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Part B Statement for Northamptonshire
 

Statement for Northamptonshire 

(East Midlands) 

Introduction 

119.	 In accordance with the spatial framework set out in 

Part A, major areas of new development will be 

concentrated in Northampton (defined as a Principal 

Urban Area) and in the neighbouring growth towns of 

Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough. 

120.	 Outside these towns smaller amounts of development 
will be located at the Sub-Regional centre of Daventry 
and in other small towns within the county. These 
include Desborough, Rothwell, Burton Latimer, 
Rushden, Higham Ferrers and Irthlingborough and the 
rural service centres of Towcester, Oundle, Raunds, 
Thrapston and Brackley. In other rural settlements 
new development will be limited to that required for 
local needs. 

MKSM Northamptonshire Policy 1: The Spatial Framework
 

The majority of development in Northamptonshire should be concentrated in the Northampton Implementation Area 
and the neighbouring growth towns of Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough. 

Beyond these main urban centres development should be focused at the Sub-Regional centre of Daventry, the smaller 
towns of Desborough, Rothwell, Burton Latimer, Rushden, Higham Ferrers and Irthlingborough and the rural service 
centres of Towcester, Oundle, Raunds, Thrapston and Brackley. 

In the remainder of the county, the rural hinterlands, development should be limited with the emphasis on meeting local 
needs and the retention of basic services and facilities. 

Housing provision for each local authority area in Northamptonshire for each of the five year phases over the period 
2001—2021 should be made at the following annual average rates: 

2001—06 2006—11 2011—16 2016—21 Total 
2001—21 

Corby* 560 680 1,060 1,060 16,800 

Daventry 540 540 540 540 10,800 

East Northamptonshire 520 520 420 420 9,400 

Kettering 550 810 630 630 13,100 

Northampton* 1,050 1,450 1,750 1,750 30,000 

South Northamptonshire 330 330 330 330 6,600 

Wellingborough 595 595 685 685 12,800 

Total 4,145 4,925 5,415 5,415 99,500 

*Figures for Corby and Northampton include any provision made in urban extensions across local authority boundaries. 
Such provision would be additional to the figures for the ‘receiving authorities’ in the above table. 
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Principal Urban Area — Northampton
 

121.	 Northampton will develop as a Principal Urban Area 
for the Milton Keynes South Midlands Sub-Region and 
the wider region. The Northampton Implementation 

MKSM Northamptonshire Policy 2:
 
Northampton Implementation Area
 

New development will be delivered through a combination 
of urban regeneration and intensification and the 
development of new sustainable urban extensions, 
integrated with the development of enhanced public 
transport and new public interchanges. Northampton 
Borough, and the District and Borough Councils of South 
Northamptonshire and Daventry should together identify 
and provide for the timely preparation of an appropriate 
set of LDDs to put into effect the proposals of the Sub-
Regional Strategy for the growth within the Northampton 
Implementation Area (NIA). This should include joint 
working on core strategies and a joint LDD to investigate 
longer term growth options for the NIA. 

Together these LDDs should provide for an increase in the 
number of homes in the NIA in the period to 2021 as 
follows: 

2001— 2006— 2011— 2016— Total 
2006 2011 2016 2021 2001–2021 

Total 5,250 7,250 8,750 8,750 30,000 

Annual 
average rate 1,050 1,450 1,750 1,750 1,500 

In examining future growth options the longer-term 
perspective of the Sub-Regional Strategy (for a further 
17,500 dwellings in the decade 2021—31) should be borne 
in mind as an uncommitted planning assumption, and will 
be subject to future review. 

The levels of development proposed will be monitored 
against an increase in employment of 37,200 jobs in West 
Northamptonshire (Northampton Borough, and Daventry 
and South Northamptonshire districts) in the period to 
2021. This employment figure is a reference value to be 
used for the monitoring and review and not as a target. 

Taken in combination the LDDs within the LDS should set 
firm guidelines for proactive inter-agency approaches 
that will: 

• meet all the principles for creating sustainable 
communities set out in Strategic Policy 3; 

• provide for housing growth using both greenfield land 
and previously developed land, but maximising 
opportunities for recycling redundant and under-used 
urban land especially at nodal sites and on good-quality 
public transport routes; 

Area (NIA) covers Northampton Borough and 

neighbouring parts of Daventry and South 

Northamptonshire Districts. 

