
development of, and sustain, community facilities, infrastructure and services. 

–	 The need to provide housing in rural areas, not only in market towns and local service 
centres but also in villages in order to enhance or maintain their sustainability. This 
should include, particularly in small rural settlements, considering the relationship 
between settlements so as to ensure that growth is distributed in a way that supports 
informal social support networks, assists people to live near their work and benefit from 
key services, minimise environmental impact and, where possible, encourage 
environmental benefits. 

–	 The need to develop mixed, sustainable communities across the wider local authority 
area as well as at neighbourhood level. 

39.	 Reflecting the above considerations, Local Planning Authorities will be responsible for 
determining, in consultation with developers, infrastructure providers and the wider 
community, the most appropriate strategy and policies for addressing current and future 
need and demand for housing in their local areas within the context of delivering the 
overall spatial vision. They should undertake Sustainability Appraisal to develop and test 
various options, considering, for each, the social, economic and environmental 
implications, including costs, benefits and risks. 

Effective use of land 

40.	 A key objective is that Local Planning Authorities should continue to make effective use of 
land by re-using land that has been previously developed. 

41.	 The national annual target is that at least 60 per cent of new housing should be provided 
on previously developed land. This includes land and buildings that are vacant or derelict 
as well as land that is currently in use but which has potential for re-development. When 
identifying previously-developed land for housing development, Local Planning Authorities 
and Regional Planning Bodies will, in particular, need to consider sustainability issues as 
some sites will not necessarily be suitable for housing. 

27 See Planning Policy Statement 6: Planning for Town Centres, ODPM, 2005. 
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