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– An assessment of the impact of development upon existing or planned infrastructure 
and of any new infrastructure required. 

34.	 Regional Spatial Strategies should set out the level of overall housing provision23 for the 
region, broadly illustrated in a housing delivery trajectory, for a sufficient period to enable 
Local Planning Authorities to plan for housing over a period of at least 15 years. This 
should be distributed amongst constituent housing market and Local Planning Authority 

24areas.

35.	 Regional Spatial Strategies should also set out the approach to co-ordinating housing 
provision across the region. This may include arrangements for managing the release of 
land both within and across housing market areas. It will involve monitoring and reviewing 
housing performance across the region and taking appropriate action where it becomes 
apparent that regional housing provision is not or is at risk of not being achieved. 

Providing housing in suitable locations 

Identifying suitable locations for housing development 

36.	 In support of its objective of creating mixed and sustainable communities, the 
Government’s policy is to ensure that housing is developed in suitable locations which offer 
a range of community facilities and with good access to jobs, key services and 
infrastructure. This should be achieved by making effective use of land, existing 
infrastructure and available public and private investment, and include consideration of the 
opportunity for housing provision on surplus public sector land (including land owned by 
Central Government and its bodies or Local Authorities) to create mixed use developments. 
The priority for development should be previously developed land,25 in particular vacant 
and derelict sites and buildings. 

37.	 At the regional level, the Regional Spatial Strategy should identify broad strategic locations 
for new housing developments so that the need and demand for housing can be addressed 
in a way that reflects sustainable development principles. Regional Planning Bodies should, 
working with stakeholders, set out the criteria to be used for selecting suitable broad 
locations for new housing, taking into account: 

–	 Evidence of current and future levels of need and demand for housing, at the local, sub
regional, regional and national level, as well as the availability of suitable land. 

–	 The contribution to be made to cutting carbon emissions from focusing new 
development in locations with good public transport accessibility and/or by means 
other than the private car and where it can readily and viably draw its energy supply 
from decentralised energy supply systems based on renewable and low-carbon forms of 
energy supply, or where there is clear potential for this to be realised. 

23 Expressed as net additional dwellings (and gross if appropriate).
 
24 Regional Spatial Strategy Monitoring: A Good Practice Guide (ODPM, 2005).
 
25 See definition in Annex B.
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