• provide an adequate choice of high-quality employment 
sites for targeted office and high-value knowledge-
based industries and for existing key sectors, making a 
realistic assessment of the prospects for continuing use 
of older sites and including an appropriate degree of 
mixed use on suitable sites, both new and existing; 

• reduce the need to travel by integrating land use and 
transport planning, reviewing the need for new orbital 
and other roads, achieving a step change in the 
attractiveness of public transport within the urban area, 
implementing town-wide park and ride schemes, 
comprehensively improving the attractiveness of 
walking and cycling, and implementing demand 
management measures; 

• provide for suitable urban extensions (without 
reference to local authority boundaries) clearly linked, 
where appropriate, with the completion of any key 
items of necessary associated infrastructure; 

• identify an appropriate number of existing and possible 
future District Centres (urban hubs) to form sustainable 
sub-centres for shopping and for the provision of 
commercial and social services, giving an emphasis to 
regeneration needs and opportunities for urban 
renaissance where relevant; 

• achieve a better quality of new development 
throughout the urban area, including strategic 
improvements to the public realm, and sympathetic 
design of the edge of the urban area and the 
surrounding countryside; 

• review, and if necessary, set new targets for the 
provision of affordable housing within the area of the 
LDD; 

• consider the opportunity for the further development 
of higher education facilities in Northampton; 

• provide for additional primary health and social care 
services within existing primary care outlets, in bespoke 
new healthcare centres within the sustainable urban 
extensions and within new and expanded community 
hospitals; 

• expand, reconfigure and modernise secondary 
healthcare facilities as required to ensure sufficient 
capacity; and 

• make appropriate provision for green infrastructure 
including the suggested River Nene Regional Park 
which can play an important role as a strategic 
recreational resource and offer opportunities to protect 
and enhance  landscape character, biodiversity and 
cultural heritage.  
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MKSM Northamptonshire Policy 3: 
Northampton Central Area 

Northampton Borough Council, in partnership with other 
relevant bodies, will prepare an LDD to provide a long-
term framework for revitalising and upgrading the quality 
and facilities of the central area, including: 

• developing the area around and including the railway
 
station not only as a transport hub for the town, but
 
also as an attractive and vibrant gateway to the town
 
centre and a focus for development;
 

• improving the range and quality of retail provision by 
increasing comparison and convenience floorspace, and 
linking this into a revitalisation of the rest of the central 
area incorporating attractive links to the railway station 

Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough 

122.	 The neighbouring towns of Corby, Kettering and 
Wellingborough have been identified as locations with 
the potential for an increased level of new growth. It 
is important that they grow in a complementary way, 
while retaining their separate identities. All three are 

MKSM Northamptonshire Policy 4:
 
Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough
 

The Local Development Documents for the local planning 
authorities of Corby, Kettering, Wellingborough and East 
Northamptonshire should identify and provide for a joint 
approach which will apply the principles for creating 
sustainable communities set out in Strategic Policy 3 and 
put into effect the proposals of the Sub-Regional Strategy 
for North Northamptonshire. 

This should include a joint core strategy for North 
Northamptonshire. Within the overall provision made in 
Northamptonshire Policy 1, an increase of 34,100 dwellings 
will be accommodated in the neighbouring growth towns 
of Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough by 2021. 

In examining future growth options, the longer term 
perspective of the Sub-Regional Strategy for a further 
28,000 additional dwellings in North Northamptonshire for 
the period 2021—2031 should be borne in mind as an 
uncommitted planning assumption, subject to review at an 
appropriate future date. 

Growth Locations 

In all three towns, the capacity of the existing built-up area 
to accommodate additional development will be utilised to 
the full, through measures to assess and bring forward 
surplus employment sites and other previously developed 
land and, particularly in Corby, through the opportunities 

and waterfront areas; 

• making the central area the focus of a range of 
employment opportunities with a particular emphasis 
on offices, through the provision of large office space 
through to small office suites in both new and 
converted accommodation; 

• developing cultural/ heritage tourism by enhancing the 
existing cultural heritage facilities and attractions, and 
through the provision of new facilities; and 

• increasing the range of centrally located overnight 
accommodation. 

important retail, business and community centres 
serving their own individual catchments.  This role will 
continue but the three town centres will need to 
adapt to cater for increased population and to 
address regeneration needs. 

for intensification and mixed use provided by regeneration 
and redevelopment. 

In parallel, proposals will be brought forward for 
sustainable urban extensions to provide for additional 
development in each of the three towns. Areas of search 
for such extensions will include: 

• north east, north west, south, south west and west of 
Corby; 

• to the east, west and south of Kettering; 

• to the east, north and west of Wellingborough. 

All new sustainable urban extensions will require a 
masterplanning approach developed with appropriate 
consultation and appraisal.  

Environment and green infrastructure 

Urban extensions should be planned so as to ensure the 
continued physical separation of the three towns, and to 
prevent coalescence with smaller towns and settlements 
within and adjoining the growth area. Opportunities should 
be taken to enhance important existing environmental 
assets such as Rockingham Forest and promote the 
provision of new green infrastructure to enhance the 
attractiveness of the area and meet the needs of its 
population. 

Transport 

New development should be planned to take account of 
the committed transport investment and with further 
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consideration of other transport provision indicated in 
Figure 7 and other initiatives, so as to facilitate a 
significant modal shift towards public transport use, 
particularly in relation to urban extensions. The new 
station proposal at Corby and associated train service 
changes will need to be reassessed in due course, as the 
town develops further, and will be subject to the usual 
appraisal and affordability criteria. High quality public 
transport services should be provided between and within 
each of the linked growth towns so as to connect key 
centres of housing, employment and service activities. 

Employment 

The levels of development proposed will be monitored 
against an increase in employment of 43,800 jobs in 
north Northamptonshire (i.e. Corby, Kettering, 
Wellingborough and East Northants) in the period to 2021. 
This employment figure is a reference value to be used 
for  monitoring and review and not as a target. 

Corby/Kettering/and Wellingborough Central Areas 

Corby — In order to revitalise Corby as a whole the 
redevelopment and renewal of the town centre will be the 
priority. This should include the development of a central 
boulevard linking the town centre, including high quality 
retail, housing and employment development, with the 
possibility of a new railway station. 

In accordance with Part A an Area Action Plan (AAP)
 
should be prepared for Corby’s central area. This AAP
 
should be developed through the Local Development
 

123.	 The neighbouring growth towns of Corby, Kettering 
and Wellingborough interact in various ways. There 
are also important relationships across the 
boundaries between these three Boroughs and East 
Northamptonshire District. In order to ensure that 
development is planned in a co-ordinated way joint 
LDDs should be prepared involving the Boroughs of 
Corby, Kettering, and Wellingborough and East 
Northamptonshire District. Relevant issues include: 

•	 the phasing and scale of the development in the 
major growth locations; 

•	 major developments that cross council boundaries; 

•	 environmental issues and prevention of
 
coalescence between towns;
 

•	 provision of green infrastructure of a strategic 
scale, including the possibility of a green corridor 
along the Ise Valley, linking the River Nene 
Regional Park and the Rockingham Forest area; 

•	 social infrastructure provision and other 
development serving more than one town in the 
area; and 

•	 transport linkages throughout the area. 

Document’s preparation process, using Catalyst Corby’s 
Regeneration Framework as its basis. 

Kettering — The focus at Kettering will be to maintain the 
existing role of the town centre. This will be achieved 
through the promotion and protection of the existing 
provision of basic comparison shopping, the development 
of a regionally important niche retail offer and the 
development of a wider range of cultural attractions 
including a theatre. In addition, the town centre’s role as 
the focus for services and facilities to serve the town as a 
whole and its wider rural hinterland should be developed 
through the enhancement of social infrastructure. 

Wellingborough — The existing role of Wellingborough 
should be strengthened through the continued provision 
of a diverse range of quality comparison shopping that 
meets the needs of both the town as a whole and its 
wider rural hinterland. 

Social Infrastructure 

The following services and facilities should be developed 
to meet the needs of all three of the existing towns and 
the new sustainable urban extensions: 

• education — expand and develop educational provision 
from primary to higher education in order to improve 
educational attainment and skill levels across 
Northamptonshire; 

• healthcare — substantial investment in expanding and 
modernising primary community health and social care, 
and secondary healthcare services and facilities. 

Sub-Regional Centre, the Smaller Towns and 
Rural Service Centres 

Sub-Regional Centre: Daventry 

124.	 Daventry will grow towards a population of about 
40,000 by 2021, seeking to consolidate and extend its 
role by revitalising and extending the role of the town 
centre as a Sub-Regional Centre offering improved 
shopping facilities and a wider range of jobs and 
services. Sustainable growth will take place both by 
means of intensification within the present built-up 
area and expanding onto greenfield sites through one 
or more sustainable urban extensions. The exact 
scale, nature and location of this growth will be 
determined through the preparation of appropriate 
LDDs prepared by the District Council in consultation 
with relevant partners. 

Smaller Towns 

125.	 The smaller towns of Burton Latimer, Rothwell, 
Desborough, Higham Ferrers, Rushden and 
Irthlingborough will seek to consolidate and extend 
their roles in providing for local services.  These 


